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Art and Its
Objeets. By J. S.Godn

What is art, and wvbat arc its ob-
jects? This, iii a more or less definite
forme, is the question launclied at us
from day to day, year to year, and
will continue p-2rhaps to the ci.d of
tirne; nor do 1Ilte myseif that any
sidelighits I may thirowv upon the sub-
ject %viii have any effect upon thie
flood of speculation.

Since wve have no records, it is
liard to conceive just wvhat Jubal's
sensations were when, taking bis
notcbied reeds, he breatlîed into
thern the breath of life and drewv
therefrom thie flrst fewv faltering notes.
\Vlietber lus raptures were due alone
to the satisfaction he feit in achieving-
a series of sonnds of varied Pitch, or
wvhetiîer lie feit tlîat these sounids
faintly echoed wvhat lie felt of joy or
sorrow, wvill neyer be known.

While we in later days, lîowever,
mav find considerable to admire iii
the prccision and feeling with whlîi
a composition of Beethoven or Moz-
art is rendered by a good orchestra,
we are, I venture, more concerned
witli the rniglîty effect that the divine
harmonies have on the s-piritual side
of our nature, anci, in a like maniner,
are wve impressed by corresponding
qualities in the sister art of Painting.

Deep down iii the hunian mmnd are
feelings thiat ycarn for, yct cannot
find, expression, aud which the most
comnpreliensive kunowiedge of tlîings
mnaterial, canuot explain or satisfy,
and lie is the artiste be it in verse,
toue or colore who can Suggest these
feelings ln such a way as to awaken a
responsive tbrob iu ourselves.

Whlen m-an,em-erýging, fromn an estate
of barbarisme followed bis animal
instincts of seif-preservation and con-
gregated in sufficient nuimbers to
forin coniimun iitiestle en ergy hitlîrto
expended ici the selflsh objcct of pro-
tecting hiniseif, was diverted into a
different, though no less selfilh,

cha.-niei,-tliat of raisingc 1hirnsel( by
aggran d i;.ne rit.

This impulse, in a modifled forme
continue:s to thiis day', although the
socialistic tendencies of the age are a
direct revoit against thiis primitive
instinct of self-prc-servation, with the
furthier ad,. ar.tage aiîuc.d at of placing
inian 's animial iiccessitics ici their
proper place and providing time and
means foi- the cultivation and enjoy-
nmnt of poctry, m-usic and painting,

which are not less the neccssities of
biàs intellectcîal Lxistence.

Long before the wanngof bis
mental eniergie:s, nman mnust have feit
a capacity for uisefuil acts. Thiese
imîpulses mnay hav e bcc:n instinctive
or ma-%' have bc( ni boni of recollcc-
tiolis of the pefracsof his fore-
fathers. These recoliectiolis were
thec gerni of îî'hat is knoivn to uis as
Ltraditions." Thus mian in the carlicst

dawn wva- drivuen, by a desire to
becoine skiiful, tri scarch for certain
principles to guide his activities, and
in the end the early philosophers
discovered that the whole extent of
mental activity couc1 be divideid into
three parts: ti-e Trtc, the G ccd,
the Beautifu].

For a tine these thiree marchied
along hiand iii baudi, ke:inig even
pace, ;îad cicl:e the finie ecenl3y-
balan ced ci%-ilizatir.n cf Grecce.
Lately, hovc,.er,oing, to Uic require-
nients of o1wr utilitarian age,-,tlic Truc
aid the Good are biing dleie]opedl to

sucb an extent that there is littie
encouragement for the Beautiful to
m-aintain its gyrowth, Iet ;iione increase
it, and bids fair to ]and us iii a state
of rank nî)ateria-liFii.

O.ie need not bc "% a outrancec" with
scicn.ce- to bc opposcd to, a course of
studv that a(]vaflC: one qll-jL ct ont
of its due proiprtio)n, and if life is
(as we nearly -ail atircc) cuitirely
nmental, and the real object of life is
to scek lhappinc.,s -and di.spenise it iu
an equal proportion tri our flovîu
I arn safe in venturing that a study of
the ]3cautiful is a liealthy one -.iid
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