
" SPEAKINO MHE TRUTfl IN LOVE. t

the atoning sacrifice of' bis death ; jtsti-
fication by faitli in bis blood; the ne-
, t fessit ot-enewval, and sanctification by
the influences of' the Holy Spirit; and
whatever else is asually aesignated by
ilhe tcrm evangelical. Tiiese great triuths
constitute wliat the inspired writers of'
the New Testament in other places de-
nominate "the gospel"-" tie common
salvation"-" the faitb once delivered to
the saints."* In evcry summary fChiris-
tian doctrine which the New testament
contains, they are more or less distinctly
recoguized. " God so loved the world,
that he gave bis only-begotten Son, that
wbesoever believeth iu hixu might net
perisb,buthaveeverlastinglife." "This
is a faithful saying, and worthy eof all
acceptation, that Jesus Christ came into
the world to save sinners." "B ut we
preach Christ crucifled, tinte the Jews a
stumbling-block, and unte the Grccks
foolishness. Bnt uinte tbemn which are
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ
the power~ of God and the -wisdom of'
God." "Notby worksefrîghteousness
wbich wc have donc, but according to
bis mercy he saved us, by the washîng
of regeneratien and renewing of the
1-o y Gbost." 'lThiis is the record, tiat
God bath given tinte us eternal life, and
this li1e îs in bis Sou." IlNeither is
there salvation in any other; for there
is ne otber name given under beaven
anxeng men whcreby we may be saved,
but the name Christ Jesus.'

If words have any determinate mnean-
ing, these doctrines constitute 'what the
apestle bere se empbatically denonu-
nates 11,the truth"-" the truth as it is ini
Jesus"ý-that truth, by the full and cor-
dial reception of which every Christian
was identifled; and by the rejection cf
wbich every man, wbatever might be bis
cenduct or bis profession, scaled bis
owu condemnation, and made it manî-
fest that be had "4neitberpanrt nor lot in
the matter ;" for "h e that bath thse Sou
baths lufe, and he that bath net the Sou
bath net lieé."

Ronce the importance -wbich thse
apotle attached te elthse trutis.» He
reminds thse Episesians that ît was te be
7naintained; every insinuation agains:
it -was te be met, every attack upon it
was te be resisted. Whle witb regard
te subordinate an&l doubtful points, a
ensidortable eliversity eof opinion migbt

cxist; while in ail these, cases respecting
which there was any question, tbey were
te cherish a mlitual and l'orbearing in-
dulgence ; yct Nvith regard te "4the
truth, "-that truth whîcbie was se plainly
revealed that noue ceuld innecently
denbtit-no such latitude was permnitted,
Here they were te be flrm, aud stcdfast,
and unyielding. Instead of compromnis»
ing its dlaims, or tinwortbtly attempting
te accomrnodate it te the prejudices arid
passions eof mankind, they were te con-
tend for it earuestly, te "lstand fast ln

1 eue spirit, with eue mind, striving te-
gether for thse faits eof the gospel." Rie-
*garding it as their ricisest treasure, their
most valuable possession, tbey were net
even Ilte count their lîves dear tinte
tbensselves," se that "lthse trutle' mighit
be xnaiutained invielate, and transmitted
unimpaired te succeeding generations.

B3ut tbe injunctien et' the apostie ivas
aise intended te remind thse Ephesians
et' thse manner lu which thîs duty should
ho performed. Not only was the trutlh
te be maintained, but inaintained Ilin
love." Having been revealed by Hini

1wbo Ilis love ;," replete as i7ere ail ità
facts, and ail its doctrines, with niani-
festatiens et' love; intended, as it w&as Io
etnmake perfect in love" every guilty
transgresser wbo shotild receive it lii
I is heart by faitis, it wvas te be main.
tained in a manner werthy et' its celea.
tial origin, its holy character, and i
professed design.

Thougis te tise Jew it was a stuînblag
block, and te tise Greek feolisbincss, yet
eve?y objection iras te be met, and everr
calumny refuted, in sucb a spiit o
nseekness, and kindacass, and benero.
lence, as would soften prejudice, subdue
hestility, and cause even thse nsost eaý
bittercd and malignaxst foc te think fi.
vourably et' tbat t.nctît iricis, thoug. 99
bumbling te bis pride, and se opposes
te bis sensual inclinations, breaU~
only "1peace on eartb and good. will to.
irards men."

And tisese duties arç still bindlo,
upen ail -whe siiotain thse Chritian eh>
racter; every professed follower cf Wl
Redeemer is just as imperatively calle

Eupon te mintain thse trutin l love s
were tisose primitive believers te whol
tise injuniction was originýally addrewie
Apart t'rom "1tse trutis11" there is ig
foundatien of hope. uo moUiv te obe4


