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dreds, who were organized into churches. Some of them remaining in
Arakan, while others, with the best instructed ussistants, after organization,
returned over the mountains to Bassein, to establish Christian villages ther..
He wasindefatigable in training native preachers, and they generally proved
apt scholars.  There was much sickness, jungle fever, and cholera, both in
his own family and among the students, but the teaching work went on.
He also interested the British Commissioner, Mr. (afterward Sir) Arthur 1.
Pbayre, in his Karens, and procured grants of land for villages for them,
timber for building, and sced rize for planting, the first year. The persecu-
tion was so severe in Bassein, the Imprisonment so cruel, and the fines and
plundering so crushing, that the poor Karens, in sheer despair, were com-
pelled to fly to Arakan. More thaw a thousand thus emigrated in 1841-42.
They bad cleared the jungle and built up picasant villages, with good chap-
cls and comfortable dwellings when, in 1842, a terrible epidemic of cholera
swept over both Arakan and Bassein, and more than a thousand of the con-
verts fell victims to it and to the hardships they were called to endure.
Aany of the colonists in Arakan wereso terrified by the pestileace, that they
attempted to return to Bassein and perished in the jungle.  Alr. and Mrs.
Abbott were indefatigable in their attendance upon the sick and dying, and
they taught the assistants to be active in these ministrations of merey.  The
next year the Basscin disciples came over in great numbers, and the vil-
lages which had been deserted were made to blossom as the rose.  In order
to carry out his plan of instructing the preachers and people as rapidiy as
pe-sible, and retain an oversight of the churches, Mr. Abbott every winter
called the pastors (native preachers and assistants) and as many of the
deacons and membersof the churches as conld come, to meet him at one of
the frontier towns in Arakan for a conference of three or four weeks, at
which he heard reports from each of the churches, advised them in regard
to Giscipline, and instructed them in the dectrines of the Gospel.  On these
occasions many were baptized. At the conference of 1343, finding that s
labors were too great for his strength, he decided to ordain two of the na-
tive assistants, in whom, from long acquaintanee and thoreugh examination,
he had full confidence. These were Myat Kyau and Tway Do, These
were the first ordained preachers among the Sgan Kareas of Bassein.  They
proved to be most excellent men, and for ten vears they served the churches
with great fidelity and success.  Within alwut a year after their ordination,
Ayat Kyau reported 1550 baptisms and Tway Po nearly €00, Both acted
as pastors as well as evangelists.  Early in 184a Mrs Abbott and two of
her children died, and Mr. Albett was attacked with pulmonary consump-
tion and compelled to sail for Eungland and Awmcerica. e was absent for
two years, and returned with health still seriousdy impaired.  An assaciate,
Ttev. J. S. Beecher, was sent to Sandoway by the Missionary Union.  The
Rasscin-Arakan churches bad been under the care of the two native evan-
aelists during his absence.

Mr. Albbott and his associate entered upon their work with great zeal,




