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IMPERIAL FEDERATION.

Sir Charles Tupper scems {o be at present a
little out of joint with the Imperial Federation-
ists, judging from rvecont events in coanection
with that movement. In another column we
have a copy of a letter written by him which
has aroused considerable feeling among the ex-
poaents of the Fedoration scheme, and to
which several rather sharp replies have been
made. Among these was one by, Lord Brassey,
who was chairman of tho Special Committeo
which drew up the report to which Sir Charles
Brassey makes reference,  Lord Brassey main.
tains that the Imperial Federation League was
establishied for a much higher and nobler object
than Sir Charles has suggested. Of this object
he says: ‘It was established to bring the
“Mother Country and the Colonies closer to-
¢‘gotler, and to unite them by the bonds of
“mutual affectionand good-will, whilealsoseek-
“‘ing toform political ties whichshould associate
“‘tho colonies more directly with Great Britain
*‘in the control and maintenance of a common
“Imperial policy, and to furnish a permancut
“guarantec against the risks of separation.”

In this connection he further says: * Weare
¢“proud of our colonice. e desire from our
“*hearts that they may grow with the clasticity
“of youth. We seek no sordid advantage for
“‘oursclves from tho colonial connection. Our
“qenire is, on the contrary, to give them every
“shelp which is in our power to afford for the
¢development of their resources and thead-
“vancement of their social and political condi-
¢‘tion,”

Lord Brassey’s letter then gives the reasons
for the appointment by the Leaguc of the
Special Committee to draw up a practical
schemo by which it was thought the prelimin.
ary steps towards Imperial federation could be
taken. The Committee was the outcome of a
suggeetion from no less a personage than Iord
Salisbury, the then Prime Mivister of Great
Britain. This was, in fact, stated in the report
itself. In drawing up the report the Committee
was particular to make it plain that they recog-
nized fully all that the self-governing colenics
have already done in providing for local de-
fence, and to state that these local efforts
should be regarded as constituting a direct
contribution to the Imperial defence.

This matter of contributing towards a com
mon defence fund seems to bo what is sticking
in the throat of the colonies, though thero is
no good reason why it should. The amount

they woulld havo to contribute towards their
defenco under an Imperial defence arrange-
mont would certainly not bo as wmuch as they
would have to expend on an independent sys-
tem, and they would enjoy a vastly greator so-
curity. Tho power of the whole would be
pledged for tho defence of each uader Imperial
VFederation. With the planning and establish-
ment of thesystem a3 a whole under the super-
vision of such eminent military scientists as
wonld bo placed in charge of it by the Federa-
ted countries infinitely botter plans would be
worked out than any onc of the interested
colonies could arrange for themselves, Thoso
who make this phaso of the question the
ground of their objection to the adoption of the
scheme show very poor judgment.

It is to bo hoped Sir Charles Tupper will say
something further on the matter dealt with in
his lctter, 80 that his meaning can be perfectly
understood.

THE WEATHER.

Manitoba is experiencing the inconveniences
resulting from a backward spring. It was
hoped during the carlier months of the year
that to compensate for the steady severity of
the winter, the spring would open early and
permit the farmers to get their sceding done in
good time, and business genorally to brighten
up. This hop> has not been realized and there
is grumbling in conseqaenco. April has passed
and the snow is not all off the ground although
wo have had several baliny, epring-like days.
Seeding is behind, that is behind the time it is
usually done, but the most experienced farmers
say that it will be all the hetter to be done at
the timo that it will have to be done this ysur,
because the ground has retained its moisture
better and will send up a stronger and more
vigorous growth when the seed doos sprout.
Experiments carried or at the Experimental
Farm, have shown that seed sown as late as
the end of May yields almost as good a crop as
gced sown at carlicst dates. Oa the score of
lateness of secding, therefore, we have nothing
to fear.

The latencss of the spring has been a good
thing for the city of Wianipeg, and for all
points along the Red River, as it hus graduated
the melting of the snow and ice, and kept back
what wouvld almost certainly have been a flood
in the valley of the Red; permitting the body
of the water to run off gradually.

The principal inconvenience suffered has
been in the retarding of business and the wear
on the paticnee of the people,

THE SMALL-POX SCARE,

Winnipeg had a smali-pox scare last month
from which tie citizens have oaly recently re-
covered. Tho discase came inin a car of Euro-
peau immigrants which arrived from the cast
on & Friday morning. Thero wero only two
cases in the 2ar at the time of its arrival, and
the disease was of a very mild type. The party
wag sent into quarantine immediately on the
discovery of the sickness, and steps taken to
preventits spread.  Buildings were crected on
tho prairic to tho west of tho city, and all in
the quaranting sent out to them.  Subscquont.
Iy a case was discovered in the residence of one

of the citizens—a newly arrived servant girl
whom he had tuken in only a few days pro-
viously—and this also was sent to the quavan-
tine, At the timo of writing only two further
cases had doveloped, and these were among
tho isolated persons, so that it is p retty sur
that tho danger of the discase spreading is
over. Al these casos are directly traceable to
the passengers of a single steamship. The most
regrettablo thing about the whole business is
that tho authoritics and daily papers of the
city should have adopted the policy of conceal-
ment, which they did for tho first few days.
That is the very thing that was etrongly con-
demned last year in tho conduct of the
authoritics and press of somo cities whena
more dread discase than small-pox had made
its appearance, and yet the trouble no sooner
comes home to us than the same plan is adopt-
ed. If the plain facts had been published in a
straightforward mauner nervous people would
have been saved a great deal of worry, and,
what is of infinitely more importance, thero
would have been nono of those alarming re-
ports sent by irresponsible parties to distaut
parts of the continent, which so nearly result
ed in serious hiurt to the trade and traffic of
the city.

Editorial Notes.

Tie World’s Fair was formally opened by
President Cleveland on May lst, in the pre-
sence of a vast gathering of people,

- -

Mr A. J. McMiLLay the agent of the Man.
itoba Governmeat in the British Isles, is now
in Manitoba, conferring with the Premier re-
gardivg further plans of working and obtaining
by personal study, additional information re-
garding the condition and prospects of Maan-
itoba. Mr. McMillan is very well satisfied
with the outlook for hnmigration to the prov-
ince this year. .

-

A LETTER circular was reccived by Tug
CoLoxist last month all the way from Hanley,
England, advertising a new invention in port-
able closets. The invention is a good one, and
will no doubt mect with the favor of the public.
The owner of the patent certainly deserves
credit for sending his advertising matter to
such distant points as Wiunipeg. Any of our
readers who may desire further information as
to this invention can get it from the patentee,
Mr. John C. Daniel, 18 Pall Mall, Hanley,
Englaad,

* ¥ s

Tneg Earopean press is roasting the United
States Government rather soverely over the
Behring Sea arbitration business. Tho ev-
idence which has been submitted in support of
its claim i3 pronounced by all who have studied
it to bo utterly uselessasevidence. Itabounds
wito contradictions and impossiblo statements.
Aside from the part of the evidence gathered
by the dishonest special agont of the Washing-
ton census bureau, which was subsequently
fonnd to be a tissuo of interpolationsand crrors
aud thrown out in conscquence, there area
great many other documents which can never
be received by the arbitrators as cvidenco be-
causo they contain palpable orrors. Some of
the affidavits directly contradict the declara-



