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NOTE ON TH-E OCCURRENCE, NE AR TORONTO,
0F B01ULDERS BELONGING TO TRE CALCIFEROUS

FORMATION.

BY GEO[RGE JENNING5 IIINDfl, P.O.S.

(lkad befws the Car=dian Institute. Dcav-.Ur l6th, 1817.)

Amon-a the nutacrous erratic boulders scattcred on the surface of
the country to tho north and wcst of Toronto, there arc, flot un-
frequently, soxue of a vcry bard bluish-gray rock, cornposcd of
rounded grains of quartz.sand irnbedded. in a calcarcous cernent.
Through wcathcring, the calcareous yportion of the exterior of these
boulders la disselvcd away, leaving a crust, of an inch or se in thick-
ness, of a redIdish-brown friable sandstone. As a rule, the boulders
ame roundeid in figure and froin eight inchos to two feet in diarneter.
No traces of glacial strioe are present, and aveu had. sucli been formed,
they would n'est probablyý bave been obliterated through the decay
of the outer surface. The rajority of thes boulders are destitute of
organie 'rernains, but I have Iately found sonie fiUced with the casts
of 0.phiW'a.zornpacta- Salter. This shoil is. characteristie of the C'alci-
ferous for&.ùation, and as the material of the houiders is aise identical
in character -with the rocks of that formation, and very distinct from
any other known rock in this portion of Canada, it may be concluded
that tLb, non-fossiliferous, as well as the fossiliferous, boulders have
beau derived. frein the saine source. The calciferous formation pre-
vals ia a very extensive area between the St, I.awrence and Ottawa
Pdvcrs in the easteru portion of this Province of Ontario, but it is
net know-n with ccrtainty te occur on the western side of the Lauren-
tian sptur cressing the St. Lawrence at the Thousand lies. Thus
the nezirest localities; frein which the boulders in question could have
been derived are about 200 miles distant, inan direction bctweea the
augles of N. 55 E. and N. 71 E. frein Toronto. Tho boulders are
found at levels of 350 te 450 feet above the sea, wvhich la, if any.
thing, sliffltly bighcr titan the present cgenerai level of the rock-bcds
from which they have bccn brouglit.


