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CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

I hear a mother repeating her injunction upon her child. He
does not obey her tilf she has spoken some half a dozen times ;
and this is the ordinary state of things; and it has been brought
about by her practice of speaking again and again to her son.  She
permitted him to disregard her first comn.:nd by issuing a second.
If she wonld stop at once in this loose course, and'insist upon being
oheyed always in the first instance, there would be a great saving
of trouble both to hersclf md to her child. It would be in part a
saving of words. The child soon learns which time of speaking
he is to regard, the first or the fiftecnth ; if the latter, he will wait
till the fifteenth.  What an cxpenditure, not merely of words, but
Inngs also!  Every repetition of the command must risc a little
in tone upon the preceding ; and when it gets up to a certain cli-

max of vehemence or vociferation, the child decms it best to yield. |

How unlovely is the whole scenc! a furious storming, perhaps, on
the purt;?f the parent ;5 a sullen, reluctant obedience on the part
of the child. The following advice of Dr. Griffin to his daughter
should be cnacted as law by every family in the land : ¢ Establish
the unchanging habit of not comnanding a child but once.  Cost
what it may, break the child down to obedience to the first com.
mand.” .

Kindred with the above is the fault of allowing importunity and
tears to prevail in sciting aside a requircment, or in runitting an
incurred penalty, or in changng a previvus decision.  Tears are
proverbially eloquent : but where they avail to the relaxing or un.
dermining of authority they are pernicious things.  They®will in
the end prove bitter waters to the house where they so operate.
Where crying has cfficacy there will be a great deal of it. The
child soon learns what is his most potent weapon, and he will
resort to dt in an instant when cresscd or threatcned. It is aston.
ishing what fucility practice gives in screwing the fuce into a form
of anguish, and in opening the bruy fountuin. It is worthy of
being written with large characters, in every code of domestic
rules, that nothing will ever be obtained by erying or by teazing.
Then the child will not ery or teaze for what he wants. It is a
very comfortable circumstance to the mother, that her children
never teaze her; an intoleruble vexation when they do.  But let
it be undcrstood that there niever was yet, probably, a teazing child,
who was not made so by a changing, yrlding parent. Parents
so managing, procurc all this harassment to thamsddves, and what
is worse, they foster restiveness, insubordinutivn, and all unlovely
traits in the child. \

Another common fault is the hahit of resorting to the authority
of another in order to enfarce vbedience.  How often do we hear
something of this sort, * If you do that again I wil tell your fa.
ther, and he will punish you” It is admitted thi® the father’s
and mother's authority should be concurrent ; they should sustain
cach other. But une should not be dependent on the other., The
authority of cach should pe complete in itsclf, adequate to all the
purposes of government. - Then if onc is removed, the other can
stand. But_if one parent governs by the other, it is because that
parent cannot govern alone.  If the mother calls in the authority
of the father, she confesses thereby that she has no sufficient au.
thority of her own, she gives up the eflicacy of her own word,
her own command ; and the child understands soon that he may
with impunity disregard the law of his mother, unless accompanied
and enforced by the fear of the father.

Another great mistake is, the enforcing of requiremet by unlikely
or improbablé and impracticable penaltics.  If the ciuld don’t do
soand o, dreadful creature will catchhim. I just heard 2 mother
threaten a refactory boy, ¢ If you don’t mind me I will send for
Dr. D= to come and give you some medicine,”  The child
probably had a great horror of  docter-stuff.””  This is a common
way of attempting to prop up 2 tottering authority : it is a vain
way ; indecd it is the most cffectual way utterly and at once to
prostrate all that remains. How soon does the child learn to
despise all pnalty. He has often been terribly threatened, but
when has he ever suffered any inconvenicnce frora it ; when has
the ** bugbear” cver caught him; and how can he help making
tho inference that his father or his mother is a liar? Whencver
a parent is dealing in penalty, that is a time emphatically when
nought but the strictest truth should proceed from his lips. It is
to the highest degree important, both for the life that now is and
that which is to come, that the child be made to respect and fear
penalty. kS

The parent’s authority must be kept unbroken, unquestioned.
The child must be brought to bow to it; if not m one way, he
must m another. If mild mgasures fail, severe measures must bo
resorted to. There must be real penalty. It may not be all
words; occasionally there must be some wood about it. * He
thut spareth his rod hateth s son, but he that loveth him, chas-
teneth him betimes.” T am aware this is an old-fashioned sort of
wisdom, and not a few seem to think they live in an age that has
grown away frum some portions of the Bible. But probably it
will turn out, in respect to these positions as well as others, that
“the foolishness of God is wiscr than men, and the weakness of
God is stronger than men."—Mother’s Magazine.
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MISCELLANEQUS ITEMS.

On the 9th November last, the Queen gave birth to a son, who
is heir apparent of the British Crown. Great rejoicings had in
conscquence taken place.

Owing to the bad weather the Illgstrious, having Sir Charles
Bagot on board, did not leave the ceast of England until the 24th
November.

A number of fresh troops have been sert to China.

There is a general and unfortunajely a too well founded appre-
hension that in some parts of Ireland a famine will exist owing to
the failure of the potatog crop -

‘The distress among the people of England is very great.  Relef,
by cmigrating, is viewed with much favour. .

An association is being formed m England tc encourage Emi-
gration to British North Amegica.

Great Britain will soon be ‘independent of the United States for
.slave-grown cotton.  The importation last year from British India
is considerably over half « mullion of bales. A fuw years ago it
was only 100,000 balcs. -

Tuse Navy.—The Lords Commissioners have directed that in
, case of any soldicrs, who muy be temperance men, being embarked
;on board Her Majesty's ships, or truop ships, or in transports

or freight ships, such non.commissioncd officers und privates shall
be allowed double rativns of sugar, cucos, and tea for each ration
of spirits stopped.

¢ Africans of the Amistad, thirty-fire in number, accompa-
nicd by several Maissionanes and Teachers, have been sent back
to their native country in the interior of Africa, by the contribu-
tions of humane and rcigious persons in the United States.  Great
advantages may thus be cxpected to result do their countrymen
from the remarkable trials and suffinngs to which they have been
cxposed.

An Amcrican Coasting vessel, laden with slaves, was recently
seized by them, after a conflict which a passenger and some
%crsons belonging to the vissel were killed, and taken into a

ritish Port in the West Indies.
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WONIES RECEIVED ON ACCOUNT QF

Advocate.—P. Hodgkinson, Aylmer, 10s; J.Sanderson, Streets.
ville, 1383 C. Allen, and E. Mills, Watcrloo, 5s; J. T. Barre#t,
Montreal, £1 ; J. Meagher, Carlcton, £1 5s; S. M*Coy, Clarke,
10s; T. Botham, Mount Pleasant, £1 16s; W. Phibnck, Dan-
ville, 3s; J. Barclay, Hawkesbury, 2s. 6d; W. Coote, St. Johns,
5s; W. Bagshaw, Brock, 5s. 74d; H. L. Cook, Grenville, 533
W. olchouse, Quebec, £1 5s; H. Colf, 3s. 4d; W. Monson,
Berthier, 13s. 6d; J. M‘Donald, Agent, Brockville, £3 6s; E.
Strong, Gosficld, £1 10s; W. Davis, Clearvile, £1 10s; C. A.
Pastoras, Howard, £1 10s; F. Talfourd, and T. Sutherland,
Moore, 6s. 8d; Mr. Klasghe, Ervol, 3s. 4d; H! H. Emmons,
Detrot, 25. 6d; P. F., C. Delesdermer, Vaudrieul, 2s.46d ; Sun-
dries, Montrcal, 155, ¢ '

Anti-Bacchus.—W. Brough, Brockville, £2 7s. 6d; R. Saul,
London, 2s. 6d.

Donations.—Chatham, U. C. Socicty, £1 18s 13d; Windsor
Society,.£1 5s;- Port Sarnia Socicty, £1.

Agency.—Picton Society, £1 14s.13d ; Leeds Socicty, 16s. 3d ;
J. Hargrave, Inverness, 2s. 634 Quebce Young Men’s Total
Abstinence Society, £3 10s; Quebec Total Abstmence Society,
£5; Mrs.J. M‘Diarmid,Indian Lands, 5s ; J.R.Orr, Montrca}, £5.

Erratun.—A. R. Chnstic, 'Niagqm, 7 Gs. 3d., in the list of
monies in the November number, shougffébe A. Christie, Toronto




