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: SOMERVILLE HALL. .
L 3Y XRS. ELLIS! .
e ety things that strike-us more, inretracing the consse’
lives, tapn the changee which havo taken place in tlie
thefamilics around ue, and in the character and eir.
fithe. iriends of our youth. We.nover seo the effect
f such changes so-fercibly displayed, ae when years of absence
have repeatedly-sopatited us frim our own bome circle : and it
- night sometimes fumish a.subject for retrospection, of po idle or
uzprofitkble nature, to inguire by what.noral agency some femi.
.lies have:been.enabled.to rise, wiglgolhc:s have fallen in the scale
+.of sociatinfluence, and domesticomiort.
; . With such felings X would retraco the history of my past life,
-dhen, after obtainipg an. appointment in Indiz; 1 went into the
Torth of Eu%hnd, to pay o ¥isit to-my only sistcr, who was happily’
mﬁmc_d, and scttled at the distance of fogr miles from Somervilie

»
Foird of all rural.gports, I here amiised mysclfitomy keart's
eonten’, wishing.onlz it was possible i0.aveid the visits of the
country peopls;:upon whipm I jooked down.from, tho classic emin.
encs Lhad recently obtained 3t eollege, vith.#6 common degree
of disdain.  In vain my sisier told memfihis Korthy person, aud
that good.fau;lg‘, of singular characters:she bid met with, and of
geaius born.and blpshing in the shade. "It wiis.well for her to bo
amasad and contenicd, with all that surronnded her where her
Jot was cast;, bt with me the case was widely difierent, and I
sawno reasoh why Tshpnld be more than barely civil to the
sd%gty}amgé a‘tshcr hg&g&,_‘ wd ’
Ono dap, however, she appeared to be enjofing a premeditated
tringfiphy: "The Somerville of Somervilie Hall g-cmpexpccted to
a;ggcg,}zind:;w;t_h the only deughter and heiress of this house she
bad-contracted a, close intimacy.
Of the nawe of Kate Somerville T had alrendy: becoms weary ;
23 well.as of the history of, her wit, her lovers, Sier mesic, her
niding, her fortane, and bef.gecentricty ; and 1 tsdpictused her
to myself an watamed counlsy grl, setting. WP'Te & characier,
pread of het.money, flirting with Wt farmers of ine ntighbourhaod,
y,_nx;;i g::cefmng it, with akind of vulgar enpitiolity, uver every one
"~ Oa this idea of my sister’s friond T iad dwelt so long, thnt the
hm:mz;xx'tion of her namo tiad becume ap offence to w3 nad vet
dvery oné would mention it.  Tho -:ouitry jackaés talked abant
her pony, the Jadics abowt fior deess, the covious absat fig
q_dd,mcu,_tgm poor abont hier benevolepee, the scraptlons ubont her
exiraragance, the extramugunt-abst fier scruplss, usfl T $aine

not what to'make of hi:i;_‘!h}tig’slcad of the curiosity which stich
contrgdctory reports might astdrally have cxeited, I conceived a
sort of harror at the idea of cncountering a woman of so many
preteasions 3 and to avoid the long day she was expected to spend
at my brother's, I should have betaken myself to fthe ficlds until
nightfall, had I not been unfortunately confined to tho house by
u severe cold.

To increase my disgust, other neighbours were cxpected, so
thut T was to see this heroine in full play,.umongst her humble
friends, and admiring satcllites. Bscape being impossible I nerved,
myeelf for the eccasion, and determined, 2s my last and only re.
source, o keep the wholo lepgth of the rofm between myself,and
the object of 1y anticipated dislike.

All the other guests had arrived, and were ‘?I}g in country
state around the drawing.rogin, when I heard's loud and not
unmusical laugh in the adjoining apartment; and my sister,
evidently recognising & well-known sound, hastened out to wel-
come her friend.  The laugh still continued, as Miss Someryille
entered, leaning on the arm of her futher, a most respeetable.looKing

utleman of fifty, with blue coat, white waistcoat, and powdere
sair, ‘The lady lnughed on, for thouph she was undergoing the
ceremony of being presented to the compeny, she was 3 the
Fwhile telling my sister the history of some drolf #d¥eature Wwhich
had detzined them by the way. : :

*This is ubsolute rudeness,™ thought 1, es the party advanced

towards me ; and I cazscquently condescended 16 pay no fafther
regard to my sigler’s friend, than to natice that shehad a meueion
of close curling black hair thrown buck from a broad clear fore-
head, ‘and teeth of the most shinmg whitenese, I nfterwards
diccovierud that Tier eyes were dork and flashing ; and though hér
mouth was ruther wide, the boid and beautiful curve of her chin,
and the noble ine.fram that 1o her small classical car, was such
as might have redecmed from wulgarity a countenance imore
broadly marked than hers.
" “Miss Somervillle was cestainly not what I had expected.  She
was bold, but not valgar—bold, fr she was 2 spoiled child, arid
hud never known the fear of punishinent—bold, for she was a
high.xmndcd womar, and had never felt the shame of acting a
falsc part.

Still, I did not like her,  She had the manners of one who has
been accustomned to be thought droll; and though in my heart T
conld not accuse her of nfectation, there was an arch curve about
her lips, 2od a trivmphal clevation of her marked and mcanmg
cyedrows, that gecrmed 10 sct me at definnce; so that before

on the defensiye.” ¥7ith othors she conversed rapidly and fluently ;
bu¢ whenever heg/Opinions and mine came in contact, they were
decidedly opposed; and before the evening closed, we were
positively rude to cach other. On my part, I.was piqued that
one 8o young, and a womazn, should presume o take the lead in
conversation; while sho was cqually surprised and annoyed, to
find » gentleman, and a stranger, Inscnsible to her attractions,
and unmoved by her influence. .

Once, and ance enly, T detected myself gazing at her with
adiration. She hed bheen talking with an old gentleman, of
narrow prejudices, and rigid yiys of thinking and judging of the

sory when, torgetfing all arpument, all reasmming, and all cal.
:ulation—three things she was rather apt to forget—she barst
fort¥ inio:sach an indignant and cloguent appeal to the deelings
and spnpathiics of humun nature, that the compeny became eilent,
and ¢vey eye was fixed npon her.  Upon wwhich she sppeared
[saiddcnly to recollect hierecl!, and, shacked at the prominent pant
she was taking, es well as 1t tho degree of perdonal feefing she

wus exhibitio, » bunnng crimson rushed into her facs, while sire

Yt down hen hiead, silent, and cvidently sbashed:

A

w38 aware of i, Thnd assumed the air and tono of onc who acts ©
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