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Great Headi oftlie-Clurcbi for lte iatprovemenî of ils
me%-abers: andi beoce, gentlinie pieîv is rarciy iound
cxisting nt ail wiiere tlîey are nul gitijoyed. 0ilter
meas et glace besides lie public ittiaiistry oftîe
word wbici are of vasl ianspartaacte llie ctiificatioa
of christians, sucb as Ilseir private tntetziaîgs for pray.
er anti couissel, or acti ve exerlios for the fisrthcrance
ofthUe Kiaedum ut the S.tviuur are yct ail s» depend-
ent unthe ministry that wlîcre il ishtos posscssed tley
are rarely eniployeti. Thuse members or <tur ciatarci
Iberel'ure, wiîo are oui>' a few miles front aur palaces
of %vorship are utîfavourably circumsmanceti for
the culture± or grue picay; attd lisose, by ito incans a
sissail nuan bLr are mnuch tîtore so,wiu cala hear a ser-
mon oniy at the expeasse of a cnrssiderable pilgriiage
tu one of vur mneetings, or ou the casual vjsUt of a naib-
siwsary or thinistLr.

Vital Cbristiauity Maay il is truc exisi apart front
the social instlitionus ofthlie Gospel, juast as Icarîîing
Maay »moetiine-s be found in itidividuals %who have
liveti rete Iwrns colleges anti iearatid sueiety: bat,
evea in the rare cases of titis itaul iu %iîiclt trige reli-
gion dues exisi, Il. i$ nul likeiy t0 bc it ana energetie
foras su as 10 diffuse iLu-lf îhrougi a faaii)y. It nilaiý;
ba dificui indeet u teich ciidretî a due revereaice
fur lte Lords day ; who do not kuuow il as a day for
tise gatherin.- togeaber ut lais worsiaippers. Aud tllen,1
It Is lo be kept ln mmid, tat, lin the lifé Ofthe s2tler
in our wuuds lisere is rutirement wilîbout icisure.1
Bis tnust tu, a long lime be a lite of inteanse tou,
which like tihe opposite exîteane of luxurijîts case is
advenir te tise culture of persosal and fatnaly reli-
gion.

Tisus trous thse physical condition of the couantry
the spiritual labouarer lias seine peculiar diffteultie:;,so
tisat ita refereace tu these lie Mnay be saiti Io gos furti
weeping, beariti- ptccious; stet

Secondly, The preserit politicai suite ut the colin-
tryoccasiins peculi.îr isintcrances tu the Zuccess of
the ministry.

Tue body pohiaic ike lime vnimal tramne ulten un-
der atsy nso:bid excilcinen: refausés lu adamit auy ex-
ternal influence tisal is ut a soo.tlitîg anti iealiug na-
ture. Hence violet political exciteeani grcatly in-
di.,pose-sa peuple t0 bubasit tu te benign andti ran-
quuliziug influetnce of thc Gospel. Untîl very lately,
our political contenitions wure aot more velemaest titans
those whitl exist iti alnosi ait civilizeti cooiries ai
thse preseni day. But, these favoîtret by Ouar geogra-
phital, pot0ionu and colonsial relation, lias-e isîeti in
I-iaî nMay bc regardeti as Ibeir naînrai resol-open
-warfte. Multitudes N o badti ig borne ilie c)arac-
ter of reformners as a cluak for their ambition anti iad
jimevtr sel about self refurmation itavebeen tratistnuled
jto ReteLs:- andi asmocialittg with tlteinscives men ai
a kindreti spirit fruit, Ille neiglibouring stages, have
cummcncedUwar on Ouar barders. Tieit asiaits th-
erto have tiought(lic gooti providence ofGAd hecat
imipotent; bot thcy bave bcen sîufficientiy fortmidabl-
Io> harass ais witb thtealarrsoftwar, anti wiais ;repa-
ration fur il as- weil as t0 dtsolate atot a fev taînilies.

Andi alas! the brazen notes of war de ili accord Nviit
Ille 5011 suuud ufthe 'ilver truaaîpct of lthe Gospel.
*'itec daims atîd invitations ort iti Kingtiom of God
eauscarcciy finrd a h iniiC p»ar in titube who are ail
cuCcut aboutl the![ OWLI perîlsur thuse Of the bîatec
ihotagi in trêmîli tic dutics ut scriptural religion du
ntl stand oppoud tu (lie clainis ofirnse patriotisin, but
ratlier sanacti titans, aibýii, that few in a crisis like
t prcscnt concerri Iliteiselves about the adjustment
ottlicse. lThe» igain. tiuse ofour poptilation who
are in ans on the Cali uf hwfUI aUtIUiy, are ex-
posed te strong teiiptations, as, to profafleni.ss andi iii-
telliperanice, anid 1 would adi) Ille adopitilg ofitaxitts.
of hionour wiih arc repudiated alike by the icter ani
spirit of the law anti gOýpCi.

Many loci wlso are not in arms art czposed te (lie
tempjaations to peculatiuis wiich the lavisli expendi-
turc olf war ziways causes lu lhase who are couccrittd,
in conductiiig il. lis these aaid iier wvays a power-
lIai litilpet-is 15 givea te protligacy andI sin wlmile, a
tort e>itondiaiig check is gîven o wthe progrcss; oftrulli
and lîoliîtcss. "'ite zeat of many waxcs culti when
iiîiquiîy abauinds." Whcen picty ceases te bc ditrui-
sive, il is certainly declining.

Tliird!y ,he condition ut lthe churcli of Goti in
thcote iiie> occasions soine peculiar hiniderances in
our work.

rThe division of the Chîristian clitirch inb scpa-
rate comtslunities coul(l nlt be regardeti as any great
evil, ifîthe division turned on geugraphical linsits, or
divcrsity of' rettulations respeJ;in.- government, anti
anodes of worsltip, andi If the separate corumUnuifes
we*re ni te saine limse te kecp xup a good ustdersitatd-
in- alnnn-st thems'elvcs as comiportent parts uf the
~amc greatl Kingdoim-mie Kingdoms ofîhie sonoÇGud
But, il is qîîite otherwvise, wiîen dilTprent rcliffious b>-
dies a.-reeing in cIairring- Christ as their Iscad, ave
yet separateti front each other by creed., ini many res%-
pecîs discordant,or> as ii rallier the case ini ibis Pro-
vince, by coîîiiicting vicws andi caisss about the ia;-
s;istance tobegivetilo the churclsby tlestate. Many
it is t0 bc féarcd not considcriig that thc evil in ail
sîacl contentions is %viii the tmen who, profess a cuin-
isexionIvitî te Kin.gdo:ts ofthe Saviour, andi not in
ihat lzing-doa ilself, juistify thelmsz!lves from standing
aloor fions i, alto.-etiier until Cils ibtians agrTee in bit-
lief as 0 ls doctrines anti laws, or in the praclice of
%vliat itcy protes.-' to beicve.

.Anoiler untvourabicfLt±aurc in the prescrit condi-
lion ofiehrhasrgiourselves ai lcasi,I fear,
is titis, titat no gencral efflussion of the Divine spirit is
experienceti. The absence of a spititofprayer in our
conzregations, lthe wat of power in lthe rninistry for
the conversion of uinners antd te building up of te
people of God, the worldiy spirit tai cisaraclerises
citurch i nembers,assd lthe low site of fîiily religion
are 10 asie at leasa, intdications thai lthe spirit of God is
restraineti front us.-Aiid musirue il is, that this con-
dition oftiings amongst us, if il do indecd cxist, is
referable te ouir own unfaitllttiliicss, ard tisat ofthe
mensbers of otar citurches. Werc we te put avay


