138

Great Head of the-Church for the improvement ofits
mewmbers: and bence, genuine picty is rarely found
existing at all wiere they are not enjoyed. Other
means ot grace besides the public ministry of the
word which are of vast importance to the edification
of christians, such as their private meetings for pray-
er and counsel, or active exertion for the furtherance
of the Kingdom of the Saviour are yet all so depend-
enton the ministry that where it is not possessed they
are rarely employed. ‘Those members of our church
therelure, who are only a few miles from our places
of worship are unfavourably circumstanced for
the culture of true picty; aud those, by no ncansa
small nuin bzr are much more so, sho can hear a ser-
mou only atthe expense of a crnsiderable pilgrimage
to one of vurmeclinygs, 3t on the casual visit of a mis-
sionary or minister.

Vil christianity may it {s true exist apart from
the social institutions of the Gospel, Just as learning
mway sometimes be found in individuals who have
lived semote from colleges and learned society : bat,
even in the rare cases of this kiud in which true reli-
gion dues exist, itis not likely to be in an encrgetic
form so as todiffuse itself through a family. It must
bz difficult indeed to teach children a due reverence
for the Lordsday ; who do not know it asa day for
the gathering together of kis worshippers. And then,
jtis to be kept in mind, that, in the life of the souler
in our woods there is retirement without leisure.
His mustfor a long time be a life of intense toil,
which like the opposite extieme of luxurivus ease is
adverse to the calture of personal and fawmily reli-
gion.

Thusfrom the physical candition of the country
the spiritual labsurer has some peculiar difficulties,s0
that in reference to these he may be said to go forth
weepiug, bearing precious sced

Secondly, The preseat political state of the coun-
tryoccasions peculiar binderances to the Success of
the ministry.

The body politic like the snimal frame when un-
der any mozbid excileinent refuses 1o admit any ex-
ternal influence thatis of a soothing and healing na-
ture. Heace violeat political excitetnent greatly in-
disposes a people to submit to the benizn and tran-
quilizing influence of the Gospel.  Until very lately,
our political contentions were not more vehementthan
those which exist in almost all civilized countries at
the present day. But, these favoured by our geogra-
phical position and colonizl reJation, have issued in
what may be regasded as their natural result—open
warfare. Muhitudes who had long borne the charac-
ter of reformers as a clouk fortheir ambition and had
aever set about selt' reformation havebeen transmuted
into Retels: and associating with themselves men of
a kindred spirit from ihe neighbouring states, have
commenced;war on our borders. Their assaults hith-
erto have thiough the good providence of God been
impotent; but they have bzen sufficiently formidable
to harass us with the alarms of war, and with prepa.
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vation for it as well as to desolate not a few families.

« Wo RINTOUL, A¢ My

Andalas! the brazen notes of war do itt accord with
the soft sound of the silver trumpel of the Gospel.
Tie claims and invitatious of the Kingdom of God
can scarcely find a listening ear in those who are all
concetn about their own perils or those of the state:
though in truth the duties of scriptural religion do
uot stand opposed to the claims of true patriotism, but
rather sanction them, atbeir, that few in a crisis like
the prescut concesn themselves about the adjustment
of these. Then again, thuse of our population who
are in arms on the call of lawful authority, are ex-
poscd to strong temptations, as, to profaneness and in-
temperance, and { would add the adopting of maxims
o’ honour which are repudiated alike by the Jetter and
spirit of thelaw and gospel,

Many too who are not in arms are exposed to the
temptations to peculation whichthe lavish expendi-
wure of war always causcs to those who are concerned
in conducting it. In these and other ways a power-
ful impetas is givea to profligacy and sin while, a
cortesponding check is given to the progress of truth
and lhotiness, “T’he zeal of many waxes cold when
iniquity abounds.” When piety ceasesto be diffu-
sive, it is certainly declining.

Thirdty, The condilion of the church of God in
these times occasions some peculiar hinderances in
our work,

The division of the Christian church into sepa-
rate communities could not be regarded as any great
evil, ifthe division turned on gevgraphical limits, or
diversity of regulations respecting government, and
modes of worship, and if the separate communilies
were at thesame time to keep up a good understand-
ing amongst themselves as component parts of the
sam¢« great Kingdom—~the Kingdom ofthe sonof God
But, itis quite otherwise, when different religious bo-
dics agreeing in claiming Christ as their head, are
yet separated (rom each other by creed> in many res-
pects discordant,or, as is rather the case in this Pro-
vince, by conflicting views and claims about the as-
sistance to be givento the church by thestate.  Many
itis tobe feared not considering that the evil in all
such contentions is with the men who profess a con-
nexion with the Kingdom of the Saviour, and not in
that kingdom itsel, justify themselves from standing
aloof from it altogcther until Chiistiansagree in be-
liefasto its doctrines and laws, or in the practice of
what they profess to belicve.

Another unfavourable feature in the present condi-
tion ofthe church —amongst ourselves at least, I fear,
is this, that no general effusion of the Divine spirit is
cxperienced. The absence of a spiritof prayer in our
congregations, the want of power in the ministry for
the conversion of sinners and the building up of the
people of God, the worldly spirit that characterises
church members,and the low state of Lanily religion
are to me atleast, indications that the spirit of God is
restrained from us.—And musttrue it is, that this con-
dition of things amongst us, if it do indecd cxist, is
referable to onr own unfaithiulness, and that of the
members of our churches. Were we to put away
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