
199

A NA~TIV'E IIL0UGEoLNO.

tliey were w'oefully behind. Thiey
were even belhind Dutchi and Englishi
çoloniies in otiier parts of Malaysia,
althouglh they liad advantages over
thieni. At the time of Anicrican occu-
pation the public highiways wvere
scarcely worthy of the naine, ani
there were few public works.

But xîow the friars have gonie,
iiearly twvelve lhundred of theni,

into space," as Carlyle îvould say.
Thiey wvere weiglhed in the balance and
f 'und wvanting:

No farther seek his nierits teo disclose,
()r draw lus frailties from their dread abode."

Lu April, 1898, Admirai Dewey of
the United States Navy, received
orders to capture or destroy tlie
Spanishi fleet in the Pacifie. The

Phiippne Islands hiad xîot the
reinotest connection with bhis orders.
Thle enemy's fleet mighit bave been ln
anvy otiier part of the Pacifie. It

hiappened, as wc say, to lie at Manila,
and there it ivas signally defeatedl.
The Filipinios ivere in the throes of a
civil wvar. Dewey found himnself nmost
unexpectedly îvithi somethiing more
than the Spanish fleet on his hands.
He and others began to realize that
thev were " up against"- the islands
thecmselves.

The United States ivas suddenly
confronted with. a probleni, the solu-
tion of îvhicli involved a departure
f ron lier clierished traditions. The
riglit miax ivas at the hielm, and Presi-
dent McKinley fully realized the im-
portance of the crisis. Hie paced bis
study floor, thoughit, and prayed for
light. Then lie saw clearly certain
things, namnely, that it wvas out of the
question to give these islands back to
Spain, whose government hiad beeri so
hapless, and wvhose fleet ivas rxoî
destroyed; that independence of the
Filipinos wvas an impossibility; that
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