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cerned religion, and when he had to contend
azainst hardened sinners, that he allowed han-
ed himself to be moved and excited heyond the
bounils of oderation.—Henry's ** Lifeand T¥mes
of Culrin?

A PLACE TO PRAY.

The Jews, when they built their houses, al\\'af's
made a provision for secret worship.  Over the
porch or entrance of the house was a small rooin
of the size of the porch, raised a story above the
rest of the house on purpose for prayer. It was
10 this place that Chnst directed s disciples to
vepair, when He said, “ enter into thy closet.”
This was the place where Peter went wh nit is
said, “ he went up 1o the house-top 1o Yray 7
and where he saw the vision of a ¢ greatsheet let
down from heaven.”

Have some sacred spot comscerated to the
worship of God. Have set times for it, with
which nothizz must be allowed to interfere.
Read God’s Wonl as though you heard Him
speaking 1o vou in the sacred paze. Kneel be-
fore God, and make a full surrender of yourselfto
Him; thank Him for the mercics you have re-
ceived; confess your sms; plead for pardon
through the blood of Jesus; and ask Him to give
you such blessings as you sce and fecl that you
need ;3 not forgetling to intercede also for others.
You can do nothing well without God's blessing
and you cannot expect His blessing without ask-
ing %r it. Every thing will go wrung when you
bexin the day withou! prayer; and, when you
come 10 nezlect it altogether, soon your fect wiil
be caught in the * snare of the fowler.”

« Never, my child, forget to pry,
Whate'er the business of the ¢ a?";

-1f happy drcams have blessed thy sleep,
If startling dreams have made thee weep,
With holy thoughts begin the day,

And ne'cr, my child, forget to pray.

Pray Him, by whom the birds arc fed,
“To zive o thee thy duly bread
If wealth her bounty should bestow,
Praisc Him from whom all blessings flow 3
If He. who gave. should take away,

! ne'er, my child, forget to pray.

The time will come when thou wilt miss

A father’s aud a mother's kiss§

Aund then, iny child, percliance you'il see

Some who in praver nc’er bend the kuee;

From such cxamples tum away,

Ang ne'er, wy child, forgel to ;\m;:.’;l X
.4V

—The Christicn Treasury for February.

PUBLIC WORSHIP.

How many goup toihe Houscof the Lard without
any definite imntcation of xmrx’u;r{nn: Himt A
day in Thy courts,” says the Psalimst, * 15 better
than a thousand s and why U« The Lond wali
mwve grce and glory™  Now, do 1ot 100 many
fail into a haint of undervaluing the decolional
pantof the service 1 They appreciate and desize
good preaching, and, if the sermon s altrachive,
they tind the sanctuary adelichly  but.af the
mumster Jocs not AWIKCN an uncrest by is dis-
course, they conswder the ume as nearly last.
Goxl preaching 1s desiable. The move of it we
<an have, the betics- 12 15 God's andinance for
human-salvation.  Dut the prayers and prases,
that precede and faliow the discourse, are rome-
thing better and lugher than customary forme.
It 15 mot meant 1o charge that o low an climaie
is, ofien placad on them as this expresaon mizht
iy 5 Lot that there is 100 Latle heart in then.,
in the case of very many Chnstans, there canbe
o manacr of doabl 23 do nal take sulfaent
carc 0 cnier the sancioary with a proparalson
for worships  They do not chensh those awful
vicws of His glory, whose honour duells there,
that are saitable to the place, the day, and the
ocaasion. Porhaps they feclfree to andulze n
1light o worldly convenaltion of 1o pasy the time

TIIE PRESBYTERIAN.

before the service begins,—if indeed they are so
punctual as to be there a little before the tine,—
1 reading something that is not exactly consonant
to the business properly in hand.  And, when the
pastor says * Let us pray,” 1t is to be feared that
of those who are thus addressed some leave hun
to unaided supplication. They are not solicitous
enough thas ¢ the meditations of their hearts be
accepiable.?—Ibid.

THE SUFFERING SOLDIER.

[ was lately sent for to visit an old soldicr, and
countersign the certificate for us small pension, I
love old soldiers. They are always courteous,
always entertammg, notscldominstructive. When
the grace of God has reached the heart, they aro
often men of no ordinary attainuents in spiritual
shings.  They go at once to the root of the matter
without reserve, without affectation.  Ilove their
manly simpliaty. They secn to have gamed
the habut of speaking and acting as those whose
familiarity with death and dangerbas taught them
1o be in caruest.

In o smull chamber in a back street of one of
our largest towas I found the oid pensioner.  His
story, if they could hear bim tell it in s low
and silvery tones, broken by frequent paraxysies
of suffening, would sccure the attention of my
readers. e fought through the Peninsular war
under the Duke of Wellingion.  He was at the
battles of Salamanea, Busaco, and the stormug
of Badajuz, beides other cngagements of less
unportance. In thoese days, alasl ungodliness
revailed in the anny. Some regiments, we
}xa\'c been told on pretty goed avtherity, had not
a single Bible. But 1t was pleasant to hear
from my old fnend that the regunent in wlich
be served was biessed with a pwus chaplain.
* Aud, ol said he, *how have I heard him
preach, just before we were going into batile,
and when we conld hear the cannon thundenng,
about making prepamtion for cternity ™™ That
preparation, I believe, (his soldier had then
through grace already made.  The son of 2 prous
father, he was also 2 soldicr of Jesus Christ, while
he served his country in the ficld.

Seventeen years axo he met with a dreadful
acadent, in consequence of which, and of the
ticatment which ‘Lc then received, the spinal
conl was injured in some cxtraorduzuy wnd
maost unusual wmanner.  He writhes for hours to-
zether in a way alinost too shocking for descrip-
tion. It can be comparal only to the distortions
of a wonm when we trample on it. Y have scen
him repeatediy in thiv cundition; my Seripture
veader has visited him for severnl Fears: and
hias genermlly found him thus affested. The
little vest hie has is procured by the aid of sopo-
rific medicines, aud, when he awakes from his
shurt <leep, which reldom lasts more thanan hour,
itisto resume an existence of wtolerable and
unceasing restlesness.  Intolermble, did I sy ¥
and yet this old veteran i« contented, uay, is
Bappy * Ilis only esire, when he indelges one,
i« to depart and to be with Christ. In him pa-
tience as §is perfoct wark.  If his afflictions
abornd, his conwlations much  wmare abound.
Sumetines, indeed, hetellsme that heistempted
with hard thoughits of Gal, and has desponding
fearx  Jiat bie knowe from whaee they ocune,
they are Satan's fery darts, and Jic takes refuge
frem them o the blood of the Crose.  In short 1
never saw amore affiicted Chinitian ; 1 never met

sive of tranquillity amd peace.  And this alter 2 ; And

life of cunvulsive painy distortion, and micary,
hopeless to far 29 the boly s conserned, which
has now continted with little intermission for
scventeen yeam.  llere is the

has long since fled.  There, teo, would I lead the
infidel, that he might judge by sts effeets whether
the Gospel be o fuble.  Aud yet how tiwught-
lessly 1 wnate! 1o tho same house dwells the
old man’s son-in-law ; that son.in-law a scoffer
and an infidel.  Forit is not evidence that in-
fidels require, but a heart to reccive it, and a
conscience to make them feel its power.  Even,
when Stephen died, his iurderers did but goash
their teeth; and the sight of patient suflering
itself gaads and irnitates the unbeliever whom
1t does not sulxdue.  So trve it is that, if the tes-
timony of Gud in His own Ward be setat nought,
other evidence is offeredinvain,  Ifamanbelieve
not Mo<es and the prophets, ncither would he
believe thought one rose from the dead.—2bid.

VAIN EXCUSES.

“Rut to Israel He saith, Al day Jong have I stretched
forth iy hauds unto a disobedient and gaiosaying
people.”~KRoxaxs x. 21,
1aw descriptive this of the Jews? And no

less of sinners now, asis seen in the vain ex-

cuses they make fur their negleet of religion and
their indifference to it.

1. One does ot like the plan of salvation.  So
it was with the Jews. They were in love with
the law; they wanted to bo savad by their
works; and so there are those naw who do not
like to renounce themselves, rehnquish all veli-
ance upon their own werits, and trust eatirely in
Jesus Christ for cternal life, and receive it as the
gift of Gad through Him.

2. One says he niust wait till the Lord's ticne
comes. Extremes meet. ‘Fho other, above-named,
thinks f1c can do all, and yet does nothing; this
one thinks it must all be done for him, and there-
fore dues nothing; so they both azree in doing
nothing, aud the practical effect of the two errors
is the same, and one persevered inis as fatal as
the other.  To hope to be saved by our works is
vain, and it is also vain to hope for salvation
while we sit down with the presuzaptuous plea of
wanting Gud's time.  Sinner, you have already
waited too long! It is time now to turn and
live; turn, for why will you die?

3. Anuther says he has many other things to
engage his attention, o much to do thathe bas
nn e 2o attend to the concerns of the soul, to
the invaations and entreaties of Jehovah. Just
ns if religion were not the une thing needful, and
it were nat enjoined tpon us as a duty, toseck
first the kingdumn of Goi aud His righteousness?

3. Another sayy, there is thine cnvagh yeto
Sv hiere agrin extremes meet. Gue has ns time,
and anather has s much time that heisin no
hureys aud both do nothing, lut disobey God
and mvent eacuses for their disobedience. Timo
cuough!  Bet who can tell what shall be on the
morron?  And who gives us liberty to biast of
time which we have uet ond may never sec?
Naw, now, sinncr, now i theaceepted time; now,
now is the day of salwatina!

5. But, o suin up all cxcuses in ance—samo
will say. G is too merciful, and has made too
wrany premisey, 1o cast us off; He surely will not
detruy the work of His own hands. $a said the
Jews: but where are they now? and where have,
they been for these eizhteen hundred yeans?
And, sinnes, where will you be byeand by, if
you tegard nut the wutstreiched haad of Gol,

1 and listen not to Hic warning and inviting voiee?

3 A 1 1id He nnt say to theunbelieving Jens, Yeshall
with ane whose state of wind was more expres- ¢ die in your sins; whither T go, ye canaol come?

0-s llenot xay the samc to you, if you
bechicve uot? Beware, then, how you trifle with
the calls of God. Beware how you neject the

¢ Son of His lure, and resist and gricve His Blessed

paticnce of the | Spidt! Heis justas well asnerciful; e has

saints.  Wercitnottlat I should berarfy toadflict | threatenings as nell as promives, and you will

them even with the spectacie of 0 moch suffur.

ing, Ushould kg to take the gay znd thoughtless § shall lise; nefose, and you must die!

find Him fauthful and trae.  Believe, and goa
Away,

to the chamber of this poor vetermn. They might ¢ then, with your vain excuses! Como to Jesus
learn from his own Yips whether or not the con. ; Chaast, aad trust in Him for salvatim.  Come, O
solations of Christ are cnouzh to sustain us when | come, withont delay.—Hoxcand Foragn Iiccord,

even the dimmest bepe of carthly consolation

(Amaican.)



