
Deserittoià qi .\va et ofsa.

t il.ink un author is eqtuallv ciititlc<l ta credit fir judiciotn re-
flection in discarcling a mon, m>inute investigation of' the carly
history of the colony which hie profés,,es ta trent of' For our
part, we have alwnys be'n i.ccittoimec1 to loa,!z tilon this period.
of' history in quite a different lighit, and Ln profess ou.raeli.es a3
favourahly inclined as ivecati possibly Ix', Without Qlntt',usavsni
to Lie elucidatian of' un era into îvhich ilhe visc o ail haats have
always endenvoured ta Ipenetrata-. Notiiing seecms t,) be manrc
natural to man than a desire t, trace ta thicir sý)tirre the fia
dawnings ct' socicty and civilizadion; and if it he truc that, ini
such research, ]le has exp"-ricede a greatcr share of' diî.ippoint-
ment than of stictess, it li ncvertlmcles.; so, fur froin boilig a (pics-
tionable exerc.-se of isi faculties, that the grentest, praizbcs have
been bestovcd on thase whot;e superior geni-is or industry rnay
have enabled thymn tca shed au additional rity of' iglit upon tlai'l
portion of' history. We cannot thereforc approvc of the reasons;
which may have indluetd our atthor to di.card the ciirly hist ory (if
Nova Scotia, and in Nvhicli, from whiat ive ourscives K-now u f it,
we are certain lie ivotuld bave fotiund -in ample field of' mittter
bîghly interesting ta the colony itself as .-/ell as ta the paternal
State. Aware of' this ive have enitercd more minutdly inta thèe
historY of our sister province than aur authmor lias done; and if
the resuit of' our inquiries shail aflbrd any gratification ta our
readers, without detracting fromi the nicrits of' the îvork befoie
us, ire shahl estccni ourselves as arnply rewiirdcdl for our troubIý.

NOVA SCOTIA, so cahled by Sir Williamn Alexcander, Secretà-
rj to James L., and to this day diýtingtuished an the French miýms
by the name of Acadlia, exteiidetior.ginally froni -the gulf of St.
Lawvrence ta the river S'ý. ýCroix, an the fontier of New Ilame.
sbire, or Maine, as ive flnd it inârked on tie origiinal maps. This
extent tif country. England haçs' alv'ays claitned as a part éi'
Norembegua, or Virginia, while the Fren'éh, previous ta its final
cession, founded pretensions ta it on the dîscovery aof Vcrazzofii,
a Florentine pilot. But it is quite unn)ecessarý ta enter iaîto any
discussion regardig these contending dlaims of discovery .or
pre-oceuipancy, after the question of' right lias been annihiihtcd lby
subsequent conquest andi treaties. This territory, previous ta, itg
paruition irato Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and the adjacent
islands, extrcnded fromn the 4-3d ta thte 5lst degrce aof north Idti-
tude, but now, according ta aur authior, it is liraiited ta, " witein
the 48d arnd 46th degrücs, andi between the 6ilst and '67th o
longitude, west froni the GJreenwich rucridian. It is cannectèd
with tte body of North America by a narrow istnius.1 By a

ThIese seem inot onlv indefinite eixpre-.ion% btit iînprper nuies. At &Il
«fents, "No*- ÀV&.1 Anarica' ShO114d have -ivecn plae to The l'nitcd Siaats


