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grievous error to imagine, that if one | dangerous a matter—that without
be engaged in the world, he is out- ; their taking any trouble to learn his
side the ways of God, as if God had 1 will. be should reveal it himself—
condemned all states in the workd, [ thai he would not in such a case
and that none of them could e cm- [leave them to their ignorance, and
braced with a lawful and holy voca- | deliver themup to their blindness—
tion. The world, by the operation | this would bea presumption a thou-
and grace of the Iolv Cliost, hassand times condemned by the Word
produced perfect Christiansincvery {of God himself and by the sacred
state, and peopled heaven with a oracle of seripture. Thus they have
countless multitu-le of saints.  But | no solid foundation for confidence.
supposing all this. the proposition I nay. Iassert. on the contrury, they
have advanced. and whick I resume | have more reasou to fear the accon:-
is no less true ; namely, that there | plishment of our Saviour's threats,
are very few in the workd who can | who has so loudly and frequently as-
have a reasonable and prudent cer- {sured us, that be will conibund the
tainty, that thev are in thatstate of {iadse wisdom of the werlkl. and aban-
life to which God has called them. {don it o its own deceitful views and
For, in order 1o have this assurance  perverted understanding.
it Is not enough, that T might have
been called by God o any sinte in
general. I requirc more. I shisuld
know in particular. and as fav as I ; . .
have the means of ascertaining. that | 21d the nature of your vocation  This
God in his cternal prvdoﬁ.iz‘l‘atior. is what I am about to explain, and 1
‘has really marked out such or such | Wili comprise in threc points, which
a state for me. in preference to any | Serve as so maay rules, and which I be
other. 'This I can ascertain cither ;seech you to follow with entire fidelity.
by an express revelation from God. 1 The first is, to have recowse tonGod :
which the persons I speak of as-the sccond, to consult his ministers
suredly have not, or by the pains 1 | next ; and the third, to consult yourself.
shall take to the utmost of mv Pow- | Every thing that has any solid relation
er lo discern the will of God in my ! (0 the choice of your state of life, I
regard.\ ow. it is evident, that I mean, a good, wise, and Cluistian
ﬁﬁ%‘;’l}ff;}?ﬁi ‘fﬁigdﬁﬁﬁﬁdigr tg&; i choice, will be found included in these
7 . | three duties, which you will reduce to
purpose ; thev have thercfore no| ractice. as follows :
veason tosuppose, that their present 1V 0 * OTOWS: )
state is that which God has allotted ! VIi. As God immediately explains
them in his adorable decrees.  For , bim to us only by interior inspirations,
to say that God. despife of their . you should. in the bottom of your Leart
neglect. would glzid(: them tn so attend and listen (o this scciet  + - -

Vi. You are at present anxious to
know what yvou should do to disecver
the designs of heaven in your regard,




