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The Astors, -of New York, will not rent
any of their five hundred houses toa li-
quor dealer.

A sucicty has been formed in Ceylon
which has for its object the propagation
of Buddhism throughout the world.

The recently-published catalogue of the
Christian Endeavor Society states that two
hundred and fifty societies are now in ex-
istence. © -

The New York Senate has, bv unani-
wous vote, passed & bill prohibiting the
sale of cigarettes, cigars or tobacuo to min-
ors. .

There is a man in New York who re-
cently boasted that he never { was inside a
church in hislife. Hé was in jail when he
said it. e

Drink costs the American people three
times as much as they pay for clothes, and
fourteen times as much as they spend on
their public schools.

Two million and a half is said to be the
number of persuus who are slaves to Sab-
bath tuil in Ameyica, and they generally
recvive nv more than six days’ wages for
seven days’ work.

There were more than thirty murders
in San Frauncisco last year and only oune
haunging, the condemned man in that case
being & Chinaman. About the same pro-
portion holds in another city,-—sixty
murders and two executions,

It was a noticeable fact thatthrough-
out France there was no marked enthus-
insin manifest over the Pope’s Jubilec,
Thero were no festive meetings or proces-
sions, and only in's few cities was there
any attempt at special services:

The *Naticnal Drink * Bill” ‘of Grept .

AN

Dritain is azain n.the incrpase,, . the re- |-

turns for 1887 being greater by £2,047,-
805 thau the year previous, which year
and several preceding had registered a
decline. The increase is chiefly on beer,
wine cuming next.

The four leading Dissenting denomin-
ations of Wales alone number 871,082 on
thoir rolls of communicants, while the
Established Church can only muster 74,-
778. An Established Church in such a
case, is an established wrong. No wonder
that Wales is agitating for disestablish-
ment.

Latest advices from China say that the
crisis in Ho-Nan is past, but the distress
of the people is appalling, two million
persons beiug utterly destitute. The near-
est towns are invaded by hordes of naked
and starv inig rofugees from the flooded dis-
tricts who, like swarmns of lucusts, are de-
vouring everything.

The ancient and fanious city of Damas-

-} cus, which was a place of importance 1,900

years B. C., is busy with plans for laying
railruad lines through the strects. Street
cars in a city said by Josophus to have
been founded by the great grandsvn of
Noah wounld be a startling noveltr The
plece has one hundred and twenty thousand
inhabitants.

Two American ladies Mrs, Chase and
Miss Lea, upon their return from a recent
visit to the McAll mission work in France,
to which they have consecrated their lives,
report that the work far surpassed even
their expectations. Ten new mission sta-
tions have been opened during the year,
the whole work in which is done by resi-
dent French pastors and Christians who
desire to lead their neighbours to the
Saviour.

1t is estimated that 106,000,000 persons
speak the English language, 76,000,000
German, 70,000,000 Russian and" 48,000.-
000 French. This disparity between En-
glish and other leading Jauguages widens
every tiine the language ccnsus is taken.
English bids fair to Lozoueir time the
universal language. It s a fitting th ng,
and a blessing to the world, that the tongue
spuken Yy the leading Christian peoples
of the world should thus prevail.

Ta:day thisty-four missionary societies
are ;‘tgywk in_Afrjca and all its 200,000,-
000 souls are practically within the reach
of Chriatian missions; thirty-three societies
have begun work in China, and all its
360,000,000 souls may be visited with the
message of the gospel; more than fifty
societive have enterod India, and the light
is dawning upon its 250,000,000; Turkey
and Persia and Japan are filiing with mis-
sion churches and wission achools; practi-
cally, the whole world is open. and the
sn.nde-t. day of <} nurtunity for the king-

om of Gud that the earth has ever tesn
has fully dawned.




