almost disappeared. For knock-abouts
cloth capy are to be very wmuch in
wogue.
PAINTS, OILS AND GLASS.

Country business 18 becoming «qulot
active and orders are coming in free-
tv. There Is a tendency on the part
of country dealers to stock up freely
in anticpation of 1 good season’s bus-
jness. City trade has not yot wakea-
wl up to any extent, although paint-
erg have been Unsy this week. For
prices see muarket page.

SADDLERY HARDWARE.

owing to advances In prices for cop-
per and brass there has been o cor-
respouding advance in the quotations
for brass and nickie mounttugs, and
city prices have followed the course
of the markets in thoe east, thouzh Ler-
hape not to the full extent. Further
advances In the near future are not
uniikely. and country dealers should
waweh the situation closely.

AW DPURS.

We give a full report this weck of
the recent fur sales in Loudon. We
gave cable reports of these sales Loth
fast week and the week before. The
report this week is o resume of the
sates, andcthe figures given vary on
some furs slightly from previous re-
ports. ‘The sales have been remark-
alle for the sharp advances. Al our
important furs, with the exception of
beaver, muskrat and bear, are much
ligher. ‘This will, no doubt, have a
tendency to advance prices paid here
for furs, though, of course, furs hought
now will have to be held a, long time,
for next spring's sales, though some
wmay be sent to the Octover sules.

GRAIN AND PRODUCE.

WHEAT—The speculative activity in
tho American markets, noted in our
last week’s report, has continued aud
somewhat jncreasea during this week
up t11 Thurseay, which s as far as wo
cau report on, as yesterday belng
Goot IFrday there were no markets.
The uet result on the business done up
to close ol Thursday’s market, blbas
been an advance ol 3¢ over iast week's
close. This advance has not been
gaine. without hara work, the fluctu-
ations 1n the markets cach cay hav-
irg boeen very cerratic, at times ad-
vaicing very rtapldly and again de-
vLumg equally fast, within the space
ol a [ew minutes. Damage Teporis
ot the Unitea States winter wheat
rop  plentifnily supphea  to Thicago
amn wther speculative markets, seem to
coustitute the principal reasons lead-
it on tho aavance: but the best au-
theritics on the crop situation coun-
tinue to give more careful and con-
semative reports, disclaiming for the
most part that any serlous damage
e yet been exhibited, and at same
time pointing out, that it is If any-
thing rather early I the season to
form a strictiy achinlte estimate as to
the amount of damage that may have
heen one. Mr. Snow, of the Urange
Jud* I'armer, estimates the condition
o} 1. uinter wheat crop m the States
at §2 una this on an aren of 30 mittton
acres woult mean a yleid of 160.000,-
00 bushels of winter wheat. For
189 the xicld of wintexr wheat ac-
corline to tho {inal estimate of the
gepar.ment ol agriculture, was 379,-
0O a0y bushels.  Afr. Spow summas-
froz Ins report by saying. that while
the ep has certalnly deterlorated
frem tast fait, there 18 nothing 2o
warrant talk of crop fallure. The
primary movemens in the States hinsg
rather entarged this weelk, and on one

THE COMMERCIAL

day the receipts werc about double
for tho samo d¢day last year. LExport
clearances dalty from  both cousts are
aiso of good volume. ‘Lhe Awmerican
visible supply iucreased inst week 73~
00 bushels, ano i8 now G,000 vushels
aver what it was at sawe timef last
year. ‘The world’s visible supply de-
creasea 799,000 bushels, against o de-
crease lost year of 2,444,000 bushels.
The Aixgentine slipments are very
heavy for the week, 2,576,000 bushels,
agamst 1,200,000 last  week. Crop
reporte from Lurope continue very
favorable, anu values there are not
responaing to the advance on this slae
to any appreciable extent.

The busiucss situation in the Jocal
market hae not unproved on last week
but continucs dulf and meagr> in ex-
tent. \White the cxcitement and ad-
vance in Umtea States markets have
causedt an fncrease ot interest in the
traue, prices have not follow-
ea the ‘advance in  these mar-
kots to the {full extent. Ther: is
Inaction ou the part of lmyers, and at
the same time no pressurc to sell on
the part of holders. It is to be expect.
ed that the trade will e dull for somi:
time. A great many dealers are car-
rying all the wheat they are able to
and some of it at higher iigures thar
current values. It cannot be sold at
present for  export—cven for Ay
shipment— except at a loss, and
only o very little of it can Lo taken
off the markct by shipping it cast.
ward before the opening of lake navi-
gation  Some one must provide money
to carry this wheat, and wwith the dis.

vust—-born of past experience— In
the prudence of carrying large quan-
titles of it for long periods, with stor-
age  interest aund insurance adding
dally to the cost of it, bankers feel
morc like discouraging their custo-
mers from inereasing their holdings at
this smason of the year, than making
them further advances for that pur-
pose.  This probably aceounts in some
measure for the indifference on the
part of buyers. A few carloads or o
few 5,000 bushel lots, easiiy i1l up
the longest day’s busluess, and for
large round lots there are no buyers
at current prices.  When lake navi.
gatlon opeus, and the stock beging to
move castward towards tho consum.
cr, the trade will become more or less
active again In a natural way. ..ast
week the vadue of 1 hard spot, Fort
William closed at 69 1-2¢c. On Monday
with the advance in Chicago, tho price
firm=d up to 701-2c. Tuesday with
the decline in other markets it fell
amain to G91-2¢c. Wednesday sales
were made in the morning at 69 3-4c
then 70c¢, and later at 70 1.2¢. In the
alternoon, after the close at Chicago,
with & 2¢ per bush. rise, scllers nske
€871 1.2%tut 71~ was h- hizlestpald,
On Thursdny buyers showed very wenk
feeling, nnd holders correspondingly
anxious to sell pressed 1 hard for sale
at 71c, without much changing hands.
No. 2 hard and 1 northern remain at
3c under 1 hard pnd 3 hard, 2 north-
ern. and 1 spring, about 6 1-2¢ under
1 huard A curlous state of affatrs has
arlsen in regard to dried wheat.There
has all along been very little demand
for dried wheat, bhut this week n 1de.
mand for 2 northern has developerd and
ralsed the price of it on Thursday to
631.2¢ in storc Fort William. The
curious part of it is there Is no bet.
ter demand for dried 1 hard, 2 hard
or 1 northern than previously, and for
any of these grades not more than
Gic In store Fort Willlam, can 1o
got, and in fact they are not wanted
even at thas price, although the dried
2 nortliern has brought G31-2¢,

) 837

M. F. ST. JOHN

BUYER OF

RAW FURS

For M. Axclrad & Co., London, Eng,

1 ship as you sce direct to England, and can
therefore pay” the highest market price for your
Raw Furs. “A trin) shipment will convince you,
Large or small ship.nents promptly attended to,
Cheque or Moncey Oriders per return mail,

RBankers, Bank of Ottawa.

455 Maw Streer, Winsipeq, Man.

Bieyele Supplies
Bicyele Patts
MeButpey-Beattie Bieyeles

We have the finest REPAIR
PLANT in Manitoba. Work
from the country has our
special attention.

THE RADFORD CO.

535 MAIN ST., WINNIVPEG

CROCKERY
GLASSWARE
CHINA_Bea_

Stock attractive and up-to-date

The RECOGYNIZED LEADERS
in thesc lines for the WIIOLE-
SALE TRADE.

PORTER &CO

830 MaIN ST , WINNIPEG

DEALERS!

BUY A WASHER that will give
your customers perfect satisfaction

will, because it has given
hundreds of others, and
will yours.

ALFRED & GEORGE HALL

7 Alexander Ave,, Winnipeg, Man.



