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Hardware and Paint Trade

Neal off has advauced 2 1-2¢ atMont~
real, te 42 1-2¢0 per gallon for round
lots.

fanadian refined petroicum _ las
made o furthier decline of 1c pergallon
in eastern markets, car lots being
quoted ag low ak 11 to 111-2¢ as far
oust ais Montreal. There is sharpcut-
ting in the market.

Tho American Steel & Wiroe Co, lias
just been incorporated, with a capital
of $87,000,¢¢1, this belug the largest
amount of any company in the United
States. It is really o combine of old
companes, under a new nawme.

A Toronto report says: ho de-
moral “=a condition of tho green wire
cloth . .arket In Canada is largely due
to tho faiuro of the makers in tho
United States to arrive at an agroo-
ment regpecting prices.  Tho price at
whiclh wholesalers in Toronto are now
solling green wire cloth 1s $1.15 cash
on $1.20 four months. Tho figuros
now ruling are slightly under the cost
of tho United Stales article, freight
and duty patd. ‘Cho duty s 30 per
cent. ‘Tho price of green wire cloih
i about 11 per cent. lower than the
ruling wholesale figures of last year
agdsabout 35 per ocnt below those of
1896. t

Grocery Trade Notes,

Cable advices on nutmegs arc firmer
and quoted at prices e higher, at 31
3-4¢ for 1055 to 110s.

Cable advices quote a. further ad-
vance in currants, good Provincinls
being quoted at 20s 3d In Yatras.

Zanzibar cloves are higher at New
York. Sales were made at Gc, but
at the closs there were no seliers at
under 6 1-ic.
¢« 1 Smyrna letter says: Sales of Sul-
tana raising for tho past fortnight
navo excecded 1,000 tons. This has en-
ablat dealers to obtain au advanceof
1s 6&: the low grades showing most
appreciation. - Stocks are much re-
duced, and we can with difficalty trace
tho existence of some 3.300 tons, which
48 o very small stock for this season.
Last year at the sunc timo over 8-
000 tons remained In the country.

Japan rice promises to be scarce this
year. 8ays the Montreal Gazette. Re-
ports givo tho shortage at from 10
to 20 per tent. As a result Japan mills
arc not preparing any  for esport,
ang! advices from Japan state that tho
crop is late and prices aro high. All
Wiis makes it difficalt Lo predict as
o hiow prices will rule. Some of tho
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Eastern importers are of the opluion
that the present high prices in Japan
are causx! by tho sheculation of JEuro-
pean parties, and as & result they ure
slow in putting offerings in the mar-
kot. .

The Montreal Commercial  Gazette
soys of teas. Tho reul strength of the
Japan tea market Is shown this weck
by an agvance of half u cent to ome
cent. Buyers have been holding off, but
tho shortage of the crop has hotonly
maintained, but agan increased val-
ves. Wo hcar of a sale of o round lob
of Japans amounting to between 500
and 600 packages. which was closed
at 13 1-2¢ to 1ldc, but within an hour
a telegram arived putting up the price
o cent. Too market is In good shape
for holders, and tho merchants who
bought heavily at the openlug oi the
new seasenn have now a, good margin
to count on  beyond their, ordinary
profit. China teass remauin firm, anda
rcund sale of Llocks for western ac-
count Is reportxt at 12c. Ceylonsare
also very firm, and prices aro Jully
maintained.

Grain and Milling News.
Ietters patent of incorporntion
lave been Issucd to the Pipestone Mill-
ing Co.

Geo. V. Haktings, inanager for the
Iake of the Woods Milling company
at Winnipeg, returned on_ Thaursday
Irom an eastern trip, and later left
for a visit to the cdmpany’s mill at
Portage la Prairic.

Wm. Dunn, of Chicagoe, hias secured
a verdict of #8610 against tho Pres-

cott Llevator company, of Prescott,
Ontario, for allcged careless handiing
of grain. by which it was depreciat-
od In value and loss sustained in
the British markets. .

The Lake of the Woods Milling com-
pany have refused to allow thelr
'ills and elevators to be rated for
capacity, In the coinpliation published
in the annual report of the Winnipeg
Grain Exchange, u$ they cla¥m that
'thet ratings generally are not cor-
roct.

Tho Montreal Gazotte says: The con-
tinue active demand of late for Man-
itolra, bran and shiorts, coupled swith
tho Jarge exports of Ontario grades
to foreign markets, has created o
&harp advance in prices. Sales of Man-
{toba, bran haye been magde to-day at
nortlr and west points at prices cqual
$o $15 to $16. anid shorts at $17 to
$18 heres including bags.

Dry Goods Trade.
\ Aanufacturers of shirts, collars and
ruffs, will endeavor to sccure lxlghcr
daty in thelr favor. Tooke and Skel-
ton, of Montreal, and Shaw, of Ber-
Ilin, Ont., have Iaid the case tefore the
government. They say that they
pay 3% per cent on cotton and are
only protected with the same figure
on shirts, collars and caffs, so that in
reality they are placed on an equal
footing with Englisht manufncturers.

At a mecting of the Toronto board
of trade on January 18, Elias Rogers
was clected preskient, and G. E. Xemp,
vice-president, by acclamation,



