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moved,  The *News' ways it Ceonld nst
“ronceive a more peunle argument carvied
“to n more impotent conclusion,”™ and con.
tinues this: @ We say it is a slue upon the
vk and file of the Voluntoer organizition
Ao «ay that they cannot be kept togethor
cexcept  through such adventitious uisds,
cand we maintain that oflices who accept
“their commissions, knowing  heforehiand
“that such expenees aie to b cntailed apon
“them, have no right afterwards to parade
“their grievances with o view to exciting
* public sympathy and  pracunug Govern
sent assistanee,  We me sufficiently real
< istie o dishelicvs in the patiiotisin wlich
«“would hang on to & uniform to the praju.
sadice of eredit awd charneter, anu we have
*+ the hundihoed to sny that it such instances
ssare general, the eooner such patiiots aro
sreplaced, the hetler for the cause they
spretend to espouse.”” The line of argu.
ent here adopted is that becanse officers
have, from patriotic motives, accepted posi-
tions which involve unfair sacrieus, they
should go on quietly submitting to such sac-
rifices until they become unable, however
willing, to (o so longer ; and then give wny
to fyesh victims of the same injustice.  Nuw,
it isnot in the interest of tho officeis, but
for the welfare of our infant military organ.
izaticn that we demand justice from tho
wenlth of the country ; for in order to bo
successful any policy must bo based upon
strict impartiality, which can never be the
case so long as any number of persons are
permitted to cseape their fair share of the
expenso attending defensive organization. It
is undoubtedly true, that in the face of im-
minent danger, both the oflicers and men of
the forze would throw themselves into the
breach without a thought of “adventitious
aids,” or of the consequences to themselves
widividually ; but it is guite another thing
to attend punctually to the drudgery of drill,
marching and counter-marching, burnishing,
pipeclaying and brushing: to work for noth.
ing and pay your own expenses, in order to
bo prepared for cffective defence. and only
regeive i retwn the self-satisficd  smilo
of. the unpatriotic and the sncer
of thrifty prudence for your pains, ‘The
* News * makes us say that the expenditure
of money to conceal individual unfitness is
simply nonsense, ** unless it is spent in brib.
g inspecting oflicers.”  We said that the
charges made against officets in that connce.
tion by the ¢ News’ was nonsense, unless it
meant to convey tho iden-that inspecting of-
licers were bribed.  However, stripped of its
verbinge the position of the ¢ News? iy that
the force ought to be almost, if not en-

tirely, soif-sustaining; our position is
that it ought o be supported
by" cvery man in the country in

proportion to his means, and no one will
have the hardihood to say that we have not
Jjustide on our side, except these who hold
the contemptible and dangerous dectrine
that ‘‘the best defence is no defence a
au’:‘:, : : K
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THE VOLUNTEFR REVIEW,
ARMR FOR THE VOLUNTEERS

It iy erd  that delays aie dangerons, bat
then nre inetances whore they are not only
unavoidable, but do good xervice, hy allowing
time for laymg down hases of systems as
nonrly pertect ag possible consistent with the
over changmg current of events. Wonntied
Inst week the unnecesgsary ¢ cpense and trou-
Lle which would probably be the vesult of
any new system of nulitary organiation |
which being adopted by Canada alone, in .
the face of the fact that the wpdly approach- |
ing Confederntion would probably overtum |
or modify it; and the samo reason applies to |
any very extended armung of our Volunte ws
with new breceh-loaders,  In Footand 1t iy -
made & point with the anthonties of the War
Ulice, that the titles m the service shall all
be of ono calibre, i order to avonrd confusion
and blunders in the distabution of cart.
ridges, and tho same reason will have forco
in the now Confederacy in gelection of arms
for the Butish Americen forces.  Another
reason why activity in our mlitary affairs
must awnit the completion of Union, i3 that
conternunously with the pasung of the act
throngh the Imperial Pulinment, a definite
«ottlement of the proportion of military ser-
vice to be bormne by the mother country on
the one hand, and by the colonics on the
other, is pretty certain to be arrived at : and
we will then know how far we are to be
guided by the mother country in the equip-
ment of our military establishmeni. and how
far wo will bo left to folle - the dictates of
our own judgment. Whon, therefore, we
find journals which were foremost in urging
that every other consideration should, for the
{ime, be made subservient to the great one
of Union, cavilling at delays, which the prose-
cution of that project rendered inevitable,
we cannot hut conclude that they havesome
concealedd motive for forgetting their own
teaching. Fortunately, we have no cause to
apprehend immediate danger. and as we
shall know the rosult of the Confederation
negociatio.s in a few weeks at most, we can
afford t~  ait o little longer, especially as
thero are .!ready in the country several
thousands of Spencer and Wesley Richards
repeating rifles ; although it is not probable
that they will be ultimately used in arm.
ing the Volunteers. After the result
of the present negociations becomes known,
whatever it may be, we have a right
to oxpect cnergetic action on the part o”
our military authorities, and our veaders
may depend upon getting the earliest possi.
ble information in Tor Review ; but we could
effect no good purpose, by attempting to
foreshadow possible contingencies in a mili.
tary point of view, which are, as yct, searcely
known in England. and the public may be
sure that when political journalists find fault,
they do <o upon a subject which involves
features of which they know nothing, but
which, when the proper time comes, are

suscepfibla of a satisfactory explanation.

THE QUEEN'S SPEECHL

Fhe tueen opoad the Tmperad Parha
ment m - oson, on the athinst, Alter the
awsurmes that the relations of the crapire
with twcnen powers we on a friendly tooling,
the speceh contains atheiine of special in
terest 1o this conntry  Her Majosty sazs .

1 hawve sugge <ted to the Government ot

Pthe Pnited States a0 mode Ly which the

aquestion pending between the two countries,
atsing ottt of the ovit war, may teceive an
anieable soluton, winehil met, as 1 trustat
wit be, i eortcsponding spait, will remove
all groundsof possilile msunderstanding a
premote yelations of  condial (rion ship.”

Friewdly overtures on the part of Groat

| Biatun towands the Unitad States havo hero

tofore only increased the ineulence of the
repmiblican demagogues ; but b is possiblo
that  the presont  President, who has
received n very fair taste of the yuality of
eongressional * ~tatesmen,” may be melined
and able to assutne & civil tone in his rela
tions with England.  We can ouly hope so,
The reforence in the speech to British Ameri-
¢ union is as follows :

Rosolutions n favor of a more intimate
union of the Provinces of Canada, Nova
Seotia, and New Brunswick, have beon pasg-
el by their sovernl legislatures, and delegatos
duly authorized ase * yepresenting all classes
of colonial partics, and opinions have con-
curred on the eonditions upon which such o
union may be best effected.  in ascordance
with their wishes, a bill will be submitted to
you, which, by the consolidation of colonial
interest and resourees, will pive strength to
the Provinces as members of the same em.
riro, and ‘:ummtcd by tl}e same focling of
oyalty to ihe same sovereign.”

This cannot but Le gratifying to the peo-
ple of these Provinees, especially the tone
of the last paragraph, which speaks of our
future strength, and recognizes our right to
the same prote: ‘ion and considerationas our
fellow subjeets at home ¢ as members of the
+ same enpire, and  snimated by tho same
« feeling of loyalty to the se ne sovereign.”
There is little consolation here for the disci-
vles of tiot.owix Ssitit, Twwo other paragraphs
will be of interest to our military and naval
readers, showing as they do the determina-
tion of the party at present in oflice
there to maintain the power and presiigo ot
England by a careful consideration of tho
interests of her soldiers aund sailors, The
army is thus referred to.

&I have directed tho estimates of tho en-
suing year to be laid before you; they have
been prepared with a due regard to economy
and the requirements of the public service.
You will, I am sure, give your ready assent
to & moderate expenditure, calculated to
improve the state of ny soldiers, and to Iay
the foundation of an efficient army of re.
serve.'’

The source from which the navy is sup.
plied with seamen elicits thoe following :

“The condition of the mercantile maine
has attracted my serious attention. Com-
aints are made that the supply of scemen
15 deflicient, and the provisions for thewr
health and discipline are imperfect.
ures will be submitted to you with a view- to
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