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Tho Autumn Manoouvres.

——

Blackiwood's Magazite, for Seplember 1575,
has the following excellent urticle entitled
* Lessons on the Recent Summer Manouv-
reg,”" which we republish for the benefit of
our readers under tho hopo (hat our Military
Authorities will be convinced that the fur-
ther development of our militia organiza-
tion demands a training other than that
which can bo given at company or batta-
lion head quaiters, in minor tactics. which
necessary and effeclive ns it mny be for pur
poes of discipline and mechanical know-
ledge of the soldier’s professi n, cannot be
all which proficiency or cfficiency thersin
demands without n complete knowledge of
major taotics, strategy, and the various
branclies of knowledge which the Mancuv-
res of an army in the field will impart.

Our political economists of the press who
have been assuring themselves and mis-
leading the public by a cry for greater cffi-
ciency, will but discharge their duty to that
public by directing its attention to the nec-
essity indicated.

In another column we have copied an ar
ticle from the United States Army and Navy
Journal on * Autumn Manouvres' in which
the subject is viewed in a similar mavner to
the following :—

LESSONS PRON THE RECENT SUMMER MANE-
UVRES,

With some slight variations the system of
suminer or autumn mancmuvres has been
persevered n for [Hur years, and it uppears
probablo that this plan of training our army
will become recognised us necessary for the
education of all ranks, and that it will sur-
vive the temporsry excitement ocecasioned
by the German and French war, which first
called itinto existence. As, however, there
are some who, on grounds either of expense
or of expediency, are inclined to relsx or
dispense with this metho 1 of training ; and
as thosoe who preach peace, cither directly,
or indirectly, will always receive a certuin
amount of encouragement from men who
see the evil without belicving the good re-
sults of the m ro severe education wwhich
these mansuvres afford tho srmy, 1 <y
not be uninteresting at the closo of the pre-
sent ve r's operations 1o consider the jes
sons that they may be supposed to have
taught.

Itis often said that the manwmuv.2s are
instruciive to the generals and stuff bui nre
of little value to the regunental otlicers, and
still less to the men, and thit consequently,
the country is called on to pay too deasrly
Yor tuis comparatively smull advaniage;
whilst, supposing that such a stsff school
were reguisite, the course of instruction
could be undergone, not yoatly, but at stited
und longer intervals, Again, it bas beea al
leged that the hburdships nttending camp
life hinder recruiting and increaso the sick
List, und th it is useless 10 put oflicers wn |
1aen to the iuconvenicnces ol a sham can
paign which tries the constitution without,
10 an apprecizble extent, ncrensing thuir
¢ thiciency. Theso and other minor otjectisng
fwwe frequently alleged, and although esch
&nd alt could be replied to in detait, it will
be more satisfactory to deul with the nat
ter broidly, snd to view the question from
some fixed and recognised point of view.

N

First, then what js the object of the train.
ing nnd discipline of an army? Clearly, that
n certnin number of men, paid for by-the
civil population, should be in & conditon,
ata moment's notico, to engage in war.
The experienco of nll ages has shown, _that
for this force discipline is tho main requisito.
By disciplino men are tnught to subordinate
solf and self preservation te the will of those
who are set over them, and-to oncountor
readily. and without flinching, dangets and
hardships which only u few mon constitu-
tionally bold, ¢ - who are aroused by feelings
of heroism or luty beyond the ordinary
wnolives of men’s actions, would othertwise
face. Besides, thereforo, tho use of his arms,
whother rifle, sword, or cannon, and in ad-
dition to the physical training requisite to
insure henlth and develop muscle, the sol:
dier 13 required to possass certnin moral
qualities which will ensble bim to perform
the severe duties required in the abnormul
condition of war, ‘Lhe system of discipline,
althoughdiftering in detail, has been found.
ed in nll »ges on similar great principles;
and armies have been found fit or untit for
war in proportion ns their training has im
bued them with the qualities which will best
enable them to meot its trials. IHnbits of
obedience and ot order, with strong leelings
of espirit decorps, and a concern for the hon-
our of the regiment, trcop, or company to
whicii he may belong, are the first essentials
of a soldier, and directly and indirectly these
are inculeated by the ordinury system ot
discipline, including earetul snd precise
training in the uso of lus arms. During long
periods of pewce, and when the lessons and
experiences of campaigns have been some
what forgolten, n tendenoy is always tound
to exaggerate what may be considercd us
the pomp of war, at the expense of its great
er essentials.  Consequently, the means
come 10 bo considered ns the end, and mere
smariness, without refi rence to whit it is in
tended to inculcate and to lead to, is ained
up rather than cfficiency in all“that pert.ias
to the wilitary profession  Periodics] cim
p -igus of short duration would doubtiess be
of incalculable value to an army; but as the
army exists for the nation, not the n«tion tor
the army, such methods of truining are out
ol the question, and unitation war becomes
necessury so that tho teachuing of the bar
rack yard in respect to the regimental ofhi
cers and sulliers, and-of the staft school 1
regard to the stafl, may be tested as to their
reyl value.

Camys of mstruction have from time to
tuma been furmed for these purposes; and
antiough during the long peace, and prior
to tho cunp at Chotham, in 15532, they had
of late yeurs been hittle uzed 1n England, yet
the remembrance of them was kept alive in
our army, and votably the training at Shorn
chit’ under Sir John Moore, which seme of
our best regunents received previous o the
Peninsular War.  During the Crimean cam
pagy the camp at Aldershot was formen,
and subsequently the system of flyg col
uu.zs, regulsted as far as possible hy a war
standard, was employed, The cumpugn of
Sadows, in which the Prussians, wih but
lutle recent experienco of war crushed i n
tortuight sn army well versod ctupagn-
wy, and sull wmore the great struggle of
1870 and 1871, waen the troups of the lead-
g anluary poser were a3 esily uverwhenn
ed by the sa.u0 army, directed the nitention
of soldiers und civiiians to the methods em
proyed for making these troops effective
Lousequently, with some hesitation the anut
(Umn wangeyres, organized on the German
,'lype, were commenced n 1871, and have

their objoct is the question which t%e tax.
payor is ontitled to ask.

In endeavouring to put before him tha
means of satisfying this query, tho axiom
atitibuted to the first Napoleon, that the
moral qualities of an army are of even great
or importance than-its physical qualities,
should be distinctly remembered. I'ho in
fluenco on the minds of officers and soldicrs

-of large numbers of troops of all nrms col.

lecled together under conditions very simi .
Inrto those of active rervice, ariginates inbits
of thought and trains of idens which con-
duce to just estimatea of the military pro-
fession. The more fact that for three weeks
or a month the greater portion of the regul

ar army of England are thinking aud tilk.
ing of little else than matters pertaining to
their profession, is a grent pomnt gained,
Every proposition and evey schemo is sub-
Jject to the criticism of men who feel that
their lives and their reputacions may depend
on their soundness nnd correotness; con.
sequently much that mny appear good in
theory breaks down under the rude but cru

oinl tests to which it is submitted, and
gradually, out of a chnos of plans nnd out of
u mass of a rash and inchoate ideas, some
definite results in regard to the changes
which kave passed over the art of modern
war are ohtuined, These remarks npply to
all ranks—from the generals and their
highly educated st fftn the private soldier,
who views matters from a very practics) and
often very sensiblo point of view; for it
must never he forgotten that the great
Jessong of strategy are subordinato ta the
importance of regulating the everyduy life
of the soldior in che trying conditions of ac:
tunl service,

The efficiency of the French urmv under
the first Nupoleon, proved by the campaiga
of Ulm, waus in- great mensure due to its
trajning in the czmp at Boulogne, although
tho Memoir of the Duc de Fezensac show
plainly enough how little the benelit-of a
large camp wero roally utilised, and how
groutly its good was diminished by the idle-
ness of those in high command. That this
criticism can in nny way be applied'to our
camps of instruction, the record of the work
performed, chronicled with coasiderable
ability and nccurscy in the daily press, is a
sufficient disproval ; and beforo attempting
to deduce lessons, it may be well to give s
short summary of the system of instruc *on
which the troops were called on to pursue:

Prior to thesummer muncouvres—for they
are more thin summer drills—the stafl at
Aldershot, iu eommunication with the heads
of departments at the Horse Guirds, were
actively «ngeged in preparing general
schemies, ant i selecting the ground, often
too much curtailed by cultivation, tor the
moventenis of the rroops.  Tho staff of the
several corps, divisions, anl biigules were
organiz«l aud, prior 10 tha arrival of the
troops, employed in choxing the posiuen
tov their ¢cumps, wud 10 arrangin? tor thewr
subeistenco.  As tho regiments arivad they
wers at once put under cinvas and com
menced ths usual roudne of camp e,
Kitzliens were dug. watering places for the
borses prepred,stroams :an I marshes bridg
ed. #nd cruntry Ianes or wood tracks con
verted int) roads fit tor the pasuago of arhil-
lery and sjoros, Direction posts wers pus
up, and the ficld telegraph either laid along
the ground, or pleiced oa temporary polas
by the sile of thoroals leading to the bl
quarter camp. At tho recent minwmuvres
the 2d corps d'armée; comprising two din
sions, was encumped at Aldershot, the 1st
corps near Woolner forest. ‘Lhe infantry
and field artillery were encamped by divi

been continued up to the pregent year.
Whether they have or have not fultilled
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sions at a fow miles’ distance from each

.



