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The »ight of insurrection established by
the Treaty of Paris, in 1783, persistently
taught and claimed by the politicians of the
Repnblic, whick the blunders of English
statesmen, the treason and troachery of
English political leaders and the imbecility
of English Generals, called into being,
bore its natural fruit. A minority of
the people of the United States in 1861 de-
clared their connection with the Federal
Government dissolved,and organized a Gov-
ernment of their own, under the stylo and
title of the ** Confedorate States” of North
America,”

As a maiter of course, tho Congress
and peoplo of the United States acted
precisely in the same : manner as the
Parliament and people of Great Britain did
in 1776—detormined to deal with them as
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rehels ngnmst logal and just uuthorlty, \vxth
this difference, however, that whilo Great
Britain labored under cho disadvantago of
having al! hev rivais-—-which comprised
evory Stato in Europe— side with her rebel-
lious subjoct, tho United States had'thoad-
vantago of tho active friendship and for-
bearanco of the British people and Govern-
ment, and consequently, while the Confede-
rato States had their status us belligerents
acknowledged,they received no material aid
from European powers, the accession of any
one of whom to their cause would liave de-
cided tho contest in the first campaign.

As it was, however, a war of Titans was
waged for four years, for the first threv with
success inclining to tho Confederates, owing
to the large accession of trained military
talent which flocked to their standard, wilh
knowledge acquired under tho flag of the
UnitedStates, and arms which had been pre-
pared for her defence and use.

At the commencemeont of the contest such
a thing as strategy was not dreamt of': it was
simply & war of posts along an undefined
frontier line, and the only objective which
the Southern leaders appoar o have bad was
the capture and occupation of WasnixeToy,
on those occasions when they found it ne"
cessary to assume ths offonsive ; without a
fleet and almost without communication with
tho sea board except by smuggling, one or
two active cruisers flying the Confederato
flag swopt tho Federal commercial marine
out of existence, and it has not yet re.
covered tho blow, This fact alone would be
sufficient to prove that, with very little assis«
tance indecd, the Secessionists would have
successfully establishod the logical sequence
of the doctrine of the right of Insurreo
tion.

In the third yearof it3 existence, the con-
test had assumen precisely the samoe phase
as that between England and her rovolted
colonists in 1781—in other words, it was to be
decided by the success of operations carried
onin front of and on the peninsila enclosed
by the York and James Rivers, names of
historic interest before the question of State
rights or slavery agitated tho minds of the
people on the east or west shores of the
Potoraac River.

For all practical purposes, the seceding
States may be described as bounded on the
east by the Potomac; onthe north, by the
Cumberland Mountains fand the boundary
lino beiween the States of Xentucky and

Tennesses to tho Mississippi River, all west.

of which, as a general rule, belonged to the
Confederates ; and all the cast and north,
from the point indicated, to the Federal
States: tho southera boundary was the
coast to the Moexican line,

The northern boundary of tho Confede-
rate States occupied very nearly tho inden-
tical line for which France contended in the
war of 1755 65 as part of her Canadikn pos~
sessions, and very nearly succeeded in esta-
blishing her right theroto.

'l he adhesion of tho States north of Ton
nesseo to the Federal Government enabled
it—by tbo admirablo systom of railway,
traversing thoso States, by thoe advantages
afforded through the courtesy of Groat Bri
tain and Canada of the freo navigation of
tho St. Lawrence and great lakes with thoir
connecting canals, to outflank the Confeds -
rato ‘Perfilory, and to assail it at once It °
front, on both flanks, and in the rear, th: -
possession of New Orleans and command of
tho Misaissippi having reparated the State °
onst of that river from t.10se west of it, from
which tho Confederate armies draw larg

supplies of men and subsistance and thecom
mand of the sen deprived thom of any assis
tanco on tho Southern frontier.
thussituated were Virginia, Northand South
Carolinn, Tennessee, Georgia, Alabamaand -
Mississippi,and their valuoe in a stratageticd
point of view, can be best estimated from
-what Lieut. Colonel Frercuer of the Scoti -
Fusileer Guards, now Military Secretary to
His Excollency the Governor General of Ca." *
nads, says in his * History of the Americn
War,”? page 158, vol. iii. °* ©¢
tmns-stsxe‘sippl dopartment had beenal
most entirely cut off from the main portio:
of the gonfederacy by the result of the cam .
paign of thb preceding sumimer. The heat
of secession was in Virginia, the Carolia,
Georgia, and Alabama, and in those staty
wero to bo found (stragetically speaking
the true objective points.

“This fact was subsequently understod
and acted upon; but as during the earlie
years of the war the strangth of large armiy
had been frittered away in the -desultoy
warfare of parlisans, so at thig lafér period
was the power of theNorth diverted, fromils
properchannel to the furtherance of schems
based on political rather than military res
sons.”’ .

Early in the summer of year 1864, th: -
Federal army numbered 662,345 men unde
the command of General Graxr—and of this
force 284,630 with lavish equipment wen
brought to bear against Richmond, th
capital of Virginia, where General Robert §
Leg, the commander in chief of the Confed-
erate forces, stood at bay with 4. tot.al Tores
of 81,000 men of all arms, badly found az}
worn out with constant marching and fight
ing.

The plan of operations proposed by Gez
Gravrdid not display great originality ¢!
concoption. The following from Colord
Freroner's admirable worl, previousiy quot
ed, are in his own words after tho. conlest
had closed :—

“From the first I was firm in the contic-
tion that no peace counld be hed which woull

bo stable and conducive to the happinessd
the people both North and South, until

military power of the rebellion was cox-
pletely broken. I therefore dotermined,fint
to use the greatest number of troops post
ble against the armed force of the enmem)
proventing him from using the samo fore
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