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cers. Tho Billis 0 cssentially an clustic
and permissive one, that it cun Le stretchied
to cover all tho real requiremonts of tho
gervice, With tho complaints and grievan-
ces which culminato into & personal abuse
of the munister of Mihitia and vur energotic
Adjutant Genural, I Lavo v sytnpathy . nor
would I for one moment imagine that uny
change would give these peevish suiferers
more than temporary relief.  Their grievan.
w5 s o goneral tuing proceeds more from
personal and political reasons, than a fawr
consideration of the reyuircments of tho

rce.
{({Vhat Ishould like to sce— andwhat 1 hope
to'se0; taking the improvement of the force
during the last ten years s iny cuturion, s
1 triennial forco of 40,000 meu, retiring into
the reserve; having gono through a course
of training that they could never forget,—
wking with them as cherished remembran-
s of their soldier days theiv untorms, to
e donned once & year for the next threo
sears subsequent to their scrvice in the Ac.
tivo Mititia—their arms being stored, and
cquipments preserved for the purpose~with
Jheir organization of field, stafl, and Com-
pany oflicers complete—forming an avail-
. sblo First Class Reserve in case of need.

Establishments under. the patronage and
cntrol of Government, for the manufacture
of drms, ammunition, and clothing required
for the annual maintenance of the Yorce.
The importance of theso matters cannot be
orerestimated, apart from the "fact that tho
aoney which now goes to England for theso
things, would be turned ovesin our own
country, wo should have & base of supplics
to fall back upon in case of war, that could
not bo cut off by tho rigors of winter, or a
Hockading squadron. I connot divest my-
self of the idea that before this country at-
tsins the position to which in my belief shie
isdestincd, sho must liko all other great na-
tions pass through the fiery ordeal
of war. For this cventudlity wo
thould prepare, though tho realsation
of my prophecy may never occur.
Lshould propose no Government manufac-
toies. Private enterpriso could bo found,
as in England, whero the manufacturs of the
Dayal Rifle, (the best and simplest breech.
loader of tho age, and of Canadian inven-
tion,) smmunition of tho best quality, and
not the condemned rubbish gleaned from
damp Imperial magazines—and serviceable
cothing made from Canudian cloth, all of
which could be supplied if not cheaper, cer-
taiply a3 cheaply, as at tho present; with
ks advantages caused by an im.nediato sup-
plyof the best and netwest manufacture.
The delays caused by the want of umiforms
nstore have been severely felt m our late
Brigado Camps—the unserviceablencss and
dingerous stale of our ammuaition, atour
nille maiches,—and though we are satisfied
with onr good Sniders, yet tho age is a pro-
gressivoone.  Beyond these immediato ar-
guments lies the substantial one that wo
thould havoa basis of supply within oursclves
incaso of war. Tho “Battlo of Dorking”
mesented no such dreary picture to the im-
gaation, as that which would arise when
ourbrave Volunteers should have exhausted
thafew rounds of ammunition per man which
a present constitutes our sole dependenco
ncage of war. That gone, surrender would
b inevitable, and lives would thus have been
Tisked and ost in a hopeless struggle. But
Imust not adopt the * alarmist? strain—
1hat “bugaboo™ to Canadian readers—or
iny good effect that my remonstrances might
provewill bo lost. At tho samo time I can-
not reprobate too much the course of **lot.
l“ﬂg well enough alone” wiich is adopted
¥ lending journals, and which would altow

THE VOLUNTEER REVIEW,

459

Canada to drift in blind security on to those
rocks, ot whoso presenco we are oceasionally
reminded by “ breajcers ahead,” trusting to
energy ut the pumps, the good scamanship
of her rulers. and the devotion of he. crow
to carry her safely into port : when by timely
preparation, s good look out, and the right
man at tho helm, we might have avoided all
such dangers, and not started o plank, or
caused a leak, in tho nohle ship which is
destined to hear our proud fortunes {o the

land of the future.
Crrrrnion, ®

July, 20th, 1871,

T the Flitor fTuul Vorostebn Review,

Deran Sie,—The Jted Kiver Force has been
the object of so much deliberate slander,
and of such cold disregund, that I notico
with additivnal pain abiimphied slur, doubt.
less not witentinal, conveyed 1 a portion
of Mr. Dawson's report which appears in
your issue of 24tli instant,

Notiug the 1emarkabio evidences of al-
ity and encrgy mn orgamzation and constrac.
tiveness, which characterized the aspect of
tho neaver portages on the Lakes at the re.
turn of the expedition, aud the contrast so
afforded to their state on the outwardroute,
I am far from sdesiring either to depricato
Mr. Dawson’s talents and perseverance, or,
bearing in mind the atlention and facilities
afforded Ly his staif to tho Return Foree, to
view his statements with disfavor.

It is natural that Mr. Daswson should, by
all reasonable means, seck to impress upon
the public the advantages of his route, I
myself have always thought, since wo passed
along it on our outward jouraey, both that
it would justify his foresight, and that the
means yhich he is now adopting aroprecise-
Iy those which would render it & practicable
and comparatively easy lino of transit,

But, in the endeavour to efiect this object,
3r. Dawson has run into theerror of depict-
ing the outward passage of the Expedition
very much in tho iight of a pleasant and
Jasy excursion ; and, to heighton thescfiect,
institutes a contrast with Colonel Crofton's
journey in 1546. Tius contrast, tho' per-
haps correct as to  the actual relative difti-
culties of the two routes, involves, according
to information afforded on many hands—by
gaides, voyageurs, and Hudson’s Bay Officers
—to members of the late Force, an unfair
COMPATisOn.

If wewere rightly informed, the troops
which went by York Factory were so amply
supplied with assistance that tley had little
to do but to wallk across the portages. I
cannot, of course aftirm that the facls were
such as the expressions we have heard used
convey the impression of ; but at all events
I trust cre long to convey to tho public some
idea of the real nature of the agrecable kind
of pic-nic hinted at by Mr. Dawson.

Perhaps some of tizo legislators who visit
mineral regions in comfortablo Steamers
well supplied with chamipagne and cigars,
would like to extend their next trip a cou-
plo of hundred miles orso . our boats

on pork, tea, tobacco and bisenit.

Of course there was nothing in the way
of hardships which should ecauso a true so0l-
dier to growl; but if Mr, Dawson, or anyony
elso, imagines that X will allow tho Public to
be deluded with tho idens that we slept on
buds of roses, they will be very much mis-
takon- at least 8o long as your columms er
thoso of any respectable nowspaper are open
to truth.

There aro several dicta of Mr, Dawson’s
which, when the fitting timo arrives,
I shall be called uwon to set in their truo
light , notatly those contained in the two
penultimato paragraphs of the last colunmn
of p. 476 of your issuse above-mentioned.
%"The smoothest sailing conceivable "—was
it? By Jove, Sir, the delicate picturo so
daintily limned by Mr, Dawson n azure and
couleur.de-rose, reminds me of a rather
pretiy sentimental song 1 heard very dream-
ilv and bewitchingly sung by a lady many
yearsago. It began—

s Sleoping Idreamed, love, dreamed loveof thee,
Uer tho blue waves, love, floating were we."

And 50 on, atl very nice and pleasant.
Belied by partisan scribblers—supercili
ously ignored by military writers on the
subject—forgotten by the general public,
and coldly regarded by the authorities, it

-surely needod Mr. Dawson’s additional de-

preciation, to lead toa determination that
so much of that public asmay yet care to
know shall bo made aware that the duty
undertaken by their own citizen-soldiery
was one of severe and unremiting labor, and
that if the performance of duty is (as is usu-
ally said) its own reward, the allurements of
Manitoba were certainly not such as to dis-
twrb theserenc contemplation of the beauty
of that philosophic and highly virtuous
axiom.
I am, Dear Sir, &c.
G. W.

RIFLE MATCHES.

AT OTTAWA,

The retura match between tho Civil Ser-
vice men of the Eastern and Western De-
partmental Buildings, came off'at the Rideau
Rifle Range on the evening of Wednesday,
the 2nd inst.,, and resulted in another vic
tory for tho Waestern Block men of 17 points.
‘The following is the scoro:

WEST BLOCR.
200yds 400yds G00yds Tl.
3 XDH JR0—i2

Capt White .. ..... 3343

Eng, Watsh ...... 41443 313 1034452
L. Corpl. Patrick 03200 32021 2343331
Pte, Fletcher .. . L 32333 32333 3002336
Pte. Throop 333 242

B X R
EAST BLOCK.
200yds 4905ds 600yds Ti
Col. 8gt. Blackmore (Bs.’;)«l Zﬁwﬂ? m?oaz—ss

te. Langtdn....oeiene.. 02132 43133 w032—=35
Ple, Andersolceeeeen e 22332 3323 23020—-
Pte. DeBouchierville 22323 34344 02342—
Ple, Baxter... ...... ... 8133 2221 Q0M43—i2
Totaliceisiaiisiinnnens Vessstassennaaaas 186
Majority for Westerr. Block.cesiaasesreosnsss veesl?
MJOrity 1288 MatChie. . . venes -esesecscssccoses §
Total MAJOTI T ececcrrecnnssiancananns %

The steam power cmployed in the United
States does tho labor of 140,000,000 men,
whilo that of Great Britein is cquivalent to
490,000,000.



