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ty ?—XNo, 1t did not. I only feltjthe ship de.

pressed, and I know with all tho guns run
out on one side, she heoled over four de-
grees.

You havestated that in conversation with
Captain Coles ha said ho would like to have
the guns 2ft. 6in highor, Now, tho Caplaia
drew that much moro than she was origin.
ally designed to drdw, Do you understand
that he would like to have hind the guns 2ft.
6in. higher thar they actually wero, or 2ft.
6in. higher than the onginal design 7—1 con-
sider Captain Coles's remark to apply en-
tirely to the ship as sho then t tood.

Aro you able to stato about what number
of degrees the ship would be heeling when
you ouserved the water to riso to the foot of
tho ladder leading from the deck to the
bridge, as described by Captain Coles ?—I
am not aware that the water ever roso to
the foot of the ladder, nor can 1 tell what
would be tho angle of tho heel if it did so.
The Court must recollect that my visit to
the Captain was only ono of several that
would follow, and that I was unable when
on board to obtain matters of detail which I
should have obtained at a future period.

By Captain Rico: I saw tho water wash
against the turret. Tho ship was heeling
and rising through an arc from 12 to 14 de-
grees. Yrobably the water on deck wash-
ing from the Low to right aft was from four
to six inches deep, and it nearly swamped
the cutter in which I was when leaving.

By Captain May: The state of the baro-
meter on the morning of the 6th September
was rising, and it began to fall towards six
o'clock. Atnoon I think it was just below
30 inches—an average barometer. I first
noticed the barometer fall near 11 p.m.

By Captain Commerell : My impression in
looking at the Caplain from outside when
end on was that lier lower yards wero very
square, and her masts, especially hee top-
gallant masts, were heavy. When I wen
aboard her sails did not appear to me so
large as I expected, and when [ looked at a
report made to me of the area of tho sails
cf the ships, I was surprised to find that the
area of the Caplain’s was 28,602 feet., while
the Monarck’'s was 35,325 fect.

By Captain Brandreth: Iwaslooking fora
aalo to try the Caplain and tho Monarch in
from tho dayl left Gibraltar, with tho ob-
Jjeet of carrying out the Admiral’s instruc
tions. I did not expect on the evening of
the 6th that the galo would have been so
sudden, but I did expect that on the follow-
ing morning wo should meet with the strong
breeze for wlnch I was so anxious., With
regard to the question of freeboard, Captain
Coles aud myself had no further conversa-
tion than 1 have already stated.

By the President: On the night of tho
6th of September the weather was not such
as to cause mo any anxioty whatever as to
the safety of any ship of tho fleet. When I
Joft tho Captain on the 6th to return to my
flagship the former was hove to under full
topseails, jib, and driver. I am not sure
about topgaliant sails, Sho was at that time
lurching, having partially fallen off, with
tho sea on her broadside, her gunwale at
times being close down to the water. My
cutter alongside was then higher than her
deck, and 1 had to take the opportunity of
Jjumping into the boat. As the hip rose ‘he
water fell off’ her decks into the boat nlong.
sido. Iwas in the stern walk of the flag-
ship the greater part of the night the Cup-
fain foundered, and was probably thero ut
the time, as I was watching tho ships that
were astern of us as well as those that wero
to leeward. There wasa heavy squall and
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a thick rain at a few minutes past midnight,
whicli continued for about a quarter of an
hour or twenty minutes, Tho sen was con-
fused an:l cross at the timo. Ishould have
thouglht that Captain Burgoyneor the officer
of the watch would havo lowered the Cap-
tain's topsails in the squall, but I think the
topsails would have gone beforo any such
ship as tho Caplain would havo gone over.
I moan that had the Cenlain possessed the
stubility due to her size the topsails should
havo gone beforo she could have upset,
The Captain would probubly have been more
safe under steam and without square sails,
and I havo reason to belicve that her leo
scroew was going, becauso both Captain Bur-
goyno and Captain Coles told me thoy wero
constantly in tho habit of using the lee
screw. 1 haveno doubt that a ship undor
steam alono would be capable of keeping
the sea, with her bow to 1, better than she
could under sail. I have every inclination
to give my opinion to the Court, but the
Captain was m the hands of an able and ex-
perienced seaman. Ilo had steam at his
command to do whatever he considered best
for the ship’s safety. If I had been in com.
mand it is very probable I should have
furled sails and used steam. Bat, com.
manded as the Caplain was, I cannot say
what were Captain Burgoyne's views and
feclings on the occasion.

Vill you describe to the Court to what yon
consider the actual foundering of the Cap-
{ain was owing?—I think she must have
heeled over boyond tho angle thatI saw
when on board, and most probably somo
portion of her lee declk was under water, and
at tho samo time she had been struck by a
heavy sea to windward and thrown over, If
a ship ona squally night is compelled to
haul out of the line for safety under steam,
and so leave the fleet or compel other ships
to do the same, can she be considered it to
go to sea with o fleet 7—No.

The Court as this stage was clexred for
half an hour.

(To lic continued )
——e .

RUSSIA'S TOSITION IN TUHE EAST.

In spite af the semi-olficial disclaimers of
the Journal de St Pelorsburg, there can be no
doubt that the note of the Russian Govern-
ment annomncing the modification of the
treaty of 1856, inn regard to tlio closing of
the Black Sea to that fleet, may be accepted
as a dctermination to abolish tho wholo
treaty,

Not on)y does the discretionary right of
withdrawing in one particulary, claimed by
Russin, unply, as Eail Granville says in his
reply, its 1ight 1o willslraw in any other,
but this restriction was rouily the only one
which Russia has not in substance long ago
invaded, and to her purposes, practically
abolished. The cession of territory which
consecrated that treaty has been more than
neutralized byactive Pan-Sclavic propaganda
in all the Sclanvonic Provinces of Turkey ;
so that not only are the population of that
race, us far as Muacedonia, perfectly docileto
the word from St. Petersburg, but the Iel-
lenic national feeling onwhich alone England
andTurkey could if they wero wise, have bas
edan Anti-Sclavic organization, has been ut-
terly paralyzed by the indifferenco of the
Western Powers to its claims and utility.
To-day, by forca of Scalvonic schools and
conspiracies in tho mixed provinces, and
conspiracies alonein the Danubian, the Scla
vonic subjects of Turkoey are ready to rise at
a word from the Czar, whose moral boundary
is not, therefore, that of the treaty of 1856
but that of the next Sclavonic insurrection.

By the same treaty Russia was bound not
to construct any arsenal or fortress on the
shores of the Black Sea. But whilo only
clearing the harbour of Hebastopol of ob-
structions, she has completely ovaded the
restriction by butlding at Niclolaieff, on the
River Bug, twenty miles from its moutha
fortress fur stronger than Sebastopol, and
moro adapted to the new requirements of
warfare, while the interval of river afford fa.
cilities for defonces which makes it impreg.
nable to naval attack. Its harbour advan-
tages. though not naturilly sogreatas those
of Sebastopol, have been improved to a de.
greo known to no one outside tho adminis.
tration connected therewith. Iron-clad gun
boats Lias baen constructed at interior arse.
nals, and transported piece-meal to Nicho.
laief, whero a flect of them sufficient to
sweep the Bosphorus and Dardanelles of all
the Turkish slups, or dety all ‘Turkish shoro
defences, is now ready. Thay are said to be
of the monitor plan. So that, without hav.
ing a ship or cannon mounted on the Black
Sea, Russin is better prepared for a war on
its waters than in the Crimean campaigos,
The proftered opening ¢f the Straits for the
entry of the Turkish fleet is simply thein.
vitation of the spider.to the fly.

But the Muscovite astuteness has been
no less successful in clearing away the di-
plomatic than the mititary obstacles to sue-
cess. Wheh the Cretan insurrection was
fortuitously rrecipitated by the intnigues of
tho Empgiro of France, it fell naturally and
speedily€ino the hands of the Russian Gov-
ernmentf_ who by its able and prescient
Mumistep 1t Constantinople directed it (main
ly tln‘{éh the \merican agents in Crete,
Atheny and Constantinople), according to
Russian plans. During this insurrection the
Turkish provinces in Europe, one after the
other, made demonstrations of revolutionary
activity which were never allowed to puss
beyond control, hut went far enough to
sccure concessions which wero naver con-
templated by tho treaty of 1S36. Awmong
others the union of Moldavinaud Wallachia,
though in the Russian interest and agitated
by Russian agents, was, when effected, pro
tested against by the Czar as aninfraction of
tho treaty in question. This diplomatic re-
monstrance, then inexplicable, becomes now
clear-~it is the pretext for the abolition of
the treaty on the ground that broken agree-
ments hold no one.

ITaving thus by able intrigue, and abler
strategic constructions and preparations,
paralyzed the Turkish administration inits
European provinces, and enabled itselfl to
pour on any point of its Turkish frontier
and numocer of soldicrs, it only remainsto
Russia to precipitate a collision, and with all
its railways to flood Eurapean Turkey with
its armics, sweep the Turkish fleer, weuk,
l-provided and undisciplined from the
Straits, and, it England is not prompt and
provided. to seize and hold the Dardanelles
against English ships from the Mediterra.
nean.

‘The Russian fleet will be fitted with alt
the results of c¢xperience in ordnance and
dofeuce, their smlors are admirably diseip
lined and drilled, sud Admural Bontakotf, to
whom probably the command of the fleot
will fall, is an able, energetic oflicer. a dis-
ciplinariun of the Suwareff tvpe, 1 vetersn
of Sebastopol, and intuntely acquainted
with tue Turkish forces, us woll as vath the
English Marine [le1s ono of a fawmly ot
Admirals, * Fighung Dontakofl,” 1w com-
mand at Cronstudt, being bis clder tirother,
and he enjoys the unlimited contidence of
the Czarand the passionate devouion of his
subordinates.  Of Ignatiefl, Ambuassado:r ut
Constantinople, it is 110t necéssary to spenk.



