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Letter from Britisp Columbia.

Lovo Isuavo, B.C., Juvy 8th, 1890,
Rev. R, P. Macgay, Toroxro.

Dear Mr. MacKay -—From the above ad ress you will see that
T am at the salmon canneries. It has oocnrred to me that you
might oare to hear soniething abous the work here.

Very little work has been done as yet in canning, as very few
fish have come near the moath of the river, but a great dec! of
work is going on -atting the oenneries into working order, such as
making tins, mending and making tools and machinery, boats ard
pets, eto. Quite & number of new frame buildings have been put
up this year for the accommodation of the workmen and work-
women. Two new canneries have been built, one wholly new, the
other to replace one that was burned a litéle while ago. The
cannery shat was burned Iast Tuesday will, probably, not be
rebuils this year.

By every stage and steamer, thers comea a goodly number of
white men, Chinamen and Japanese, and the Indians sre coming
in whole families, men, women and children, old and ycnng, in
their canoes.

There canneries are suppoped to baclosed on Sundays, but a
great deal of work goes on in some, it not all of them: while out.
side the work goes on nearly the same as on other days,—stores
are open, and gambling konses, men mend their boats and nets,
and pat ap buildings, just as it God had never said * Remember
tho Babbath Day to keep it holy."”

There are four Chinese Christians here whem I have met,
three of them keep stores and they opened them yesterday, as on
other days. I remonstrated with them, bat with no visible
result, Oneof them not only keeps his store open on Sanday but
he basalso anidol in it, which, however, he says is not his but
his unole's.

All this, and much more that I havs heard and easn, teaches
me, what X learned thoroughly in China, that we onght to be very
careful in admitting Chinamen into the fellowship of the Christian
Church, that they understand what they aze doing, and have fally
made up their minds $o obey the will of God, as given in Hi.
Word, even where it seems againss their worldly interests, and is
oontrary to the practios of thoes around them.

Whben I returned from Eburne, last Friday, I foupd Dr. Liu
Yikpang, of the Methodist Mission, waiting to take the steamer
for Ladner’s Landing. I persuaded him to stay over Sanday with
me : ho went away this morning.

We bad splendid opportunities yesterday, for preaching the
Gospel to goodly crowds of Chinamen, Indinns, Japaness and
white men, we each spoke three times in Chinese, and I also spoke
three times to thoss who understood English,—we spoke in four
different places.

I also $alked to a crowd in & gambdling house. This house is
kept by a Chinamen named Ta’m Chau, nicknamed Hak Ewai
Chau, i.e., **Black Devil Chau,” not on aocount of his character,
though that is black enough, but on accotnt uf his complexion,
which is not 50 very black. Besides being & gambler, this man is
s prominent member of the Chiness Secret Soouty which is
supposed by many white people to z¢ Mssonio,~bat is really a
Bociely of men combined for the parpose of protecting one another
in wickedness, and terrorizing snd blackmailing their countrymen.
We call them * Highbinders.” He haa also, at times, is is aaid,
been engaged in the traffic of women for itnmoral purposes. Some
years ago he was ap earnest open opponent of the Gospel, and
tried to hinder the preaching, bui now he does not do thess
things openly, and outwardly seems quite friendly. I talked to
him very plainly, bat he puts the matter o in a light joking way,
saying *I'll join the Church at the end of the year.” This
causes & good deal of merziment amomg the byatanders, who
wonld, prcbably, as soon expect me to worsbip their idols as Ta'm
Obau to become a Christian, yet our God may sven work this
miracle to their amazemcot, and perhaps, salvation, for his con-
version, would, doubtless, infloence many others, as he has been a
leader in evil s0 he might become a leader in good.

Iam sorry that I have not got a supply of tractsin English
and other European Ianguages, and in Japaness aleo, as 1 think,
I could distribnte them here to the Glory of God and tho good of
men. Therearc two Churches within & mile or 40 of each other,
one Methodist, the other Presbyierian, but great numbers will not
go to either.

I was surprised 10 learn, the osher day, shat there is a boas
population on the Fraser River,—people who live in hoats all the
year round, and a8 one man said t0 rue *'no Missionary ever comes
nerns” .
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It seoms strange to mo that people who will not go to hoar the
Gospsel when they have the opportunity, yet make 1% a matter of
complaint that no nne seeks them ous with the Gospel. I never
hear them ocomplaining that nc one seeks them ons to minister to
their bodily wants, no,—~they look after that themselves, and go to
great trouble and pains to supply their own physical needs, but
expeot somo other person to go to the trouble of supplying their
spititual noeds, that they may have the gratification, in many
cages, of refusing to acoept it, even when it is broughs to their
very doors.

Your letter, telling me of the Board's action in transferzivg me
to the Mainland, came duly to hand, and Mrs. Colman and I
expect to move soon,

Hoping and praying that His kingdom may speedily come, and
His will be done on earth as it is in Heaven, Iremain,

Yours in His service,
(8gd.) C. A. CorLuax.

The world is rapidly running together, and yet one thousand
million of its inhabitants, fifteen times the entire population of the
Uuited States, are in pagan darkness end corruption.

A copy of the New Testament was givan to a man cooneoted
with the railway servics in Tokio. Without examination babegan
‘o use it for waste paper. Bus one day he chanoud to ses the
words * Loove your enemies,’ and was 80 impressed with this rev
idea that he asked for a complete copy of the book thas he might
learn more of thin atrange doctrine. Tho result was his own ocon.
version and thz.e of his whole family.

A boy in a mission school in Indis, in his examination paper on
¢ The 1liad,"” wrote : Thetitle, ** King of Men,' is wrongly applied
to Agamemon. It belongs tv Christ, who is King of all men.

The soui, crippled by sin and weakeued by indalgence, needs
something mora than knowledge. He sbo sees in Jeaus only “s
teacher come from God,” sees not what the world most needs, a
Power outside ocurselves that makes for righteoasness. Not, «“I
will show you the way," baus ** I am the way," isthe joyful mensage
of Jeaus $0 a lost world.

The Indian Opiam Commission basat last rendered its verdiot.
Thres questions wers submitted for investigation: Is ths moder-
ate of opium injurious to the natives of India? Is publio opinion
in India hostile to ita use ? Is prohibition of it practicablej To
each of these queations the commission answers in the negative.
This will be no surprise to those who have followed ths conrze of
this investigation. Neither will it be satisfactory to Christian
men and women in India who know the effects of the opinm traffio.

It is now reported that since the presentation of a ocopy of the
New Testament $o the Dowager Empress of China, a Christian
Chinese woman, has been called to the royal palace to fill the
position of ..urse.

People who care little for Foreign Missions quote the passagp,
' beginning at Jernsalem," and think that till home destitution is
supplied they need nos bother wuch about destitution abroad.
They forget the rest of the passage, and they read wrong whst
they quote. The Greek is apo and the passage shounld reed
“beginning from Jerasalem.” They were to make that their
starting point as they go into all the world. The language
forbids their waiting in Jerusalem till the destitution was supplied.
Whoever therefore favors letting Foreign Missions wait till the
needs at home are met, takes issus squarely with our Lord Jecns
Christ.

Mr. Chester Holcombe in his book * The Real Chinaman"
states the strange fact that in the Province of Honan, aboas she
oentre of the Chinese Empire, is a single villags ot Jews, who have
manifestly occopied their preeent location since the dispersion of
the tribes. Through all the centories they bave qaietly preserved
their ancient ritual and all the other ossential forms of their
national ideantity.

Shinto ie, above everything else, an ancestur worship, a rell-
gious respect for the country and for the men whose heroio deeds
still inspire its peoplo.

Those who oppose foreign missions should remember that it
was all Zoreiga wissions once, There would never have been any

svangelization or Chriwtian civilization in Europe, Britain, or
Armaries exoept for the aggressive {oreign miuionary spirit. -




