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Mackenzie, indutlges in proplîey. He wv'ites - Il As' 1 stood uipoxi the surandit of
the bliff Iooking downi uipon the glittering lsîke 300 feot below, and aicross the
botindless plains, no living thiing iii view. no souind of life anywlîere, 1 thouglit of
the tinte to coine whlen w~ill be seen passing swviftly along the horizon the white
clouid of the locomotive on its way froîn the Atlantic to the Pacifie, and wv1îcx the
Valley %vill rcsouind with the înany voices of those w~ho hlave corne froîn the busv
<iity on the banks of' the Red River to sec thc beautifuil lakes of the Qul'App)elle."
How liatural it al] sounids niow, but doîîbtlcss 1V felu iii 1869 uiponi as deaf cars ais
sirnilar forecaists mnade at the present tlixne by nncînhers of oui- geological survcy, or
mi the fiervid words of Mackenzie a litindred years ugo.

1 hiave îîot examincd the various British lîlue books froîîî 1832 Vo 1876ý ncarlv
forty lui nuiber, relating to the settliment of' the 1-oundary betweeni the United
Staîtes and Canada, but ini addition to the work by Bigsby and Botichette this isithe
tinte to mention twvo sci-!itific resitfs arising fromn înarking Vue forty-ninth parallel.
Jolin Keast Lord whlo acted as NatuiralisV to the British North Ainericani IBoindary
C2ommnission wl'ehcnmarking tic boundary line fr-oui the Pacifie coast to the castern*
slope of' the Rocky M)ouintîîins, puiblishcd Vwo illustrated volumes iii 1866 on 0,
natuiral history of Britishi Colubia.* And ini 1874 and 1875, Dr. George M
Dawson, not yet dLonncc(ted with the Geological Stirvey of Canada, made his reports
on the geology and resources of the Il region lut the viciniVy of the forty-inthi
parallel fromn the Lake of Vue Woods to the Rocky Mouuntains."t

I haive tUns faîr in(licated, noV with preeise accuriîey, but perhaps sufilciently, th,-
extexît of the exploratory wvork (lou1e iu Vue country now included la Caniada, under
the auspices of the rading coxnpanies and the early governmcents, and noV by
establishied geologicul ami natural hiistory surveys. If we cousider the puiblieatiors
by their nuimber they stand as an evidence of the inability or titiwillingncss of
Canadiaus lit the past Vo grasp tic future of thieir comitry, and judged by the
quantity of mnatter of a pur-ely selentifie nature, Vhicy betray ant indifference to higlier
,cousiderations iiot creditable Vo thieir intelligence. We certainly owe a debt of
gratitude to tue few ardenit men w~ho braved the terrors of oîîr unknowvn lauds and
gave us Vhis scanty literature.

Before refcrring Vo Vhe regular geological survey esVablishied in Canada ini 1843,
1 should like to compare tUic exploratory wvork dlonc lui the Uni ted States before the
cstablishrnent of a regular geological survey, by Vue Federal Governmcunt. 1V must
be borne in mind that during nearly hiaif a century before the Federal Governnmcnt
cestablished a reguilar survey nost of the States liad establishied surveys on thieir oit
accountjust as we shall have occasion Vo reiaind you that our survey wvas originally
a Provincial and noV a Doiniion survey. NoV referriing, then, to flie work donc by
the variouis States, but mercly to the exploratory work of a similarly irregular
character to that donc ini Canada ini early days, I shall read a lisV of expeditions
ordered by the United States Governmcnit. 1V does inot pretend to be accurate
either as to the mnmber oi, as to tic details given of Vhe various expeditions. IV was
compiled xnerely iii order to indicate howv imuh more earnestly the people of the
United SVates craved for information about their misettled ameas. The niajority of
the reports are quartos illustrated with expensîve plates and often running iinto
several volumes. Tfli Pacilic Railroad reports alone exced iniinaVter ail VhîaV we
havec donc. Tue dates given lu the following list soînetimnes indicate the date
of the expedition, soinet.hncs of the publication of the reports:

1804-6. Captains Lewis and Clark. Front the nioth of the Missouri River
through to Pacifie Occan.

1805-7.-Lieut. Zebmlon 1%. Pike. Thriougl,,i western territories of North
Anierica. To hiend wvaters of Mississippi River, through Louiisiania Territory and iii
New Spain.

181920.-ajorSteplien H. Long, Pittsburg to the Rcky Mouxîtaixîs.
1820-1-enry Rl. Sehioolcraft. From Detroit through Great Lakes to source of

Mississippi River.
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