180

lhe lecr.lls h.t\'c dmpped lmrcslmtul rscxprocn\' md h.u'c
not the courage to advocate ordiniry reciprocity, seeing
that in the Wilson hill the Democrats have studiously re-
frained from giving them any encourigement ; but some of
them are shouting vigorously for ¢ free trade with all the
worle,” in the hope of embarrassing the Government.  No
one knows hetter than Mr. Laurier that this is sheer dema-
gogy; that free trade is impossible under existing con-
ditions and that even if it were practicable it would lang us
in a sea of misfortune.  We all remember the days of
1874-78 when, to firmer and artisans, manulicturers and
merchants alike, it almost seemed that the Mosaic predic-
tion had been fulfilled - ** In the morning thou shalt say.
Would God it were even, and at even thou shalt say, Would
God it were morning.” If times were bad then what would
they be now ware our market thrown open to the Ameri-
cins wmd all the world beside?  Factory goods would be
temporarily reduced in price by the slaughtering process
nd to that extent the farmer and mechanic would be bene-
fited 3 but the moment the Canadian industries interested
had been destroyed,prices would go up with & bound just as
they did in that awful period, and the last condition of our
people would be worse than the first. A Liberal paper in
Quebce says “the Liberal leaders must not be held respon-
sible for the utterances of cranks ” as ‘“all they want is
tariff reform on the Wilson bill basis.” 1f that is what
they want they cannot have read the Wilson bill, since it
leaves the duties on nearly all manutactured staples higher
than the present Canadian duties and establishes ad valor-
em rates on farm products that are more protective than
the specific rates imposed by the NoP. 1f the Liberals have
any regard for the wellbeing of the country they will ceuse,
for a time at least,to make the tariff i football of party pol-
itics. At a crisis like this, when the United Siates
England arc in the throes of an industrial and commerdiny
convulsion, it would be simply courting disaster for us to
level the barrier that has thus far saved us from a similar
catastrophe.  The tariff can be reformed as Ministers pre-
pore to reform it without exposing our industries to the
certainty of obliteration, and an intelligent eflort can be
made to increase trade with the Australian colonies and
other markets as well as to make the most of those reduc-
tions in the United States tarniff which are likely to augment
our exports of lumber, wool, barley, iron ore and other na-
tural products, That is the only sound policy for us at the
present juncture.  When the clouds roll by it may be wise,
perhaps, to make a further reduction of the tariff, while still
adhering to a protectionist basis.  Meunwhile every one
who wishes well to Canada should discourage the projects
of anarchy rather than of reform that aire being propounded
by ignorant and reckless persons.  In the United States
there is already a marked reaction against the very moder-
ate reform proposed by the Wilson bill. A few days ago a
Republican wits elected to Congress from New York City
for the first time since 1878, s Democratic majority of g,000°
at the clection of 1892 hitving been turned intoa chublic:m
mijority of 1,000. The Dunm.r.nts and Populists in the
House of Representatives have a majority of 102 in a4 mem-
bersh.p of 356, but the odds are that the Republicans will
carry the House at the Congressional elections nest fall.
The American people are suffering as they never suffered
before, but what would be our condition if, instead of a
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temperutc meusure of rcform, the tariff were committed 1o
the hands of the *¢ cranks” who are preaching absolute tre
tride without knowing what it means or what it would en.
tail ?

Following in the wiake of the Populists certain Canadiay
agitators are advocating schemes of finance which it they
should ever be reatized would be hurtful in the tast dogree
to the public credit.  There is no demand for a denreaantad
curreney, but the Kansas project for getting the Govern.
ment to advance loans on land and crops is coming wo the
front in Western Ontario.  Qur experience with the Muni.
cipal Loan Fund was bad enough, but if the Provincid
Government were to lend money to private individuals a
less than the current rate of interest, or even at a higher
rate, the treasury would soon be bankrupt. A scime of
the kind was tried in Norway forty or fifty years ago with
culamitous results, Most of the money advanced was wast-
e, private enterprise almost died out. there was an wting
of corruption, non-borrowers were taxed to death to make
good the default of borrowers ; in the end the Goscromen
found itself saddled with an enormous debt and with large
tracts of land seized for non-payment of loans, for winchit
had to charge an exorbitant rent in order to recoup itself
for back interest.  The Sun, of London, the mouthpicce of
the Patrons, is smitten with the single-tax idea, but that
fad will hardly make its way amony the farmers once they
perceive that it means land confiscation. There is far
more vitality in the plan for turning the Provincial Govern.
ment into a note-shaving shop for farmers, though it isnn
clear why they atone should obtain advances ; the rest of
us have just as good right to such assistance. - Like *fre
trade with all the world” regardless of the demands of the
public revenue or of the immense interests which would b
paralysed and destroyed, the Joan scheme is one of thow
radical cure-alls which make their appearince in periods of

udustrial distress just as an epidemic calls forch the quack

doctor with his questionable remedies.  The danger i tha
in countries like Canada and the United States the advoe
acy of them may carry away a multitude of unthinking per-
sons for awhile, embarrass the men of light and leading, wd
give outsiders the impression that nothing is safe in « com.
munity where such chimeras are pursued.

THE WILSON BILL AND THE DOMINION T.1RIFF

Opposition papers and speakers, perhaps without know-
ing what they are about, aire spreading abroad in Cenada
a wholly erroneous notion of tha extent of the tarift reue
tion proposed by the Wilson bill.  They hive in mind that
the Democrats at their national convention pronounced
the protective tariff a “‘ robbery ', declared it to be uncon
stitutional and pledged themselves to a tariff for revenue
only, and take it for granted that the Wilson bill is a
heroic measure that cuts and slashes and tears things up by
the roots after their own hearts,

Protection has been the policy of the United States for
so long, and the leading industrics have waxed so great
and powerful under its shelter, that even if the Democrats
had not committed themsclves to the elimination of protec
tion, one would have heen wirranted in surmising that any
bill introduced by them v ould go far in that direction.
In his book, *“Twenty Yecars in Congress,” Mr. lilin




