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live Iuswrance »ales and the Cily Fathers—The Toronfo

Doard does ilself credit i yepariee—Retail Mercantile stock

rales in Zoronto ave lower lhan elsewhere—1lublic School

Insurance—Fire inguests must be pasd for by the pariy or.

dering them,
DiEAR EDITOR,

The topic of mwost interest to-day is that of Fire Insurance
rates in the City of Toronto. Last month a deputation from
the City Council was given ahearing by the Torouto Board, and
spoke carnestly, to the effect that the Companies should cither
cantribute to the maintenance of a salvage corps, or lower the
rates of insurance, generally, Sowme ofthe daily papers, taking
the matter up, have added their voice to the call for lower rates
of insurance. The Toronto Board noting these things, and the
items that have appeared in the papers from time to time
during the past few months all having the same burden and
trend, and asserting that immense revenuc aud profit was
derived from this city by the Companies as awhole, have happily
hestirred themselves to meet the case, with the result that a most
excellent reply was given by letter and accompanying figures, to
the City Council. As great painswere taken in the compilation
of this document, I think it would be of interest to your readers
not only in Toronto, but also in Montreal and elsewhere, I
enclose you a copy, trusting you may be able to give space to
the whole document either in this issue or the next. By order
of the Board, copics of this seply were sent to the daily papers
but  so far as I know, not one of them has ventured to publish
the fgures, which are regular knock-down arguments to the
pretension set up, that the fire appliances of Toronto are so
ample and efficient as to warrant large reduction in present
rates. Just 1o think that a city with 190,000 of 2 population
is without even onc steam fire engine, whilst Syracuse with
95,000 people, Hartford with 53,000, have cach cight engines !
Further, the retail stocks of Toronto, the most numerous class
of mercantile risks, arc charged ouly 75c. here, as compared
with .goc. for the same Jines in cach of the two cities named.
The stocks in other large cities average higler rates than
Toronto, also, and these have a still lasger equipment of
engines and fire appliances.  Then Toronto has no fire boat
for protection of its water front, between which and the rest of
the city run the many railway tracks which so hamper the five
brigade when fires oceur on the south side of the Esplanade;
no water tower to give instant extra pressure when needed ;
no salvage corps, and not enough chemical engines. Per
contra, it has an cfficient fire brigade unusually quick in actiou,
wlto by their carly appearance at a fire can make cven a bucket
of water Qo good service, if they can only get it and, so far,
we have had luck.

The Publie School Board of Toronto have been eriticizing the
rates paid on their schools; and finding that outside of Toronto
a joc. rate for 3 years has prevailed in ¢ A towns west of
hiere, they have addressed the T, Board, asking for a reduction
from Soc. to joc., and this equitable reduction. has been
granted them. It is rumiored they intend to further cconomize
by reducing the amownt of insurauce hitlierto carried on cach
huilding. The value of the schiool properties is estimated at
$1,560,000, 0n which they carry an insurance of £500,000.  These
school risks arc generally held to be good risks, akthiough some
losses have oceurred in them outside Toronto. You will note
onr School Board put their trust, as do mawny others, very
Targely in the city fire appliances as they at present exist.

Small fires (may they ever beso) are very prevalent in the
city.

The recent inquest into the Globe Clothing store fire will
hiavea good effecct. It isasalutary measure, too seldom applicd,
for # seems there is ab Act reluting to it, which provides that
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the party calling for the inguest must pay the costsof its n
the ease above metitioned, through some oversight, the cou.
were actually incusred, at the time when the Crown Attorey
sent an order to the Mayor for his sig. uture, as authorizing the
inquest.  This he rffused 10 give, not haviny been consuitedyy
the beginning. 1f the fucilitics for getting fire insurance woe
less than they are, no doubt the people would insist on a ny
enquiry into all suspicions fires 3 but, as it is, the good uatured
wonied companies foot the bills anywiy.
Yoturs,

TORONTO, 12th May, 1894, ARIEL.

ANTEDILUVIAN AGAIN
Jidilar INSURANCE AND FINANCE CHHRONICLE.

Sir,—Your correspondent ¢ Nonehalanee ” has my fult !
unreserved pennission to swile at my seatiments,  1lis amie
or frowns, fortunately, have no perceptible effect on the que
tioy. Truth is immuwtable and cannot change; so witke
“Nonchalance ” be grave or gay, the all-pervading truth of oy
sentiments stands regardless of the humor in which your vaje
correspondent finds himself

It is nice of him, though, to explain that he did not intend1,
ridicule me, and further on to point out that had wy ongm,
assertions been gualificd by an ¢ I believe,” they would Iy
been less open to derision !

Iold ! my good ** Nonchalince ¥} 1o not flatter yourself, |
am vain enough to believe it requires something more ty
your puny shafts to turn anything 1 have said to ridicunle.

That pretty little sentence of his regarding the maximun; ¢
absurdity calling only for the minimwm of refutation mayle
very selfsatisfying, but it is not @t «all apposite. 1w qus
prepared to admit the minhnum of refutation, but I subpz,
with all deference, that ¢« Nonchalance's™ mere assertion sz
itself insufficient to prove the absundity of any proposite,
This is a very casy muthod of disposiny of an opponent, it
overthirow, however, is not generally considercd complete Y
any but the one who resorts to this style of coutroversy.

That story of his aunt and his uncle sounds famihar, bt}
have always heard it the other way.  ‘‘ Nonchalance ™ will ja
sist in shewing his deep reading.

Having poked cousiderable fun at e, ¢ Nouchadance ™ co
descends to cotte down to my level and discuss the subic
which has called forth this correspondence.  He says, inrege
to the broker in fire insurance, if property owners want then,
and the companies tolerate and pay them, that is suffice:
reason for their existence ; in otlier words, whatever is, is rigit
I do not think any reasonable person will accept this doctriz

Then again I deny that property owners want them. T
average man places his risk through a broker because he thizk
that is the ounly way the business can be done; and, evenifh
thought otherwise, lie feels that his unsupported action wee
have but little effect on the system, however pernicious, ok
drifts with the tide.  Qecasionally the piess, the voice of i
thinking public, poiuts to the evil; but again sclfish motiy
couie in, and nothing more is heard.

The companics tolerate and pay them ! More’s the pity! &

I venture to say if sy friend ¢ Nonchalauce” could get aner
pression of opinion from those circles in London and New Vet
that he kuows so snuch about, he would learn that the ooz
pauies, though they tolerate and pay them, have no love for
brokers.

Thew, © Nouchalauce » cndeavors to score by citing thes
hrokers, stock brokers, ctc. Before he can suceced in this b
ever, e must prove the analogy between that kind of bueie
aud the fire insurance hroker, and this he cannot do becxt
there arc several essential points of difference hetween thetse
but even were lie to succeed in doing so, it wonld avail hin»
thing until the accessity for the tea broker had been poe
By-and-by we may expect to hicar the tea broker provmgb
right to Jiave an existeuce and a being by pointing to his fri!
thef.ib. .



