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Tho great Parlinmentary event of
tho wock has been the compromiso
arrived at between the two rival parties
for facilitating the passnge of tho Par-
ish Councils Il T¢ is looked upon
83 ouo moro grand atroke of polioy to
tho credit of the Old Parliamentary
Hand. The Radical as well as tho
Couservative irreconcilables will, do-
spito their grumblings, accopt it. They
aro sulky that they huve Leen donied
their rrquest for a littlo more Obstruc-
tion on the one haud, and a little more
**Quillotine ” on tho other, but thoy
aro not nponly rebellious. Tho progress
of tho 1lll since tho understanding
was arrived at has been, comparativoly
spaaking, lightning-like, Compromise,
indecd, scems almost as effectivo os
closure.

A fow doys ago we were inuocently
congratulating ourselves ou tho lonity
of tho wintsr of 1893, All through
Novombor and Decersber swallows,
humming-birds, buttorflies and moths,
creatures which we nnturally associate
with Summer have been flying around
in almost tropical profusion. Yester
day ovening, howovar, came somo snow,
und ycesterday night o frost of tho good
oldfashioned” type. To-lay wo havo
had more snow, and an icy wind such
as may mnko oven the most hardy and
robust inclined to turn up their cont
collars, nud to feel indiguant ut tho ap-
paront blunder Naturs has wado in
sotting tho Human ear in such a way
that it ia exposed to the bitiog blast.
It in roally what is called a cold snap,
and skating and toboganuing—the Int-
ter a recent importation—to the great
delight of the student home for his
holidays, aro being merrily indulged in
on all eides.

Like poor forgottsn Congreve Mr.
Stead’'s propased new daily papor,
waich was eimply to direct the destin-
iea of the human race—uothing moro—
has blazed, the comet of a very short
soason, and hus now found the * mean-
est of ail sepulchres.” Tho conductor
of thie unique journal—had it ever got
beyond its specunon number—proposed
to sit in his editorinl chai- and pull the
stringa of European and foreiga politics.
It a Pope was to bo svlected tho editor
of the new journal would hava to be
communicated with and consulted ; if
tho Prime Minister proposed to bring
ia @ big Bill bo woutd have to sound
the viowa of the same omniscient per-
sonage. Indeed, pictures have been
drawn of an unfortunate Prime M:ais-
tor waiting submissively in the passage
whilst the groat man is settling some
more important businuss in his editor-
ial sanctum, which would henceforth
be the very centro of gravity, if not
that of the universo itself. After uli
theas graphicdescriptions of journalism
extraordinary, it is a trifle disappoint.
iog to leara that tho new paper is not
to come out at all. The idea has bren
aband nod, and what money was sub-
scribed is now finding its way back to
the pocket¢ whenco it came.

A friend admittad to me the other
day quito frankly that she bad been all
the way to Brighton at Caristinas for
the purpose of secing Me. Gludstone,
Sho has riot been sucsessful in obtaining
a snat in the Ladwes’ Gallery at the
Houso of Gommons when Mr. Gladatone
has bosn presens, and has never yet
secn him going iuto Palnce yard, Ac-
cordingly she repaired to Brighton,
where sho was tod shy would bu sure
to seo the Premicr on tho sea front.
I asked if her «usst was successful.
“ Yes," sho roplied with a littlo hesita-
tion, it was iz a way. On tho last
day I was thore I saw Mr. Gindstono
in Lion Mnsions.” “ You weroinvited
to megt him, thon.” linquired. * Not
exactly,” wags thu regny. * You soe, 1
observed a small crowd of people look-
ing up at ono of the windows. 1 at
once joined tho crowd, und saw the back

of Mr. Gladstone's hoad. Tho nld
gentlomnn  was reading, and never
stirred, [ was able to iook at him for
quito a long while, The crowd was,
liko mysclf, decply iatereated.

By the death of Bir Samuol Baker,
which took place last Saturday at
Sampford Orleigh, his Dovonshire soat,
tho world hnas beon deprived of ono of
ita most notoworthy oiticons, Sir
Samucl Baker was equally distingulshied
for his prowess with his ritlo and with
his pon, as an explo-er and as an ad-
wioistrator. Many parts of tho world
hava como under his purviow, but
Africn was tho continent on which he
voncentrated his lLest encrgies. MHis
career wns un eventful and a uaeful
one. Ono cannot but admire the
dauntless courage, great organisiog
capacity, and montal activity which
characteriscd tho greater part of his
life, It was not only Iigypt to which
he dircoted his attention, Tho ex-
ploration of the Upper Nilo was one
of bis chicf foats, displaying veat en-
duranco as woll ns & keen love of
scientific inquiry, Egypt owes much
to Sir Samue! Bakor, and so does Eng-
land, for Lo penctrated the dark con-
tinent at a time when exploration in
Ceontral Africa was not tho familiar
wattor, it has sinco become, His die
coveries, great iu thomsclves, paved
the way for still further rosoarches by
his successors aud imitators, 1llo was
sustained in his chiof cflort by tho on.
durance, tho encouragement and tho
companionship of his wife and his
literary achievemonts owo wuch to her
prompting if not to her actual work,
Although Sir Samuel was not a
Duvonshire man by birth, he was 8o by
long residence, and tho county has
prido in having been made tho home of
ro distinguished an explorer nnd
scientist. Even to tho last the mental
vigour and literary activity of Sir
Samuel has Leen suatained, for his
lotters concerning the loss of tho Fre-
toria and the condition of the navy
attracted attention, their authorship
their powerful argument and the vein
of common sense that pervaded them
giving to them special weight. Sir
Samuel Baker was both beloved and re-
spected whers ho was best known, o
belonged to aclass of men of whom tho
world has not scen many and possesses
few.

— - -

Geology In the Making. .

A curious piece of comtemporary
geology is being worked out in New
Jersey. The whole coast has been long
sinking, and the process is still going
on. A cuiious iudustry is carried on
‘n the southern part of the State—tho
mining for cedar.  Some of these nohle
trees oxhuwed from their swampy
burial, exceed threo - * in diamoter,
with the timber perfectiy sound. The
“lay” of these uprooted trees, accord-
ing to the Americansraturalist, 1n.
dicates the devastation, probably of
extraordinary cyclones, occurring at
innense intervals of timo, thus level-
ling onoe forest upon aunother that had
been thrown down long befora.  The
cedars growing there to-day send their
roots amoag their long buricd ancestors
The rings upon some of the exhumed
treesshowa growth of 1,500, or possibly
2,000 years, and the existence of at
least two buried forests below the
present growth is indisputable.

It s probably not the coldeat weather you
aver knew o your life ; but that is how you
fecl yust now, becausn past suflcrings are soon
forgotten, and because your blood needs the
eariching, invigorating iofloenco of Ayer's
Sarmsaparilla- -the Suporior Modicino.

Tooth powder is an oxcollent cloanser for
fine filagreo jowelry.

Benziger's €athiotle Homne Aunnal, 1595
Wo have just recolved a sapply of this
very popular aanual. It contains the usual
EOOd things in the shapo of sterics, poeins
{stortcal and bivgraphical sketches, an
Rlcnty of protty, intereating pictares. Prico
y mail 25cts., inatampaor scrip. Address,

Catuorrg Rraister Publishing Co., Ltd,,
Toronto, Ont,

THE CATHOLIC REGISTER.

Popo ic0 XU,

Whon Loo XIIL, goos to pass the
day at the tower ho e accompanied by
bia cameriore partecipante—gentloman
glrcluto)-lu-nitin ~—~an oflicer and two

oblo Guards. Ho is carried from his
apartmont in n sedan chaie through the
loggio of Raphacl and tho mnsenma to
tho outranco to the Vatican gardene,
whero bis carriago awaits him. The
prolato-in-waitingscata himself opposito
his Holincss, and tho Nuble Guards
mount their horacs, and eacort thoe car-
ringo. After two or threa turns round
thoe garden ho alights at tho door of the
tower, diswmisses his cnmericro and
guards, who roturn to the Vatican with
tho carringe, haviog recoived orders to
como for him at four or fivo o'slock.

At tho towor, ready to attond to his
personal wants, ho finds his groom of
tho chambors, Signor Cectra—an im-.
portant personsge in the Papsl houso-
hold—aud throo otber scrvants. An
nmusing ocsurtence, to which the Pope
submits witli moro or loss paticnce, is
tho inovitablo presenco of tho huad
gardenuvr, & cleanshaved shrivalled
little minn in o frock cont and tall hat,
who meots him every morning at the
door to ofler a atiff, old-fashiouned nose-
gey, and romains kneoling whilo his
Holincss inquires about his olives and
his grapevincs. Then the door is
clozed, and tho Popo rotires to his room,
where ho remains alono from 9 o'clock
till noon, whon his dinneris brought to
him, It does not take much food to
proservo in life tho disphanous frame
of tho elderly Pontiff and, in fact, ho
scoms to considor eating a tronblesome
suporfluity. The simplest kind of
food and tho least oxpensive is what
ho prefers, A light soup, the wing of
a chicken, rico cooked in broth, and a
light entreo of somo sort, constitutes
his midday meal, which lasts about 20
minutes. Sowetimes during his din-
ner ho hasa littlo chat with his sorvant,
Ceotra, who waita on him. Thoen he
lies down upon hix Little couch for an
hour to rest. Itis in the towor that
ho recoives the Oardinal Secrotary of
State, but the daily audienco rarely
lasts over an hour, and no onso else is
allowed to disturb bis solitude.—Iall
Mall Gazette.

PS

An Irish Soldier Becomes a Monk.

On tho first of November last, the
feast of All Saints, Mr. Samuel All-
mau, native of Cork, and late private
in her Maojesty’s 60th Regimont of
Foot (Welsh regiment) at present sta-
tioned in Malta, received tho habit of
the Augustinian Order as lay brother
at St. Augustine’s Novitiato, Oitta
Vecchin. Brother Allinan sorved seven
years and six months with his regimont
and was statiooed in Dublin at tho
time, and was one of the guard of hon-
or detailed for Lard Aberdecn on the
memorable day when that nobleman
left Dublin in 1886. The ceremony of
reception was witnessed by o large
number of Iriah, Multeso and Euglish
friecnds, who were afterwards enter-
tained in a very hospitable manuer by
the good fathers of the Order. Brother
Allman's namo in religion is Patrick
Augustine.

A Curfous Bird Legend.

January 30th and 318t and Febrnary
1st are famoas at Constantinople,
Brescin and along tho Danube and the
Rhine as tho ** Blackbird Days.” A
curious legend says that originally all
species of grackels (blackbirds), were
white, and that thoy becameo black be
cause, during one year in the middle
ages, the threo days mentioned above
were 80 cold that all the birds in
Europo took refuge in the chimneys.
At Brescia, Mr, Swainson says, the
threo days ave cclebrated with o feast
called “ I giorni della merla,” or * the
feast of tho transformation of the bird.”

Bread crumbs cleanse silk gowns.
There is nothiog mean bofore God, unless
it bo a baso zoul nndor high titles.—Lytton,

Athletes.
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I biavo bean drinking 8t. Leon Min.
oral Water rogularly for four yonrs
and conslder it tho “ery best thlnf to
drink whilo in general trafuing, It is
an excellent regulator, kiaving com-
Blctely cured mo of constipation and

ldnoy trouble,

W, . HAZLITT,

883 Manuing Ave., Torunto,
Chiamplon Pedostrian of Cauda.

St. Leon Miveral Water Co., Ltd.

Head OMce—Klug St., Toronlo,
All Dealors.

@_MPRESS—HOTEL

339 YONGE
STREET,

A Corn. Gould Bireet
J TORONTO,

TERMS:
$1.00 & $1.50
- / per day,
8treet Care from Unlon Station pass every S minutes.
R. DISETTE, . . Proprietox,
Telephiono 2100,

LISTEN!
M. J. CROTTIE,

838 and 844 YONGE STREET,
Can soll you
Staple and Fancy DRY GOODS,
on’s Furnishings, Hats and
Caps, Ties, Shirts,
and Cufls,

As cheap as any other storo in the city.,
Call and be convlnced, Oar stock Is
always well assorted.

M. J. CROTTIE,
838 and 844 Yongo st.,

{The Beaver.) North Toreanto.
TELEPIIONE 3342,

RUBBER BOOTS

And Other Rubber Goods Ropaired

H. J, La FORCE

Fine Boots & SBhoes Made to Order
184 CHURCH STREET

Toronto, - Ont.
St. Jerome's College

‘Berlin, Ont.

Completo Classical, Phillosiphicyl and Come.
morclal counrses, and Shorthand and Type-

writing. or furthor particulars addreus,
Toerms Iucludlnf all nccossary oxponres, 0x-
oopt for booka §

41 r anhun.
Rxv. Tuzo. g:'xrz, g R.,D.D.,
Presiden

WEDDINGS,
WEDDING caxes,
WEDDING suppuies,

HARRY WEBB,
447 YONGE STREET,
Torouto.

J. YOUNG,

(ALEX. MILLARD,)

TheleadingUndertaker

847 YONGE STREET.
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(ELEPHONE 419,



