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DEATH OF MOTHER BERNARD

(Bpoctaliy Written for the Regieter,)

Almost within sonnd of the glad
joy bells heralding the Golden
Jubilea or Fiiticth Amniversary of
the Foundation of the Conumunity
of St. Joseph in Toronto, Mother
Mary Bernard Dinan, the link be-
tween the present and the past of
the congregation, the sole survivor
of the four co-foundresses of the
Order in Canada, died suddenly, of

angina pectoris, in the Sacred
Heart Orphanage, Sunnyside, on
Monday, the zoth iust., at 9.30

pan.  Her death came as a shock
not alone to the Community whose
joylul Jubilee Symphonies are
changed to notes of mourning, but
o the Catholic population at large
who loved and esteemed the de-
parted religious for her excellent
qualities ol Lead and heart. her
magnificent geiicrosity and noble
spirit of self-sacrifice,

MOTHER BERNARD'S RELIGI-
0US LIFE.

The history of Mother Bernard's
religious life is the history of the
Community of St, Joseph in Can-
ada. She was the youngest mem-
ber of the little colony of four re-
ligious women who in the early
days of October, 1851, left the
greut neighboring Republic to come
to establish their Community on
allen soil.  Ostensibly from the
States, they were, with one excep-
tion, -not. Americans, The Mother
Superior of the little baud first
saw the light in beautiful France,
supny Lyons cradled her; Western
Canada, even our own Queen City,
was to be her tomb.  Another
claimed the Fatherland for her
childhood's home; the Prussian and
Bohemian-forests were fio  strange
places to the little German inaid,
who later with her French travel
ing companion was destined to lie
in""God’s Acre" at Toronto, Both
wero quietly to sleep together un-
der the shadow of our beloved
"Maple before. Sedan was fought and
lost, leaving to a conguered nation
its legacy of death and hate and
shame. Even had they Hved to see
the disastrous.war of 1871, it would
riot have sévered hearts that relig-
‘lous ties. had bouund so closely, To-

gethér they would have. kndl€ - i

offered “heir petitions for German

Uhlan and French Chasseur; togeth-’

er they would have implored mercy
for Land vehr and Gendarme. But
the future was hidden from their
ken and perhaps when the sad war
was over and the German FEagle
soared triumphent over the pros-
trate Lilies of France, two saints
in Heaven were pleading for souls
irrespective of country, friend. or
foe.  Such were the two senior
members of the Congregation; the
third Sister was at American, a
Quakeress who had been vouch-
safed the gift of faith and in grati-
tude for that pearl of great price,
had: sacrificed her all at the Shrine
of Religion. BDorn in New Jersey,

she left the home of her birth to’

bxome a stranger in-a strange
land; to teach its children loyalty
to-God, sovereign and country.

THE LAST OF THE BAND.

And last; the sole survivor, untit
one short weck ago, of the little
group, the one for whom iresh
tears are falling and hearts are sor-
rowing to-day, the holy subject of
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our obitary sketeh,\%,  me from
the dear Island Hon® 1 abode
of saints sud scholar! ofic came

with the warm fresh faith of her
Celtic ancestors to implant the
same fn the hearts of Canadian
children, Sun and moon and stars
of Heaven harmoniously kept on
their course during those lonyg fifty
years; scason followed scason in the
flight of time, still the brave pio-
neer steadily kept at her post,
faithinlly working for the Master,
faithiully teaching and caring the
little ones of the Flock, garuering
rich treasures for the heavenly
granaries, waiting for the sum-
mons of the King. It came, the
sweet  summons, suddenly, unex-
pected — it found her with hands
full ready to recefve the Crown,
She who -had given herself to God
in her bright young girlhood, when
but nincteen summers had passed
over her brow, she whose soul had
heard the mystic words “Hearken
my Daugh cr, and incline thy ear,
and forget thy people and thy Fa-
ther’s house,” she who had gener-
ously, - lovingly, ardently followed
the Divine Call; surely she met
Him with all the wealth of His
love, Divine and human. Her lamp
was lighted when the Bridegroom
called, ard although no annointing
words were said over her, no part-
ing Absolution blessed her; she had
banqueted that Jast morning of her
life on the Bread of Angels, her Di-
vine Snouse had fed her with His
owit most Precious Body and
Blood; the Sacramental words of
Absolution had been pronounced
over her; and can we doubt that
our Blessed Lady, whose Altar she
had visited but one hall-hour be-
fore her sudden dissolution, St. Jo-
seph; the loved patron, whose aid
she hdd invoked in that last Com-
munity exercise, the nightly pray-
er, can we doubt that Mary and
Joseph bore her pure spirit to the
Throne of the Eterrial and placed
in the Everlasting Arms of the Al-
mighty- Father, her whose soul
was defended in the last dread
combat by wholeé hosts of heaven-
ly spirits, the Guardian Angels of
those little ones- who for half a
centry in  Academy, School and
Orplianege, had recelved from her a
nothyi'a Jove and, tender.care;. can:
“Wé doiibt that those. Blessed ~Ones
surrounded and sustained her ere
her ‘spiritual daughters-could: reach
“her couch of dvath, or be sure that’
that -expiring mioan was indeed her
last. Thus departed in blessedness
the last member of that little cos-
mopolitan congregation that since
has multiplied its members a hun-
dredfold and has rtaped such a
harvest of good during the fifty
years of its existence in Canada,
The deaths of Mother Bernard's
three compaunions were similarly

holy,
MOTHER DELPHINE'S DEATH
RECALLED.,

The Mother Superior, known in
Religion as Reverend Mother Mary
Delphine, in the world as Mile.:
Marje Antoinette Jontboune, died
a.martyr of cbarity in 1856, She
~and Lier sister, BMother Fabronia
Fontbhonne, were two of the six
Sisters who left Lyons in 1836, at
the call of Bishop Rosati of St.
Louis, to found the ‘first American
Convent of St. Joseph., After la-
boring with great success for some

ears, Mother Delphine was trans-
erred to Philadelphia, where the
young Community had been estab-
lished in 1847, at the.earnest re-
quest of the kight Revérend Fran-
cis P. Fenwick., Having accom
plished. her mission there, she was
ordered hy her Superiors to To-
ronto to establish the Canadian
houses of the Order; she obeved,
sand after five yeers of hero'e la-
bor dnd ° ilfering, was callid to
her reward in the forty:iecond
year of her age, and the twenty-
fifth of her relijfions life. 1t may
interest the frtends ‘ot the Coms
munity to know that Mother Del-
phine was the niece of .Rev. Mother
St. John Fontbonne, re-loundress
of the Comununity of St. Joseph,
after the French Revolution,
‘MOTHER ST. JOHN SAVED

FRp'."-I THE GUILLOTINE.

The life of Mother'St. Joi 1, as
also the.life of her successor in
office, Virginia Tezenas du Mont-
cel,- or Rev. Mother M. of, the-Sa-
cred Heart, has “ecn admirably
written- by the Aboe Rivaux, au-

‘{"thor of¥Cours. d'Histoire Fcclesi-

astique.””  In a masterly manner
he records the history of the Cons
gregation (':-om its foundation in’
+1630 until the death of Mother St.
~John in 1843, From it we learn
that the venerahlo:DMother was one
of the French Rellf;ious who lay
in the Prison Saint-Didier await-
ing execution and whom “the fall of
Robespierre the night before the
date fixed for_ their death saved,
from the ghillotine, Her Rosary,
which solaced-her during her pris-
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St. J osgph’s Beréaved

Death of Mother Berndrd in Toronto and Mother
Austin in Peterboroughs»-Two Noble Women

who bequeathed {t to Mother Ber-
nard; it i3 now in possession of the
Motherhouse, Toronto, Mother St,
John's biographer likewise records
that about three months after her
precious death, ore of her spiritual
daughters went to the Venerable
Cure of Ars to request him to of
fer some Masses for the repose of
her soul.  But the saintly priest
refused, saying, “Your Reverend
Mother dr s net need them; she is,
high in glory. I know it.” )

FOUNDRESS OF HAMILTON
COMMUNITY,

Mother Martha Buuning, the Ger-
man Sister before mentioned, died
in 1868. In 1852 she hatl fotinded
the Hamilton Comimunity; later
ont had opened hobs-s in the Stateys
afterwards returned to “Toronto,
where ten days liter she died; -her
body reposes in the same grave hy

‘warmth of his generous nature, the
spoverty of the diocese was such
"that. despite his godd will aud ear-
nest.efforts and the generous as-
“sistance of the eitizens of Toronto,
“Ahe usual sufferings, privations and
;{'lxnrdslups of the pioneer’s lot was
;their portion,

. IN THE EARLY DAYS OF

TRIAL,

oo It is almost impossible to ob-
*fain the aceurate sccount of- these
searly days of trinl.  The members
“who enteted the Community with-
Un & year or two of its foundation
it Totoutd, and who sull survive,
Will hot speak of the heroic suffer-
“ings endured. “Mini Secretum est'
Pecins to be their motto; they
Ahiink from recording their virtues
4ot of losing the zeward of good
etions now registered in JHeaven.
mly fh the obituary records of the

e

Mofther Delphine's. Sr. Alphonsust
Margery, the convert Quakeress al-
ready named and after whom on
accotnt of her zeal for education’
“the first city separate school irt
charge of the Sisters was named,
lahored for a time in Toronto} afs
terwards was sent bﬂ her Supefs
iors to assist in the Hamiltow
schools; she died in that city, 185,?,’
and'was buried under $t. Mary's
Cathedral,

AT REST.
Mc her Bernard's remains were

interred, Monday, the 23td inst,, f

by the side of Mother Delphine in
St. Joseph's Plot, St. Miciael's
Cemetery.  There, after wuearly
fifty ‘yeurs of separation, they are
re-united, at last, so near the gold-

en October days that she had been |3

‘looking forward:to with glad. . éx-

jpectancy. Had:she lived but ohe] ¢

-fortnivht longer she-would have
celehrated the fiftieth annivexgmrg |
-of her domiing t6>Tofonto. Anion

‘the mourners who assemblé, at
;Sunnvside to assist at het ‘obse-
.quies, there was but.one- who.had
witnessed her coming hal{ a cen-
tury ago, name'y, Remy Elmsley,
Esq., of “Barnstable,” Elmsley
Place. As a little child he had ac-
companied his father, the late
Hon. Captain Elmsley, who with
the late Dr, King and other repre-
sentative Catholics of the city,
waited at Toronto Harbor to wel-
.come the coming Religious,  What
feeling must have welled within
him as memory recalled that 7th
of October, 1851, when the little
group of four unpretentious women
first -touched Caiiadian soil; how
like and yet unlike the huzy au-
tumn day that saw the sainted
Mother’s arrival and that which
witnessed her interment in the
tomb. As he gazed upon her bier
reverently borne from out the
‘beautiful grounds of Sunnyside;
aloni the pebbly shore Javed by
the bright waters of the lake; up
the quiet avenue and park crescent
‘in- the direction of his own beauti-
ful northein _home; under the
mighty. archway -erected to wél-
come the heir-apparent and his
Royal Consort; past the magni-
fident conventual pile in St. Al
ban's street and Surrey place
forming the Motherhouse, Convent
~uiid Academy of St. Joseph, whose
site his own revered father had do-
nated to the Community; out of the
sound of its tolling hells, pealing
a sad requiem for her who had
helped to rear its stately rhalls;
past its grassy lawns and flower-
ing gardens; on again through -the
busy strects, onward to the ceme-
tery gates—how he must have re-
called that scene of fiity years ago
when full of life and vigor and
strength she came to our young
city bringing joys to the souls of
muny! Then as now Nature's
brautics were unchanged; the same
blue Canadian sky bent over them,
the same bright wavelets kissed
the shore, the same laminously-
‘tinted: autumn leaves were even as
they were half a century before;
but the great city had chauged.
The Toronto of 1851 was not the
Toronto of 1901, It had not then
the teeming population it now con-
-tains; nor had the many modern
‘appliances and. conveniences that
would have made casier the Com-
munity’s labor been invented. The
eleven hours' journey by train
“from Fhiladelphia, which we now
make, occupied ' the poor- Sisters
exactly one weck bv noat and
stage. This wearisome way of
travel was for them, but the pre-
Iude .co the life of trial. and sacri-
“fice that awaited them;: for though
.Bishop .de Charbonnel; who had ur-

on hotrs, -wa$ brought to Canada]

‘ -

‘by her-uiece, Rev, Mother Delphine,

v v

Community can we obtain some
Adea of the unparalleled hardships
sauffeced in  those early days of
‘dtruggle. Writing of the patience
-and mortification of thelt deceased
Bisters, the Community Annalists
dnfofm us that the day's labors of-
iten ‘began at 2-a. m.; that manual
work was interrupted at 5 for
sprayer, meditation and Holy Mass;

PR

.{then followed the usual routine of

3

{ixhé ordinaiy Community day. This

with. crippled  resources, wretched
ificcémmodation, unsavory, scant:

‘food, unsanitary class-rooms — a

combiied ~ to  uhdermine the
atreigth of the. young Canadian la-
:dies:who joined the Community at
Ats  commencement; no  wonder
“matiy dropped’ off in the spring-
time of thelr lives and the little
Cofivent Cemetery was filled all
Yoo rapidly by those whose frail
Atidles: could Cnot sustain  their.
‘gtrinfy -and loving souls. We may

i dgulber the with - . _ . -

Ve .

“The' (x;m\:lly dumb who did their
Atid $¢med to blot it with a

_name,
Souls of the high heroic creed
Who ioved Heaven's-silence more
" than fame."

In those-days of trial the Bishop
did all in his power to lessen their
privations; and he the saintly pre-
late; the scion of a noble house,
‘who had fled from the honors and
titles that pursued him, who had
refused the appointment of Almon-
‘er to the Duchess of Berry, also the
Cross of the Legion of Honor, as
well as a seat in the National As-
sembly, he with voice and pen
humbly pleaded for thé young Com-
munity he had brought to his Dio-
cese; no toil wds too great, no la-
bor too-arduous that would con-
duce to -the welfare of the Sisters;
and fitting it is that amo=g the
honored names in St. Joseph's An-
nals none is more venerated, loved
and cherisk.? than that of Ar-
mand  Francis Marie, Comte de
Charbcnntel, $Second Risliop of To-
ronto.

GROWTH OF THE COMMUNITY.

The dark days of strugglé pass-
ed, however, and with them <the
todest. abode in-Nelson street (now
Jarvis), where the Community.had
lirst resided. Imposing structures
have.since. arisen  throughout the
Diocese, convents, acadetuies, high'
and separate-schools; institutions
of mercy have sprung up with mar-
velous -rapidity not aloue in our
own Archdiodese, but in the neigh-
poring Sces of London, Hamilton
and Peterborough. I as Chateau-
briand says ‘the most beautiful
culogy we' can write on the life of
a Religious is to present a list of
the Inbots to which it has been
consecrated,” we have alonly to
say that St. Joseph's-Convent and
Academy, the House of Providence,
Sunnyside Orphanage, St. MMich-
acl's Hospital, St. Nicholas' Insti-
stute, St Mary's Convent and;, Se;
lect School, St. Joseph’s "High
School, as well .ar the Separate
Schools of .St. Mary, St. Paul, $t.
Patrick, -St. Basil, St. Francis, St.
Peter,, 5t, . Charles, S$t.-Aunne, St.
Joseph, the Sacred Heart; like-
wise the: Convents and Schools at
Barrie;  Oshawa, Thorold, St.
Catharines, Lafontaine, Port Dal-
housie and Merritton, owe much
to the labors and- zeal of Mcuther
Bernard, and form the noblest re-
‘cord of her lifework, The Convents
‘of Hamilton, founded from Toron-
to in 1852, London in 1868, and
Peterhborough in 1890, “indirectly
owe their origin  to Mother Ber-
nazd; he zeglous, holy members of

gently invited -them to Canada,
welcomed them  with  all:  the

those thrée Comtnuhities continue.
lier work of editcation and charity

.| spirit, characteristic of the sainis,

in nineteen cities and towns of
their respective Dioceses.  Mother
Bernard's views on cducation were
worthy the spiritual, magnanimous
woman she was; she belicved tat
the best education for women is
that which ¢ will best help her to
become a perfect human being, wise
and loving and strong.” With Bish-
op Spalding she thought that the
aim and end of education s to
bring forth in the individual the di-
vine image of humanity as it ex-
ists in the thought of God, as it 1s
revealed in the life of Christ.” She
was cotivinced that sclence is but
the handmaid of religion and that
both should blend to cultivate the
mind and teach the hear:. That the
high' and holy principles with which
she imbued her Religious Sisters
did not detract from their success-
ful instruction in all branches re-
lating to secular knowledge, the
Teacliers' Records of St, Joseph's
Community in the Education De-
partment are the best proof,

MOTHER BERNARD'S CHARI-
TABLE LIFE.

Of her charities we can but say,
they were boundless. She was a
mother to the orphan and the
poor, and that word ‘Mother*
comprises all, Whose heart more
responsive than hers to the call
of suffering: whose car more sensi-
tive to the cry of pain? Slie esteem-
ed it her highest right, her most
glorious privilege to soothe the
sorrowing and distressed. She con-
sidered the lessening of humnan
misery, the rendering services to
suffering humanity a glorious, God-
given work that Angels well might
etivy.,  And fifty years of hervic
practice of sympathy, self-sacrifice
and self-effacement but perfected
her in the sublime vocation to
which she had dedicated her life.
Of the inftex life of Mother Bernard
we do not purpose to speak; the
_subject i3 too sacred to record.
Suilice it to say that though she
helit at times the highest posts in
the -Order, having been for a per-
Jod Reverend- Mother Superior of
the Motherhouse ard Siperior at
various times at the different Mis-
sion Houses, she-could in dying.
.‘!&:i; aé“did;t.sceléhmtegg ;igenchu:.
v ave. been. Superiog.of .1he.; .
est-houses :of my-Order,: mui%g ﬁl
that is nothing to-me now; but I
have faithfully kept my Rule’ and
that is something.” Her close com-
munion with God and her interior

gave her spiritual strength to bear
the trials, afllictions and.crosses
that are the inevitable portion of
those whom God has specially
marked as His .own. Her suffer-
ings: were many and great, but: her
brave, patient, trustful; resigned
heart bore them all sweetly and
serenely; “in silence and hope she
found “her strength."

His Grace the Archbishop well
described her character when in his
funeral tribute he said: “She did
much for God, bui quistly, unos-
tentatiously, never letting her left
hand know what her right hand
did.” Seldom, the illustrious
preacher went on to say, was grief
so earnest, so heartfelt, so intence
as that suown cn the said occa-
sion ‘that brought them together.
She whose Requiem had been chant-

word a Mother, a Mother in very
deed to the orphan and the pcor.
She had done much for the Pro-
vince, Catholicity in Ontario owed
tnuch to her; she.had . built up the

mourned her; she had acdcomplish-
ed much for the schuols and chari
“ties.of the Archdiocese. And she
had done all quictly, ‘for she was
one-bf those who wrought for God
.alone, whose true inner life was
hidden with Christ in God. Silent-
ly, calmly her religious life had
passed in deeds of gooduess. Fifty
yeéars was a lons span-of life not
given to all, and surely he might
say “God’s ways are not our
ways,"” because in those long filty
years how often had not the de-
parted one prayed to be delivered
from a suddei and unprovided
death; and she was cut oft sudden-
ly; but alth:ough her death was sud-
den, it wus pot unprovided, but
precious in the sight of God. Many
lessons the congregation could
learn from het life the Archbishop
‘added, and althouﬁh they might
not attain her high perfection they
could ‘imitate herh vlilrtuces. \\’h_xtle,
synipathizing with the Community
w”h: had lost her, he would remind
them they mourned not as those
without hope. He would ask the
prayers of the congregation for-the
deceased whose soul might siot. in-
déed stand in. need of them, but
Almighty God would accept their
pious sufirages anc.apply them to
the souls of others: " In conclusion
‘he would but say as he had begun
UEternal rest..grant to ber O Lord,
rand_fet-perpetual: light shine upon
hes” It was evident that His

young society,

ed hiad been in the true scase of the |

Communitv whose members now |

DEATH OF MOTHER AUSTIN

(Spacially written for the Register))

At the House of Providence,
Peterborough, on  Thursday, Scpt.
26th, at 3.30 p.m. Rey. Mother M.
Austin, Superior of Congregation
of the Sisters of St. Yoseph, in the
Diocese of l’cterborongh, surrounds
ed by the sorrowing Sisters of the
Community, departed this Jife. Her
sickness was short. Ten days pre-
viously she visited thc home of her
heloved poor and among them she
happily passad away. Her name
in the world was Catherine Doran.

Mother Austin  was born March
22nd, 1838, at Gore's I'ridge, Coun~
ty Kilkenny, Ireland. Her parents
were residents of Kingston, and.at
the time were on a visit to theit
native land. Showing an éatrly de-
sire for the life »f a Religious, she
entered the Community of the Sis-
ters of St. Joseph, Toronto, Janu.
ary 13th, 1858, and*therc made.ner
religious profession in 1860, Her
virtues and talents soon brought

her to the notice of her superiofs, -,

and in 1866 she was.appointed to
the responsible office of Mistresy ot
Novices. In her was then corifided:
the training of the ounger Sistess;
and-she fulfilled this duty with such
zeal and eatnestness and good judg-
trent that she was again chosen for
the sdme office in 1877, Many of
the Sisters of St. Joseph,
hames are now houschold words in
the Archdiocese of Toronto, owé,
to her tenching and cxample the
foundation of the truly religicus
character that has marked their
lives, Her expetience in the Novis
date prepared her for the special
work to which God called her.
Bishop Janiot, on his appoint-
ment to the newly-formed Diccése:
of Péterborough, knowing- the zeat
of the Sisters of St. Joueph ifi do~
ing good, induced them .n 1883 to
take cliarpe of the schodls in Co-
bourg, and Mother Austin was ap~
pointed Superior, In 1890 -the Sis-

ters of St. Joseph also took charge ~
of .thé Convent: School in Lin’dsa{,‘

and the Hospital in Peterboroug

‘They had already hoises at Port’

Arthur and Fort William., The'
ear the' Sistars. in 4

_same. :
cese of Peterborough were. canoni~

whose _ .

v

o
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"Cally™ sepuFatéd: front *the = Mothes" 7+ i

thouse-in  Toronto .and became a:
(distinet  Community, ‘under the
jurisdiction of the ‘present Bishop,:
Rt. Rev. R. A, ‘O'Conror, D. D-
Mother Austin was elected first St
petior. A sreat work was before
ler, She had but nineteen Sisters,
and had to provide for five.-differ-
‘ént houses. = She established the

first Motlerhouse temporarily at,

Lindsay. Very soon several young.
ladies applied for admission .to the.
Sisterhood, and ever since voca-
tions have been many. Diring her;
eleven years of administration,
sixty-two young'ladiss received tlie
Habit, and of these forty-six made
profession, taking the usual vowsof
poverty, chastity and obedience,
that they might give themsleves up.
wholly to the service of God. Mo-

ther Austin.had her whole heart.in- |

the good work. Her's was theé
master-mind, which guided the
i and at the conclu-
sion of the term of her office was
each time re-elected. In 1894 she

(Ccutinued on -page 4.)
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