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BRFORE THL REFORYATION.

The following summary of a leature
by the learned Lnghsh Benediotine
priest, Father Gasquet, the Instorian
of tho knghsh monastories, is copied
from the laverpool atfivlsc Timen

*“One by one, the clouds of iguor-
ance and mvsrepresentation which
encompnss so many poinis of Church
history m tho mud of the average
I'rotegsant. koghshman are bewg dis-
pelled by the searching light erat upon
them by the ab e leclures of the His
torical Regearcli Society. One mnoro
such misconception was disposed of in
masterly fashsan at the last lecture of
the presont sories at  Archiishop’s
Houso on Monday might by the Yev.
Dom. Awden Gasquet, ().S.i).. tho dis
unguished champion of the monastio
orders tn the time of Henry VIIL, a
searchor after truth, who has done
more to * re-make’ the history of Eng-
land than almost any man of our day.
If there 13 one iden to which the
British mund has hitherto clung with
greater conviction 'han any other, snd
to which even the Catheiic body, as
represonted by Laily, liad given its
assent, ttis that the centuries immedi-
ately preceding the so-nlled Reforma-
tion were esrentlly - dark uges,” in
winch learming and knowledue wero at
their Jowest ebb, and when tho people
were enorant of the very cloments of
theyy Faith. That such o behief is
utterly gratuitous, usfounded and faise
was the Burden of Father Gasquet's
lecturo. hug statements receiving con-
firmation from so nposing an array
of facts aud authoriies us to set his
hearera wondermg how so paipable a
misrepresentation conld have endured
go long. Bo completely, indecd, did
the learned Benedictine turn the
talles on lus opponents as to elicit
from Father Croke Robingon the hum-
orous query, ** If those were the dark
ages what must we be hving in now 2"
a question which seemed to meet with
a corresponding echo in the minds of
tha audience.

Father Gasquet prefaced his lecture
with wlat be himself described as the
bold st+ cment that the history of the
pre-Reformation  period in England
had yet 1o be written. As, unt:ilately,
the secular bistorian had merely given
us biographies of the rulers of the
land with accounts of the wars in
which they took part, without troubl-
ing himself about the people at large,
80, in & gimlar spiric. the Church
annalist only described to us the great
churchmen. with tho great ecclesi-
asucal events of their time. But
nowadays we wish to hear more of the
people themeelves, and especially more
of the rehigious side of our national
life. What did the people beligve ?
How wore the services carried on
What popular devouons were preach-
ed? How did the priests mstruct
ther flochs ? What did the Churcb
do for educatton, and for the waterial
prosperity of the realm? But who
can answer these queries? They still
he buried under 1he dust of hitherto
unaxplored archives.

Whilst disclaiming anytlung more
than a slight knowledge of the social
condition of the Church 1 the four-
teenth and fifteenth century. the lec-
turer proceeded to enunciate the puint
for discussion. The firat duty of the
Church after the admmstering of the

Sacraments 18 the mstructing of the |

people 1n the doctrmes of the Catholic
faith. Was the English Church mind-
ful of tlng dury or not? At the out-
st we must admit that hitherto
Protestants have believed in the pro-
found ignorance of the English people,
and in this verdict many tatholics
have concucred. In 1891, in the
Luwtin hemew, Mt. Lally wrote of the
** lanentable condition * of the people
in the fifteenth century, ° knowing
notuing beyond the ¢ Ave Vlaria' and
the * Pater Noster.' *  He, however,
uffered no evidence 1n support of his
contentiwn. - So fur from conjuining
Mr. Lilly,” continued the lecturar,

* my studiee havalod mo to a direotly
opposite conolusion. 1 believe that in

pro Reformation days the Seo lo wore
thoroughly well-instruoted bty the
priests.”

Religious teachuing naturally div.Jes
itself into two olasses , it can be given
oither by sermons or by instruotions.
Scrmons undoubtedly were not so fro-
quent aa to-day, when all teaching of
adults 18 conveyed by them. Plain
mstructions 1w medioval times re
gembled muoh more onr eatechetionl
tenching, Ol these wo find most
abnndane evidonse i the 14th and
16th centuries, to which we mvst con
fine curgelves.  Alrendy in the 12th
centary Archbishop Peccham had
issued claborate orders known as the
* Constitu*wons of Pecobam,” for the
instruction of the people in all tho
olementary truths of Christianity four
times o year in ovory parish church
In the 14th century Tloresby of York
had an oxposition drawn up, and seat
to all the priests of his diocese, of the
Creed and the Articles of our Faith,
with strict injunctions to teach them
to the peoplo. From the Acts of the
Synod in 1864 we learn that frequent
preaching was urged on the priests,
who wero aleo toseo that the cluldren
were taught their prayers. At the
same time manuals for priests wero
overywhera multiplied. One of tho
earliest books printed by Caxton con
tatned four lengthy discourses cover-
ing the whole field uf Catholic teach-
ing, which, being delivored sccording
to the rule of four times n year, would
ocoupy 3ixteen Bundags. In the
lecturer's opinion these olementarf
matructions were given quite us much
as u matter of cousse as our catechism-
tenching is given to-day, and hence it
i that there is 5o little direct evidenco
of them. Yer suflicient material bas
been discovered to satisfy most people
A few of the old parish registers and
visitation papers have luckily escaped
the almost universal destruction of
papers and archives that took place at
the Reformation period, and these
show us the facts. UHero we have the
swarn depositions of the parishioners
regarding their priest, and 1most of
their testimonies are eminently satis
factory. These papers show us, too,
that the pansgh priests wero regularly
reparted on to the Bishop, and thoy
also manifest very considerable intel
ligenco and knowledge on the part of
these jurors, which, in spite of our
t3nard schools, it is doubtful whether
wo could see surpassed 1n a similar
class to-dey.

The learncd lecturer, whoso delivery,
by the way, 18 singularly clear and
pleasant, then passed on to a rapid
survey of the principal manuals issued
for the use of priests on their clerical
duties, which were very numerous at
this period, and :opics of which aro to
be found in the Brtish Museum
Library.

One of the most popular of these
was the * Pars Oculi Sacerdotis,”
published at the end of the 14th
century , another, evidently much in
demnand having been reprinted several
tunes was the ¢ Pupilli Ocub.” Most
important of sll, however, was the
+ Speculuin Christiana,” one of the
earliest Luoks ever put into type, and
contaimng sumne beautiful prayers on
the Blessed dacrament and on the
Blessed Virgin Mery, which the lee-
turer would very much like to sece
| reprinted  Passing on to the subject
of preaclung proper, Father Gasquet
explained, that as the work of instruc.
tion belonged mainly to the secular
clergy, so that of preaching belonged
clnefly to the religious orders. The
Dominicans and Franciccans were
essentially popular preachers, the
plain, anedurned speaking was their
forte. Th ; always spoke in the
vernacalar, interspersing their sermons
with anecdows and fables, which
helped to secure their success. It
must be rem¢mbered that many of
the sermons which wore written 2nd
have come down to us in Latin, were

novortholess delivored in  English.
Many courses of sermons wero drawn
up for the ueo of priests; one of tho
best known of theso is the ** Liber
Festivalis,” flest printed by Caxton,
and reprintod many times beforo the
olose of the century. Many aids to
preaching wero also issued containing
a mass of faformation, and pro-sup-
posing a very profound kuow‘)cdgo of
Beripture both by priest and people.
Theo valuo of indoxos also was realized
at this time for tabulating knowledge.
Concordnnces were multiplied, and a
great catalogue was drawn up by a
monk of Edmundsbury of all the
monastic libraries, with which, through
n system of numbers, it could bo
ascertainod at a glance in what mon
astoriea ovory work of importaunco was
to bo found. The most colobrated
Fulpxt in all England was at St
*aul's Cross, whore Londoners had
the opportunity of hoaring tho greatest
preachiars of the day, 'I'wo hundred
ond fifty of these sermons have come
down to us; they are ofton vory
topical, and full of manly vigor. For
one singlo period wo have o list of no
loss than 290 germon writers * as the
most of these are Carmulites, by fur
tho least numerous in England of the
great monastio orders, we can fairly
conclude that this list is but o small
proportion of the whole.

Aarle Antolnctte’s Courage.

Tho erue de France publishos seve.
ral curious extracts from thu memoirs
of Klindworth,well-known in the politi.
cal #orld from his long conucction with
Trileyrand, Wellington, Matternich
and Juizet. Tne most interesting
passage relates an incident in which
Mario Antoinette plays & part, namely,
the mission entrusted by Robespiorre
to M. Grandidier in 1793, the objrct of
which was to separate Austria from
antt-French coulition. This brings out
the fact that the hapless Queen might
have got back to her native country,
and eo escap~d her tragic end, but for
her own devolion and heroism. An
agreoment in the senso desired was
all hut concluded by ). Grandidier
~1th the Austrien Government on the

{ vwdt jon, assented to by Robespierre,

that Maris Antoinette and her daugh-
ter should bs restored to their family,
The Queon’s consent to the plan could
not be obtained. On M. Graundidier
submitting tho matter to her at an in-
terviow in thu prison eho gaid :

“ Pleaso thank the Emperor and
Empress for their kind consideration
for me, but tell them that [ desire to
divin France like my hushand, and [
am impatiently looking foreard to tho
moment when I shall be united to him
forevor. "

* She is right,” remarkad Robes.
pierre, on her words being repeated to
hiwm. *\What has that woman to do
among tho living 1"

Thus Austrin remsined one of the
adversaries of the French Goverament,
?n(; Maric Antoinette went to the scaf-

old.

A Child’s Confldence.

A sense of Lonor in little things
should be sedulously cultivated in tho
howe. Childraen sbould early bo taught
tho baseness of betraying ono another’s
littla confidences, and exposing ono an-
other’s woaknesses. Mothers are them
selves not slways guililess in this
respect. Who has not witnessed the
wiserable confusion aud utter wratched-
ness of some little child at the mother's
reporting to some other member of the
family, perbaps even to a neighbor and
by way of joke, someo saying or doing
of its own? The solemnity of a child’s
contidence, however trivial in its
asture, should never be forgnttes.

A lady, whoso hair came out with overy
combing, was induced to give Ayer's Hair
Vifor o faithfol trial. She did 20, and nnt
only waa tho losa of hair chackod, bt & new
and vigorons growth soon succeeded that
which gone.

How to Wash Dishes.

Do you kuow how to wash disheat
Not woroly eo that you got thom off
the kitchon table into the china closet,
but o that the deepised and dreaded
task becomes alniost o plossure,  This
is tho way to accomplish that rosult :

As s00n au the cooking is dono G
all the cooking utensils with wator and
leavo thuw to soak. Whon the meal
is ended scrapo all the plates gloan—
not with a knife, for that soratches and
nioks—but with o soft picco of loft
over bread. Put tho plates in ono
pile, tho ssucers in another, tho oups,
ompued of thoir drainings, togothor
and tho glass and ailver together.

Havo a bowl of water cool cnough to
allow your hand to romain in it o fow
minutes without scalding, but hot, and
wash tho gleases with soap in that.
Dry thom as fast as thoy are washed.
If you lot them stand upon a tray the
air driea them, and does it in stroaks
whore the water is trlcklinq down,
Have a soft, cleau, lintlcss cloth for
this purpose.

Then wash thoe silver ; tho water
should bo very hot for this. If thero
are any crevices, clenn them with s
brush kept for tho purpose. Dryons
clean towel and polish with silver
powder.

Next wash your cups and saucerg—
ono at a time. Use a mop with a
handle, an! dont, in this day and
generation, bo without ono ot those
wira kitchen conveniences known ay &
soap-shaker. Wips ecach cup and
saucer beforo putting it out of your
band, or it will dry partially and
etreakily and bo rough to the touch.
After tho cups and saucers wash the
plates in the samo way. Then clean
tho tina and then the pots and pans.

To clenn knives, rub with a soft
flannol dipped in powdered bath brick
or in wood ashes. Never let theivory
handles bo dipped in hot water.

Tins moy be kept in a state of daze-
ling brightness by being rubbed with
sifted wood ashes or with whitening,

Qopper atensils should be scoured
with brick dust aud flanpel

The dieb cloths and mops should be
washed, scalded and dricd after each
using. The towels should nover be
thrown aside in a dawp lump, but
should be hung to dry, and then
dropped into the kitchen hamper
against washing day.

Thoe dishpan should bs thoroughly
wsshed with aosp and water, scourod
and rinued with scalding water, dried
and hung on its own hook. Then the
sink should bo scoured and rinsed with
scalding water, in which common soda
has been dissolved.

Fatizer Mnckevy;s Rotirement,

lis Graco the Archbishop has been
leasod to rolisve from active duty, Rev.
‘ather Mackoy, of TyendinagG, who for tho
very long period of forty-five yoars, has been
a good and Isirhful priest of tho Dioooso of
Kingston. This act on the part of his
Graco exhibits the tender kiodnces and
golicitudo with which he cares for those
ontrusted with the sacred duty of minister-
ing to the spiritual welfare of his people.
Father Mackey is one of the oldest pricsts
in the Diocese, being now St {2” of age.
Ho has well carned tho sest ho hay just been
granted. It is pcodless to stuts that at the
time he begaa his priestly labors 45 years
ago, the datics ho Eul to perform were of
the most arduous and trying nature. Loo
journoys had to bo madoe in all zeasons, an
when the modss of conveyance were scaroely
8o coavenlont as they arc at lho present
time. Fathor Mackey was entirely unspar-
ing of himself in those trying dutics. In hia
long pastorato of nearly half a century we

-are safe in saying that he has little with

which ho can roproach himsell. Thero L
indced something truly noblo insach a life
—a lifo of duty—a lifo of self-abnegation.
Though ho zought no honors or temporal
lory, he has carned a greater and more
ting roward io the ’:gproval of BHim ia
whoso vineyard holabored. Wecongratulate
ths O%ood old msn in reaching his present
period of life--though he is far on in the sear
and yellow time—yot, his heart Is young and
his ‘mental vigor unimpaired, May this
good old pricst havo many more years to
dnjoy the cazs and qulotness that como in
tho oventog of 1ifo ls tho united prayer not
only from ths clorgy but from a multitude
of people—Canadiarn Freeman.



