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what wc are incapable of acbieving. If we follow its dcaswe challenge no
blanie. But we are uiidler just condcmunation for leaviTig un(loie any)thling,
wbich wc ý-itkîîowledge that it is our bounden duty to dIo. IIenee the woînan
who wo-ald conserve lier hasband's influence through bier owniI "bhuîîteless life¾"
should guaril iwell igainst ehialleini criticism, by altsuining the responsibilities
wilîi are laid tipoii her the inonient she acknowledgces "Iduties peculiar to «I
niinister's wile."

Let us take for practical illusLration the niatter of nîaking acquaintanees,
calling ind visiting. On othier ladies socially pronient, society îîîakes its
respcuetful eali, aind then lîuinblv waits a return, whichi, -%lin inade, is gratefully
received. Upon the îîinister'wifè society descendsl witli a rush, open-armed,
and expeets lier to be -SQ glo. Slie miust not niake( formai calls in return.
Oh no ! She niust "lruin iii !" She is to be the exenîplar of sociability every-
where. I-Ii list of' acquaintances niay nuniber twcnty-five or five hundred, it
makes no ilifli-rence. Somehow she nust manage to Ilrua iii " at every bouse
once a ibrtnight, or bW met whien Aiîe does eall with suspieious glances, and
"tYou're quite a btranger! We thoughit you would flot stand on cereînony !"

This, too, froin ladies who are knowîî to rnake a business of a Ilyearly
round of cals,>' and who feel that they do weli if tbey clear their scores evcry
twelve months. Now 1 dlait that the ininisters wvife should ho guided in ber
social relations by precisely the sanie principles that guide any other truc lady.
"1But people want to, know their pastor weil soeially, and they cannot if his
wife is flot friendly." True Chîristian friendiiness sony ho exhibited witbout
proimiseuous liand-and-glove intimacy. The one grand, beautiful point in the
d ie of a iiîinis&r and bis wife is, that they can be so closely, associated in every
detail of work--that hoe can draw such unfailing inspiration froso bier syxnpath)
and coàperation. But the beauty is ail goine wben outsiders are allowed to
dictate how and where and wlien this happy wife is to synipathize andl cooperate.
In this niatter of a people desiring to, know their pastor socially, bier course of
action is very simple.

No one secs more clcarly than the wife how greatly bis influence for good
will bc increased by personal encounter with ail bis charge. She opens fier
bouse at intervals*to ber busband's friends; with the gracious courtesies of
hospitalities andi Charistian sympathy, she adds a new elenient to the atmospbere
of goodxl intlliences, with wbich hie strîves to surround theso, but she must ho left

1Afre agent.
In closing. 1 would say that while I acknowledge no Ildut>es peculiar to a

sninister's wilèé," no duties of "lcommission," (if I miay use the terni.) there are
one or two (luties of "lomission " whieli, wlîile binding on ail Christian wonien,
seemn specially so uipon ber. This, let me quickiy add, net beause çhe is a
minister's wifé, but because -lhe is a icife. Just as it wouid ko unbecoming in
the wife of a Prime Ministcr of State wbo is rigidly striving te enforce economy
in our national finances, te set an example of' marked extravagance, or in a
doctor's iit te exhibit utter diaregard foi' the laws of bealth, se, it is unhecoa-
ing in a rninister's wife te do tbings dircctly contrary te the spirit of hler
busband's teacliir.s

1 would enumerate, among those duties of "lomission," extravagance et
dress, indulgence in1 utterly woridly amusements, excessive pleasure-seeking,>
and drawing individual social distinctions between ricb and poor. And even
bere I tbrow in the warning, ]et ber decide for berself and net according to

congegaioni dctaeswhere lic the lines between temperance and cxceus, tbe
woldy ah th e u odly, the expedient and the inexpedient.

Lot ministers' wives develop aide by side witb a new spirit of consecration
as Christians, a new spirit of independenco as members of society, and tboy
wili soon convince the popular mind of its illogical and inconsistent, tbeores
concerning tbeir poeion, and prove that no othor offers more of honor or
happiness te the elComing Woman."


