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Neached before the Synod of Nova Scotia
“#nd P. . Jsland, in connection with the
hurchof Scolland, in St. Audrew’s Clarcl,
Lictou, on Wednesday, 29th June, 1864, by
ke Retiving Moderalor, the Rev. W, Mc-
" Millan.

¢ And I kay also unto thee. that thou art Peter,
upon this Rack I will build my Charch ; and
gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”’—
iTTHEW XvI. 18.

-TaE Church of God has always been His
euliar care. He has paid dearly for her
mom, and can never be indifferent to her
erests.  His revealed Word abounds with
fuings and encouragement to her. Her
Wrious characteristics are there graphically
cribed by the most striking figurative lan-
jege. Xer sweet humility and divine fra-
pnce are pertrayved by the contrast of the
By with the thorn,” in reference to her ; her
mhness aud healthy vigour, by her “ look-
g-forth as the morning;” her comeliness
Mbeauty, by the * silvery Eght of themoon "
Erurity and briphtaess by the ¢ cleaviess
fthe sun;” and her awe-inspiring majesty,
rthé ¢ terribleness of an army with ban-
" But in the eritical period in which we
® when, not only inthe cld, butalsoin the
wworld, there are * wars and remours of
o’ dark clouds on every side in the poli-

'horizon ; nations almost everywhere in
tress and perplexity ; meu’s kearts failing
sifor fear,and for looking after those things
¥’are coming on the earth ;—when there
sorse than this—when the gospel truths
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—when the assailants of “ the law smd gos-
pel” can obtain refuge and sympathy within
the bosom of the Church, whose fair fabric
they have endeavoured to level with the dust,
—when Atheismn and infidelity find utterance
not only in the blasphemies of the ignorant,

but leaven the phiiosophy, the moralsand li-

terature of the learned,—when the cnemy.

with some plausibility, scoffingly predicts that

Christianity, after having #s day, must pass

away to be among the superstitions that were ;
—aunid all these evils, existing and threaten-
ed, in addition to the cther glorious features

of the Church, how encouraging, how com-

forting, nay, how necessary, to meditate upon
her stability, her perpetuity and indestructi-
bility, that we may maintain her honour, and

fully realize that, amid the changes and de-

cay of other institutions, we have in her asure

and stable refuge.

¢ 1s not our intention hLere to diseuss the
vexerd question who or what this Rock is on
which our Lord promised tebuild his Church.
Let it suffice that, whether it be Christ Rim-
self, as contrasted with Yeter; whetherit be
the * divine neture.” just admitted by Peter;
or Peter Iimself, honoured for this confession,
by being made the instrament of layirg the
foundation of the Church on the day of Pen-
tecost ;—whether it be one or other of these
that is here meant, it is quite contrary to the
testimony of Scripture. that Peter was, inany
capacity, exalted above his Apostolic breth-
ren; and further, whatever may be the refer-
ence of the text, the plain and explicit teach-
ing of Scripturve is, that Christ, i his Pro-

topenly and boldly denied and disavowed

phetic, Priestly, Mediatorial and Regal capa~
city. is the foundation of the Church—that



