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I tell you—and disagrecable work,
too; for we had our mind wade up
to have a peg at the Rebels anyhow.
We dragged a dozen or imore Liass
howitzers, and twenty or thirty 30-
pdr. Parrott guns,beside some 10-inch
and 24-pdr. cohorn mortars, down
the mouantain, loaded them on board
canal boats, and started them for
Washington under puard of a
brigade of Infantry, who fosted it on
the tow-path. ‘Ulien we spent a day
aud twa nights ia destroying ammu-
nition ; and I should jud=e there was
more than a million dollars worth
at our battery alone. ‘Lbis we ac-
complished withoutaceident. A Com-
pany of the 8th New York Artillery,
who were temporarily stationed at Co.
I's battery, were not so lucky.  “Fheir
captain, thinking our men too slow,
ordered his men (soit is said) to take
axes and smash up the shell t—30-
Fd. Porrot percussion sheil, all ready
orfiring! The result was an explo-
sion that shook the hills for miles
around, the deathiof$ or 10 men, and
mangling of 15 othery, the captain in-
cluded. Ce. I's boys, knowing that
such reckless iznorance would cause
& catastrophe, wisely retired out of
bharm's way, and escaped unhurt.
Piles of bacon, beef, sugar, coftee,
bard bread, clothing, and other com-
mi stores were set on fire and
destroyed. All the troops in the
vicinity were thea st. rted for Freder-
ick, Md.; our company (1) being let
alone on the hill, with the iz quus
and a few rounds of amwunition to
cover the retreat! ‘The Major,
Qt.artcrmtvter and Adjutant, went
with Co's. B, I and C.which were tem-
porarily attached to Kenley's brigade.
On the 1st of July, Capt. Holt re-
ceived orders to destroy the big guns
remaining, and get bis company
to Frederick City the best way ho
could. Accordingly, about stnset on
the first, we resumed the work of de-

stiuction, by spiking the pieces knock-
ing off the sights, chopping up the
rammers, &c., tashing the carringes,
and coucluded by pitchinz the dis-
abled guns over the precipice. We
then (each mtn taking only a blanket
and some prog) fuil into line, and
marched by ~ back road over the
mountain to Sandy Hook. where a
aood many canteens were filled—not
with water. We left all our clothing,
except what we wore, our teats, &c.,
on the hill, and as we filed past the
otlicers’ quarters, each man jubbed the
butt of bis gun through the windows,
by way of finish to the job. We
marched until 12 o'clock, bivouacked,
resumed our march in the morning,
and got iuto Frederick about 3 p.
m. A great many troops were con
cuntrated there—the whole suburbs of
the city was a vast military camp.
Another night on the ground, and at
11 a. . we started for Monocacy
Bidge, whither the battalion had
wone.  Another tramp, footsore and
weary, and we arrived at Monacacy
in the evemmna. Here we spent the
“glorious fourth” in very shabby style.
I never could find out why we were
ordered to Monocacy—there were no
batteries there; our camping ground
waslow and wet ; and the only **pros-
pect” was the dull, muddy, slugsish
river and patched-up bridge—the ori-
inal structure having been burned
v the Rebels the preceding summer.
Our principal occupation, while in
this bog, was killing pigs and heus,
trying to keep out otthe rain, and
doiiy nicket duty. Oa July 6, our
Cowipany (H) was ordered to pack
up (that was soon done) and start in
the cars for lfarper’s Femy. Ae-
cordingly we marched to the rail-
road, and found five iron-clad cars, in
hich a few light howitzers were
aounted, ready for ue.  Moving
+ Jutiously over the road Sreport ba
it all torn up) we reached Sandy



