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dlefine it. We kowith a heart-knowledge, that the Word of God is living
and abiding, and we seeli no more. We kuoiv that the life is tiiero, because
we feel it stirring in the seul whien we read-stirringr, not sijyestirely, as in
the mental moement that noble human thoughts often cause within us, but
operativel y-manif esting its own inherent power within us, when. we receive
it with love; just as the grain of corn carnes -%vithin itself its own inner
111e, and reveals that life when cast by the sower into the bosom of the re-
ceivmng earth.

This we knojw, and it is enough. The lieart tells us this, and God, who iB
greater than our hearts, confirms it with the testirnony of the Spirit ; and as
we reaci we adlore. This is the true tegtinuiniim ailînve, which, whien once
accepted and realized, not only bears with it, but is in itself, both conviction
and lîfe.

If thiese things are so, if thi3 text on which we are meditating does verily
set before us the true and ossential nature of God's floly Word-then, my
brethren, wvhat encouragemn tmnseat us in our groat and now yearly
widening wurk. How it crniniends that work to us as one of -the two niost
holy works which a OChristian can take part on this side of the grave. Two
works there are in relati-jn to God's Word-the one, the mighty and responsi-
ble work of bninging that Word home to man's heart by preaýching, and by
the living voice ; the other, the Qcarcely less responsible duty of circulating
a-ad spreading it. Yes, 1 wiil be bold to say, the scarcely less responsible
duty of spreading it. For if the Word is what the text describes it, a living
WVord-if it involves in itself that personal element by which it speaks te eachi

indiviclual heat-if a. contains that appealing and quickening power w1uch, I
have ondeavoured to set forth in this sermon-if the two hundred and fifty
launages into which, to a great degree thronglithe ageicy of this Society, it
has now been translate(!. show that there is no languag e in which its blessed
thou.ght cannot flow as freely as in the language in which it was witten-if
the ready reception that the Holy Scriptiures have met with li every land to
which. they have been borne, prove, by the very teaching of expenience, that the
Bible is for ail, and speaka tu ail-if sucli be the Word of God, thon Mwho doos
not feel the force of the appeal to join in circulating that Word?1 Who that
loves Christ can refuse the call to take part in 1-earing His messa ge of Love
to the countles thousands that are mutoly longing for that message, and
who, eveon amiong the deep shadows of their heathen darknoss, are stiil un--
consciously looking for and hoping for the day ? Life, Life, eternal Life--
this is the message of the Bible te every soul ; a message which ofttimos lias
been realized when ne teacher has been near, and when neught save the liv-
ing page has ministered te the living spirit who lias dwelt upon it. This
is the B3ook 'which we are callod upon to spread everywhere through a waiting
world.

Seventy-and-two years ago this caîl came to the godly aud. devoted men who
founded the Bible Society; and new, in these 1%ter days, the cail is renewed
to ourselves. Who can refuse to hear it î

Thank God, there are many among us wio, do hear it, ani 'hear it gladly.
There 18 many a cheering and encortraging sign. The blessings, manifold and
inarveilous, that have rested on this Society-the deeper interest that is
everywhere shoming it.self in the elucidation of God's Word-the wtondrous
illustrations of biblical history that have been recently collected from the most
ancient, aunals of the world-the 6irmer attitude of the defenders of the Truth
-the patient cane of translatons and revisers-the multiplied labours of iu-
terpreters-the deep national detertijination that, be ail else as it may, the
Bible shail neyer be withdrawn from the hands of oun cblidren-aIl these
things may weil administer hope and encouragement. Ail may serve te bring
home te us the cheening thouglit that the Hely Scriptures are stili dean te the
sons of the :Reformation, and thougli doubt may be more widely spread, yet
+,hat the ene .Book by which Englaud bias advanced te the fonefrout of the
nations of the earth is titili loved and holiouned by this kingdom and people.


