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In short, we are not orphans ; we are children ; and our God is.not the great1
unknown; lie is the dear Father.

If then the world stands in need of a divine revelation from God, if
it needs a divine book of instruction and spiritual inmpulse, we may reasoii-
ably look for sueli a book. And that there is sucli a need is testified to
by the universal craving of the humanl race, and by its universal ignorance.

1 arn not affle to find a great deal of fault with Herbert Spencer's
philosophy, if only his prernises are granted. Without the Bible we
know very littie of God, we know even. less of the future life, we
have no absolute standard of duty, we have no true ideul of character.
It is true that somiething miay be judgea concerning God frorn a study of his
works. But they do not really bring us into communication wvith the heart
of God, any nmore than ihe painting briings us into sympathetic friendship
with the artist, or the churehi with the architect, or the machine with thù
machinist. Natural theology, wlien interpreted by the Bible, confirins its
declaration that God is love ; but natural theology, uninterpreted, has never
brought any nation or any priesthood e -en, tu the recognition of thiat; simple
but sublime truth. It is true that our aspirations, if not our intuitions point
to an inmuortality beyond the grave. But its -nature, and the prospects it
affords of possible grewth anid spiritual developinent, are not indicatedl by
either aspiration or intuition. For that we must look to sonie clearer dis-
closure, or reinaiîi ln ignorance. Conscience affords a kind of standard of
duty. Dit that unerilighte-aed conscience affords a poor standard of dutv,
is sufficientiy deliîonstrated by the history of hieathen coimniiunities.

To me then it seenis no extraordinary c-- unreasonable thiing that there
should be an inspired Bible. Oil the co,. crary it secins to me that At would
be very strange it tnere were not. God is our Father. The whole hiulman
race is comparatively ignorant of hiin. It has a vague idea that tiiere miust
be a Supreme Being, but who or wbat hie is knows flot, yet longs to know.
It bas a vague dreami of future inimortality ; but %Yhat it *is or how to
prepare for it, it can only guess. It bas a vague sense of sin and and sor-
rowful separation fromn its Maker and its Judg(,e; but hio-% te secure his par-
don and peace withiii itself it knowys not, and accepts aliost any burdeil the
priest chooses to lay upon it. Under suchi circuinstances seerns it to you
strange that the Hleavenly Father should make soine disclusure of hirnself tu
bis chuldiren, sonie revelation of their future tu their yearniiig hope, soine assur
ance of pardon and clear disclosure of wny te peace ? Know you any earthly
father who would leave bis child iii ignorance of hiiuself, in ignorance of
duty ? We give our children bread ; does hie leave, his children to perish
with hunger

In my own th'ughts, then, 1 start withi the assuiption that there is likely
te be a revelation in clear, plain explicit language froin God to bis childxen.
Starting out withi this expectation, .1 find ne difficulty in the conviction thiat
the revelation I seek is afforded by the Christian's Bible.

For this Bible supplies exactly and perfectly the need. It gives a full dis-
closure of a paternal God, whose love satisfi es the filial craving of the soul for a
Heavenly Father. It reveals a future life,whichsatisiies both thiereqdieiireets
of justice and the aspirations after a disclosed inimortality. lIt net enly
affords explicit assurance of pardon on the conditions of repentance and
acceptance, but it shows how our sins have borne their punishuient iii
another's suifering, and so does actually afford that peace of inid
which no other religion has ever been able to afford. It promises help,
divine help, in the endeavour to live a new aud holy life, and the help actu-
ally afforded, and the wonderful changes wroughit through the Bible, in
individuals, and entire communities, is the very best evidence that its
promises are sanctioned by IEim in whose naine Nthey are made. And in its
perfect law of loy-., and in the sinlesa lile and character of Jesus Christ,
it affords sucli a st-.hndard of excellence as the world. needs, as heathen poets


