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eigners, who are going there in increasing numbers as evangelists, lias alsa,
no doubt, had its share in the decreased circulation, more especially of Tes-
taments, by colportage sales. Sucli Christiana gencrally give the Soriptures
ta any one wvlo is ivilling ta have thein, or who pasaesses evon the nue ra-
luctance of po.iteness tu refuse a gift. And lience an impression is create_
that such books ought always ta be had without money, which farina a Seri-
ous hindrance ta sales by colporteure.

"lAn English traveller lately called at the Bible Houso to complair. that
the landiord of tho hotal wliare he had been staying ia Brittany ixad told bill
that iii his opinion a copy of the Soriptures was not to be liad within twanty
mîiles of the place. It is ail old complaiîxt from the lips of good people, who
have not altogather realized how differant is Lha position of the Bible in a
Roman Oatha]ic country from tlîat which it occupias in England.

IlSomrething of this kind may easily occur. They cross the Channel, and
are at once struck by manifePtations of a Cliristianity which, they believe to
be so overlaid with serions errors as ta be welI-niglh void of haaling virtue.
A remedy which at once suggests itself ip ta give away as many Testaments
or Gospels as possible, ini every direction. They are surprised that emissaries
cf the Bible society are not visibly engyaged in a distribution which seama 80
obvîuus)y its duty. Not aeeing them, they inquire far the Soriptures at
boolishopa, but in vain. They return ta their liotel, and ask a (Catholic)
waiter, or landlord, whiere Bibles can lie bought. H1e shrugh- bis shoulders,
anid replies that lie does not think sucli a book caiz lie obtained within twventy
miles! Perliapa, there is a quiet, devoted colporteur of this sociaty at the
moment threading has way throughi the back streets of the town, knocking at
door after door, and in earnest friendly toiles z-eeking purcliasars, for the
cheap but attractive copies of Holy Sicripture, varied in style and forni,whichi
lie begs themn ta examina. Ris caUls have been aîticipated ; and an appalling
wvarning against the man and his wares liad been uttered from the pulpit on
the praviaus Suinday. Monsieur le curé follows himi froin hause ta hause, ta
secure for the flames any volumes which, the unwary may have bouglit.
Meantime, the Engliali touriat lias galie on has way, inwardly or openly
blamincg tlîis society for soma oversight or neglect in liaving placed no TÈesta-
ment ini the badrootu of lis (Catholic) liotel ; in having secured no section
for it8plf in the booksallars' windows; and iii having no colporteur gîving
away Bibles, like leaflets, in the streats.0

IlIt is the readiîîg of the Scriptures whidh the committa above ail desire,
and this they have reason ta know is, as a miae, far~ bettor sccurad in a country
like France by steady colportage sales, than by the most unrestricted and
gratuitous distribution in the atroatt and liotels. And where gratuitous dis-
tribution nm.Ly ha desirable, it ia best ta limit it ta Portions. In suitable cases,
ta halp eva ng'3listic work and ta, promota virtual colportage, the committea
ara ready '.o uueat the expensea incurred by other people in the sale of the
society's books by a liberal discount.

"In the metropolia there are four colporteurs, but the numaerous Christian
agencies now at wark ini it inake therà labour almoat superfinous and in vain.
Thay are nndersold aven with the society's own books. Gratuitous distribu-
tion ia soma parts renders sales impracticabie. ' Peopla ail baliuve that the
books were entrusted to us to give away, and that we keep for ourselves any
moaey we get for them."'

While colportage is considered more effective than free granta, in soma
jcases the depots are stili more useful. In Paris, e. g-, the comnmittea Eind
that by means of sucli depots they can botter reacli soma classes of society,

jthougli the axpanse is reduced. by coatributing ta tha expenses of the shop
and sllowiu the salesmen ta deal in other articles. In llolland aiea, the
staff of colporteurs lias beau gradually exdhanged for a syatemn of sub-depots,

while tha expanditure of the society ia limited ta a commission on sales.


