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not by Pres. Roosevelt, but by the ancient scholars ot' Europe, when
they chose thle Roman in preference ta the Greek alphabet.

The first step toivards simplified spelling %v'as flot taken by Pres.
Roobevelt Pnd neither wvas the second. In 1882, the London Philo-
logica~l Society publishied a set of miles for spelling phonetically, and
a Iist of several thousand wvords requiring reformn. The Society
included amaong ils members, the scientist Charles Darwvin, the poet
Alfred Tennyson, the philosopher Herbert Spencer andi the statesmian
Mr. W. E. Gladstone. Surely. Hon. Judges, the opinions of such
great îiien should have some wveight in the matter of spelling retorm.
In 1883 The Amemican Philological Society followed the samne line of
action.

Nowv, LNm. Chairman, mny wvorthy apponents claim that siniplified
spelling as advocated by President Roosevelt is detrimental Io the
English language. XVhy theme could be nothing af greater benefit ta
the English languag-e. The Anglo-Saxon race is the dominant race
af to-Jay. "Dominant race-Dominant language." The English
language %vith a phionetic system af spelling, would soon become the
dominant languag"e of the world, because it wvou1d be sa much the
easiem for foreigners ta learn it. Englishmien wvould then knowv and
take more interist in their mother tangue, and above ail it wvould
simiplify it for the %orkingman.

The last speaker savs that the simplified systemn of spelling, .ts

advocatecl by PresidenÈ Roosevelt would cnt us off fram the history of
lauguige. Well Mr. Chairman, ihat as3sertion is false, -The history
af aur language, is %vritten in millions of volumes, stored away ini
thousands af libraries, and it can neyer be last, as long as there are
students and scholars in the wvorlc1. Besides howv many people, ever
have any need ta delve into the histary of wvords. A fewv thonsand
learned professors, scattered tlîmouihon t the English speaking world,
and iny warthy apponents wisil ta burden a few million humans, -,vitil
an absurd systeni or spelling for the sake af a few thousand.
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