
48UVI VECR SITI- 0F OTTA 9WA RET"IEWk

The World's Great Poems v. Virgil.

,di OMNPARISONS,") as Mrs. Malaprop would say, Ilare
odorous. t' Moreover, they are misleading, which is a
much more serious charge to bring against them. It

la is a case of: " orse thaiî a crime-a blunder." Comi-
panisons, therefore, between Homer and Virgil, as to their respective
merits, that is, are to be avoided, though they have been made in the
past, wvith ail the cocksureness that distinguishes the literary critic,
-%vherein, indeed, he surpasses even Lord Macaulay, of w'hom it wvas
said-by one cf his enemies : "l 1 wish 1 wvere as rocksure of any-
thing as Tom Macaulay is of everything."

German critics, one niay note, wvith that curious Ilcontrariness"
-otherwise "1cussedness "-whic.h distinguishes them, long ;igc
pronounced ex cathedra, on the superiority of Homer over Virgil.
And English critics, during the flrst hall of last century, with that
tondness for opinions, theological or ot.her, "lmade in Germany,"
-%vhiclh has characterized John Bull since "lgospel light first dawvned
hi BulIen's eyes," made profession of a similar faith,and anathematized
aIl and sundry wvho should dare to differ from them.

Howvever, nous avonzs changé lott cela. "'Hans Wurst, " thainks
to Kruger telegrams, and other simnilar trifles, is no longer beloved
ýof John Bull. wvhc lias transferred his ponderous affections from his
IITeutonic kinsmen "-less thari kmn-to his " natural enemies, "
-who are disposed to be more than kind. And, as a resuit, we no
onger takP our critical opinions. ready made, from Germany. Even'

in matters theological, there are signs that the pace Ilis too good to
Iast. "

The reaction, however, so far as Virgit is concerned, set in many
years ago. A wvriter, iii volume xxiv of the Encvclopoedia Britannica.
published in i888, having stated that IlVirg-il, in ancient times,
enjoyed unquestioned supremacy among Roman poets," passes on to
:shew howv " the German mind has alwvays been more in sympathy
wvith the art and genius of Greece than of Rome or Italy.-' He pro-
:ceeds - IluI the present day the effect of this reaction," against
German influence, that is, «"«sheivs itself only in a juster estimate of
Virgil's relative position among the poets of the wvorid." Com-
psarisons, in fact, are ruled out. Each lias his own place, his own
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