
1905.] THE

TýrancontinentaI Railway Report.
.Co>ituedfrorn age 337.)

PiCto keep the route as far as possible in
it e ith Lake Abitibi, and flot to defleet

%ýt to North Bay, as was the objeet of
at ,G".PR Co. The Commission lîad,
çj htilne ofv making the report, only two

C.,"»e parties sent out l)y the G.T.P.R.

Ii1 e C nission lias a well-organized trans-
~ui 101 staff, with beadquarters at Ottawa,

ndai in a position to deliver ail need-
t .Plies required by the parties, ail along

r~l an s in a position to niove its Silli
ail rto the interior with comparative ease

aîty althougli the cogt of transporta-
P st) me sections, heavy. The trans-

%te trough New Brunswick and the
enl tid of the province of Quebec, ex-

di ý1'g as far as the western bouindary of
t ie bas lîcen accomîilislied miostly by
pi8,anld very little trouble lias heen cx-
1 lced 'ln Ibese districts, except that anis-

t4br'e ~the unusually heavy snowfall of
W tnt .er. A great deal of difficultv

liiet Wlith in getting supplies up to the
rhr 'Waters of the Ottawa and Gatineaui

Uate Vi as late liefore the supplies werc
taxl.iiafter having secured the necessary

ta Oats and men. The mien were over-

~~elle( jc in somne cases, before they hiad
I W i he distributing cachés aimed at.

4s ~ter transpiortation up the Gatineau
IIý- r conducted by teamis as far as the

" oa large caché there, froîn which
hat.' i as been distributed to the different

tea ls by packers and dog teams. Dog
'anl thave aiso been employed to advantage
%ttrlg North Temiskaming to the
Iili'Ûf Lake Abitibi. In order to get sup-
46 PilesO the nortb and west of Lake Abitibui

thee froad had 10 be cut out. Althougli
WtIr~ t ,as one of unusual severity, there
exet disasters of any moment, witb the

portUto of the death of W. Leamy, trans-
lie Officer up the Temiskaming route.
th erl oen Ou ahead of his par îy, looking for
't. sSt ay for moving bis suppllies on, and
an "POe tbat lie broke througli the ice

en 1's drowned. The distance fromn the
wherOf the raiîway track at Maniwaki to

tbes supplies are taken lîy teams to the
Ptl fthe Gatineau, is about 115i miles.
frd tere t the south ln is about 2 miles,

Ilut ý' li south huie to the north line is
~t ailu f les. As there is no road or trail

tra tbe forks nortbward, the difficulty
'aekerss rting supplies by dog teams and
eea!e cane appreciated. One of the
Iýrti tstacles encouintered in the trans-

sî~~ fSupplies into the interior is the
'I. t,~~ the lakes. After the lakes freeze11'aS e eigbit of the first beavy fall of snow

S ice; consequently the water over-
tlrre.and saturates tbe snow, which is
Pt lntO slush, and will not freeze ex-

ea l ~ e roken up. This slusb will usually
tiear the weit of a man, and is somne-
"'41e 0f "veral feetgin deptb. Each successive
ýÈ Oetbnas the saine resuit, and tbe lakes

*l'e 0nItiesrendered almost impassable.
the Purhaes f supplies, etc., were made by
qt ?Uýcbasing depart ment, under the charge

SL.çgilvie.
al1its f4l as the Commissioners were aware,
f lt feun 10 es~ are British subjects and, with

ew eptions, Canadian born." We
enCtii~t, tbe report continues, " that

aki iiave a full home supply of lioti
tf an common labor for the irposes

Saîîl Work. During the rather hasty mar-
0ie f Our forces, we took on a few en-

Dt 0n' 1s, trunment nien and laborers, who
elped O he undesirable. This was to lie
nu1 eed. These have been about ail weeded
nU.r ad We are confident that wýe have in
%ise'>1 ">Y t-day, as fine a body of engineers,
lNlic.flt5 and men as can be found upon ahiy

Work. We bave laid down the rule-
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and will adhcre to it that promotion must
lie made on neit alone, and in the matter of
neit thc judgx:îent oif the engineers wvîll lire-
vaîl in tlieirdeîîartiiient.''

As 10 the work accomplislbcd it ïs neported
that the exploratory surveys in districts A
and 1B bad been coinîîleted, and tue parties
witli(rawVn. 'lle Commiission is now ps
Fe.-,ýed of suiflikient informiation to enable a
(lecision b lie arrived at as 10 whetber the
uine via Fredericton and St. John River Valley
or the one acnriss thie centte of New Brunswick
sbould lie adopted. It will be some uittle
liie iefore sufficient information is obtained
t0 enalîle a decision to lie arrived at as 10
wlîetlier the fune nortlî or soutlî of Lake Abiti-
bii wîll lie lerfenahile, althiougi about ailthie
information desiralile for liai purpo- e in the
eastern portion of district Bi lias been secured.
It was proîiosed to comîmence location surveys
in districts A and(li1 as sXtl as the local con-
ditions would pîermîit, lirol)ahly tue first week
in May. ht was expected tbat location sur-
veys in (districts A, 13 and F would lie coin-
pleted so thai tenders niigbt be called for in
the early autumn.

It wvas deemed advisahile liefore tenders
wvere invited that there siould lie îrcpared
general specifications covering ail works,
forms and conditions under which tenders
will be asked for, fornîs of contract Iliat will
lie insisted tipon. After sonie correspond-
ence witlb the G.T.P.R., il w'as decided that
there sbould lie uniform specifications on
the eastern and western divisions of thie une.
Tiese siiecifications Were prepared and bave
been approved by the company. Tbey have
been sulîmitted 10 tbe Minister of Railways,
who bas also approved of tlîem, althougb
bis sanction is not necessary. A copy of the
specifications is appended 10 tue report.

Tue Commissioners bave, as far as possibîle,
fanîiliarized tlîemselves witlb the country.
Tlîey have visited Quebec, Edmtîndston,
Grand Falls, 'Woodstock, Fredericton, Boies-
town, St. John, Norton, Cbipnîan, Minto,
Moncton and Halifax, and also spent several
days in Winnipeg, studying with thie Chief
Engineer tîhe conditions tbere, and a thie
same lime, visited Selkirk and Port Artbur.
Il will be necessary in tue near future bo de-
cide upon the questions involved in connec-
tion witb the terminais aI Quelîec and WVin-
nipeg. The report continues:-

" The Conmnission feels that it should niake
siiecial reference 10 the work which lias been
accomiilisbed in connection witbi the surveys
froni Moncton to Chaudiere. It bas been
asserted and believed for many years that a
line could flot be secured across tbe centre of
New Brunswick, with grades equal 10 the
Intercolonial Ry., or any grades wiicli a thie
liime(of the building (if the .C.R. would have
lieen considered reasonable; aise Iliat it was
inmpossible to secure suci. a uine around the
corner of thie State of Maine, except lîy sucli
an enormous expenditure as would make il
prohibitive. Il was also asserted tiat il
would be necessary 10 use 1% ,,or lieavier
grades the reniainder of tue way to Ciaudiere.
On the otlier lîand, il was claimed tlîat tbese
difficulties did not exist; that the survevs
which- had apparently established themn had
not followed the ight direction, or bad not
exhîausted the possibilities of the territory
traversed. In taking up Ibis part of the
work, the Comînissioners decided 10 have an
exhaustive and minute examination nmade of
tbis country, and t0 acquire and present such
information as would definiteiy settie and
determine these conflicting contentions. We
demred il best 10 ascertain beyond doubt
which was right and wbicb was wrîong in order
that the public mmnd would be set at rest.
To tlîis end we directed our engineers 10
make thie most exhaustive and careful ex-
plorations and surveys, so that baving be-
fore tbem aIl that bad been witten or said
tbcy would lie aile 10 make conillete and
decisive reports. Tue first of thie surveying
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piarties were piaced in the field on Sept. 27,
1904, and continued at work hbrougi lhe
whole winter (the most rigorous and with
the heaviest snowfall in liat part of the
country witbin the memory of living man),
and as a resuit we are in a position 10 state
tuat w-e have secured a uine from Moncton
to Cbau'icre witli a nmaxinmumn grade cf 0.4
opuioseci to easîhîound freiglît and 0.6 ojiposd
to westbound freigit, and witb a rax 'mumn
curvature of 6' and these only used in a few
places. Tihis line runs ail tbe way through
a valuable country, part of wbicb is settled
and the remainder is most desirable for set-
tienient, and lie opening of wbich will be
of great advantage 10thie country. The
pîrobiable lengîli of Ibis uine, whien finally
concluded, if tbe cross country route in New
Brunswick is adlopted, will be shorter Ilian
the .C.R. hetween thiesame pîoints, but how
mnuch we cannot say until our location sur-
veys bave lîcen compieted. If, bowever,
thie grades in existence upon thie I.C.R. were
emphoyed, a saving of at least 90 miles over
the .CR. by thc cross-country route would
bc cffccted, and ncarly as mucb by lie river
route. The value of lie road on the lires
we have secured, and witb tue grades and
curvatures we bave obtained may best be
understood by a companison witb the I.C.R.
witb ils grades and curves, and in Ibis con-
nection we refer 10 tbe calculations con-
taincd in tlie repiort of lie Assistant Ciief
Engineer, M. J. Butler, from whici I will
draw a few conclusions. Tic samne motive
pîower tint will haul 660 tons on tic1.C.R.
wiil uîy the uine secured haul 1,260 Ions go-
ing east and 990 -tons going west. If we
take thc workings of tic two roads witb 10
daily I.C.R. freigit trains caci way, we flnd
tint in 313 working days upon tic .C.R.
lucre would be 4,131,600 pay tons of freigit
carrie(l, and 10 haul Ibis number of trains
tiere would bie 3,089,310 train miles per year.
Thc cost oif this, as pier tic report of tic
1.CR. for 1903, would equal $3,016,711.
The Transcontinental Ry. would only bave
to run (via tic centre route) 1,825,41,5 train
miles pet year 10 move tic samne quanlîly
of freiglît, and wbicb, aItich saine cosl per
train mile as the Inlercolonial, would amount
to $1,782,518.72. Il will thus be seen tuaI
lie annual operating c(ist of tic I.C.R. for
the said quantity of freigit is $3,016,711.21,
whiie tuaI (if tic Transcontinental will only
be $1,782,518.72, a saving in favor of tic
Transcontinental of $1,237,192.47, whicb
capitaiized aI 4 % per annum equals $30,-
854,812.25; Ibat is, we dlaim that tie Trans-
cointinental, with its lower grades and curves,
the road being equally well constructed witb
the 1.CR., will be over $30,000,000 more
valualîle. Witb increased business the diff-
erence would be mucb greater. If, how-
ever, we give thie Transcontinental 10 fully
loaded trains per day (of ils own) instcad
of confining il 10 wbat wouid be equal in
tons 10 10 fully loaded trains upon tic .C.R.,
the difference would be muci greater stili
and the net annual saving would amount 10
$2,157,544.52, whicb capitalized aI 400' per
annum would give $53,938,613 as lie in-
creascd value of tic Transcontinental low
grade uine over thie I.C.R. If the grades
are increased to tie 1C.R. standard tic dis-
tance would be reduced on tie Transcon-
tinental 10 403.7 miles. Taking tie saine
10 trains per day companison, there wouid
be an annuai saving in favor of tic latter
road (if S548,937.52, wbichi being capitalized
aI 4/,. 1rer annum, equais $13,723,438, which
represents tie increased value of lie Trans-
continental Ry. over tic .C.R. for tie baud-
ling of that amount of traffic. As lie traffic
increases, the difference increases. These
calculations have ail been made upon lie
centre hune tirougi New Brunswick. They
can easily be applied 10 tic otier route.
There are sundry otier comparisons in lie
report of Mn. Butler whici sbould be re-


