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age or peedcch of which wnuld require more space t1han wo cati dc oto
to ail cf them togcther, if' we would fairly express or criticise their merits.
This is the less necessary a'; the -\vriters arc so ftniliarto every one0 whel
boasts even a tolerable acquaintance xith the literature of hi'; country. Who
lias nlot read the dramnas cf Shakspcare, or been led by the magie spe11 of'
Speuser amoiig the shadowy seedes of his allcgory, or been captivated by the

eloquenve ot Jeremy Taylor, or been carried along -%vith the powerful argu-
ment cf Barrow, or been instructeil by the wisdoni of Ilooker, or heard ôf the
logarithmns cf Napier, or found at loast inatter for reflection, and perhaps ne-
fûtation, iii the philosoplw of Hlobbes?

It is but a very general view% that we ean veiýture te present cf thiese ai
oihen such writers, and the inost general (niticisnms that we eau ofer.

Literature in this period-as it rnuist in every period-éivides itself agai;;
jute Poctry and Prose. Pootry, we have said, generally takes the precedecee
of Prose in a nation's literature. Duning whîat are villed the ])ark and
Middle Âges, and until tle lieformation, there is nlot a single writer of prose
of any eminence ; while during the saine period we have sevenal poets cf îighi
nine, sucb as Chaucer, Gower, James lst of Scotlanid, Dunbar, Surrey and
-Sackville. The questions cf the Refonînation, required soine other vehil&
Ihan petny for their expression, if they wcrc te find expression at ail; and
these questions w-ere sucb as eould net limiit themselves te a inere oral comn-
munication or utterance. The legical faciilty as weIl as the poetical wvas now
lev'eloped. Zeno, the first Logician, flie father cf'Dialecties, was the first
(J-rcek prose wnriter. Jarmenides, bis master, anmouncimg bis views eracu-
larly, net needing te defend them dialectically, uttered bimself in Greek hex-
iimeters, as did aise bis iixamedate predecessor Xenophanes. Ilerodotus, the
earliest historiaii of Greece, n'as about eentcmporarv with Zeno.

Ont the threshold cf this period ive confront the, tfieoiogicai productions cf
Cranimer and Jewell and Ilidley ; and we bave tlie serinons, or popular ad-
dresses, cenciones ad populum. cf Latimer, the Spungeoi of, our ewn day.
It nas lie 'who said 'te Riley when on the way te the stake: "Be cf good
comifont, Doctor IRidley, and play the man : we shalh this day liglit sucb a
candle, by CGod's grace, iii En gland, as 1 trust, shail neyer be put eut."

Jlooken's IlEcclesiastical Polity " is the first writing in, the fonm cf a negu-
lar treatise that we possess in our language. ioger .Aschani indeed had
%vritten hig Il Schoolmastcr " somectinie before, in good English, and ini a
plcasing and lively manner, but it is net,'se suist.4iued and methodical a work
as llooker's, and is net te be nained with it in point of cîther thought or style.
llooker's wonk called forth the commeudation of the thon reigninig Pontifi,
who pronounced it on a levol wvitls the best treatise thiat had been written iii
any age. This fact, I think, is noticed in theo life cf Ileoker in that very fas-
cinating book "Walton's Lives," itself a gem cf biographical composition, as
his Il Angler" is on its peciliar subjeet.

It is worthy of notice that our early English prose is modelled evid1entlvý
upon the Latin language, whvli had hitherte beeni in vogue iii ail prose con-
positions, and withi which. allcaîh any ameunt of eduication iii that age
Wene fainilian. -lecc tlic inversions se noticeable in our eanlien prose writ-
ors, especialiy in the stately style cf Hooken, and in the imardi cf Bacon'-
thouglit; althioughi in his "lMoral Essays " Bacon approachcà muci lucre te
the nuaffectcd case of a inter period. Tiiese inversions are 1,,articularIy
observable in Milton's prose, whieh i8 more involved, if possible, and, if


