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OPEN DOORS.

BY REV NORMAN H RYSSHUY

 And a vision appeared to Paul in-the night ;

g There stood a man of Macedonia, and prayed,

over 1o Macedonia, and het
z;m}\sl:c’l'l:&;ol?;chadc;ecn the vision, immcdi.\lclly)
we' endeavoured to go into  Macedonia, assuredly
gathering that l'hc Lowd hat called s for to
preach the gospel unio ithem,

Two thousand years have made a
chapge in time and crcumsiances. Mace
domta has multiplied aod broadeaed uati its
boundaries koow no honizon. The depths of
1ts heathen iguorance and superstition have
psen more deeply sounded, aad all its hu-

: man substitutes for the worship of the true

God have been waighed and fovoad wantiog.
But its cry remains the same, only louder
and more earnest. It is no longer the voice
of ose man but the chorus of a multitude.

E Asonchas well said : ““ It is a maa of Jupaa,

a maan of China, a man of India, a man of
Syria, and Persia and Africa; his face is a
composite pbotograph of every race uader
beaven.”

Writing as I do from the very ceatre of
Central India with the strains of this chorus
tising all around me, every note breakiang
upon the ear with entreating distinctaess, 1t
has become to me a tremendous reality. 1
bave often been tempted to exercise my im-
agination with the thought of what the

-3 wonld be could we tow this
.4 great dark land across the seas and
¥ yaochor it on the shores of North

America asau object lesson to the Charch
of Christ.  But this is not God's plan ; the
Holy Ghost is subject to no laws bat that of
grace, nor in His hands should the message
lose aoything of distinctness because it

travels across a hemisphere.

To the Presbyteriaa Church of Canada

=1 oo appeal can be more urgent, no cry more

distinct, taan that which arises from the
cities and plains of Ceotral India. From
Neemuch to the Nurbadda, from Bhopal to

: the Ghats, our broad field with its thou-

sands of towns and villages and its millions

£51 f inhabitants far outoumbening the whole
1 population of Canada, offers a great array of
L3 srategic points which must eventually be
3 cccopied by sur owe mussionanes as centres
] of work ; and of these many to-day are ac-
R} (wally inviting our enirance.

Jalrapataa, yo miies from Neemuca,is a

% tomn of about 4o,000 inhabitaats, the seat of
B! a Raiab, whose cfficials, over four years ago,

showed to our Missionary, Mr. Wilson, a dis-

B position to receive us into their midst, The

decision of the Rajputana brethern to leave

fi; this city to our mission, throws its responsi-

Canada.

bility and that of the surrounding area 11 the
rich valley of the Chumbul 2a the Church in

Passing over such places as Jawad, nearer
to Neemuch, where we already have a Chris-

% tian school of over 100 boys, we come to
i Mondasaur on the railway about half way
iy between  Neemuch and Ratlam.

Io this
city of about 20,000 inhabitants we have al-
ready established a Christian school, whose

i bead mester with the members of his family

EEl have gained a coasiderable foothold in spite

B3 ot opposition,
% lam, is the ity of Jowrah with a population

Farther oo, aed nearer Rat-

of 20,c00, the capital of Jowrah state. Of
tbis place Mr. Wilson says . “In our late
visit the Nawab of Jowrah together with his

& Dewan offered us a grant of land fora bun-

galow if we would send in a tussionary.
They seemed to feel itas somewhat of a
slight that we had not taken up Jowrah earl.
ier” A few days after this promise was
given the Nawab died. Whether his death
%ill make any difference in their disposition

} bward us we have had no oppdrtunity of

testing, but it should be a lesson to us to be

B readyto eater when the way is clear.

Sailana, the capital of a state of the same

g1 tame bordering on that of Rutlam, I can_
gy 1emember as friendly. to us the first year I

R v2s in the country when 1 had the pleasure

B ofavisit to the Christian Thasildar there.

THE CANADA

Concerning Khuchraod and Burougur,
both large cities of about 10,0u0, I am not
personally acquainted, but both are strategic
points, especially the latter, being the centre
of a group of large and influential villages.

Dewas brings us into an eatirely unoccu-
pied portion of our field to \he East of
Ujjain and Indore. As the centre of
two states it at once enters into the list of
points to be occapied. Being situated on
the new Ujjain Bhopal railway it will be
within easy reach when this line is opened.

Coming to that part of the field with
which 1 am more nearly acquainted, the
most objective point in the Mhow district 1s
t+= city of Dhar. This is no unfamiliar
name to the Church athome. For years the
Learts of our missionaries have gone out (o
Dhar and its people. By umanimous con-
sent it isthe first of the many remaining
fields to be opened.  Its Maharajsh has a!
ways been most friend'y to our mission. Mr.
Campbell, Mr. Builder and Mr. Wilson have
all been before me in pleasant and memor-
able visits to this interesting city. When, va
the occasion of the Queen’s Jubilee, Mr.
Builder was visiting there he was asked by
the Maharaja to lead in prayer at the cere-
mony which took place. A year ago we re-
ceived Rs. 400 trom Hi: Highaess for the
lodore College. This year, bowever, has
been a most memorable one for work at
Dhar. We speat nearly a month eacamped
outside its gates daily preachiog the gospel
in its mobullas and the surrounding vilages.
Twice were we called by the Maharaja to
appear before him and he expressed him-
self as most pleased with our Chrstian
bymns. The people also have proved most
friendly to us; we held daily meeungs
in oar large t=at wbich were attended by
crowds of eager Listeners varying from 200 to
over 500 people ; the official classes also
attended ome evening mn a body. Many
matks of respect were saown us; among
others we were invited to a dnner by one of
the Brahmin teachers in the school. These
aod many other signs make clear to us that
the time has come whea we should seek an
eatrance into this interesting city. The
Mabarajah is old aud frail and his death
might make a change in the disposition to-
wards us. What is tc be dons should be
done quickly.

Twenty-five miles beyond Dhar s Su-
darpore, a small station with several Eopg.
lish people and a native regiment. It 15
right in the heart of the Mountainous region
icbabited by the Bheels or bill tribes who
are the aborigines of Ceotral India. No

“part of our territory offers a more interestng

or profitable field of labor than the Bheels.
Though living in ths midst of Hiaduism
they ure not Hinduised, clinging still to the
old Devil Worskip of their forefathers.
Some progress has been made in their civi
lization by the establishment of this ogency
in their midst, and the enlisting of a lerge
oumber of them as soldiers. Theyare prac-
tically a people waiting to be harvested.
The Irish mission bhave done agreat deal
among them on the Gujuart side, but the
large proportion of them live without our
field. Some little has been done among them
both at Maopur (aear Mhow) and at Rutlam,
bat no eftectval work cam be accomplished
till 2 man s set apart for it. A spleadid be-
gioning can be made at once in Sirdarpore
where land will be readily granted for a bun-
galow and mission houses, and where the
officials are very friendly. Whean we visited
this station a short time ago the Major in
charge called the whole regiment of Bheels
to meet us and be present at our service.
Mabheshwar, on the Nurbudda, is a city of
about 10,000 or more inhabitants, Being a
Devstan, or ““ place of the Gods,” it is also
an object of pilgrimage. We held mzetings
-bere for ten days inthe cold season, and
crowds, numbering on one occasion over 700,
came to hear us. The Amiu, or chief man
of the city, was very fricndly and promised
grouna if we would send a missionary. This
city, being onthe Nurbudda, would com-
mand a large circle of villages both on the
river-side by boat and ‘nland by road. Itis
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the chiel pla.e below the Ghats, and is in
the centre of a richly cultivated district with
mauny wealthy towans which have never
kaown & famine,

Barwai, 36 miles from Mhow, has already
beer accupted by us as an out-station, and
a Christian community is beginning to grow
up arouad it. It is the centre of a large
number of villagas which have been much
stirred lately by the Word., Land bas been
obtained and a good beginning made. It is
a field ready for eatrance whea the man has
been found. .

Notto add to this already long list ot
strange names, let these suffice to assure the
Church at home that doors morethan at
the preseat rate of supply can be filed for
many years are open wide and calling to us
with no uacertain sound : * Come over and
help us.” To occupy these fields we want
men earnest and coansecrated, ready for any
service -sacuifice, if need be—that Central
Iadia may be won for Christ.

That the people 10 tnese places as a
whole are actually longiag for the entrance
of the Gospel we must not suppose, though
I believe of many individual cases even this
is true, but just as the spirit called Paul into
Macedon:a so i1s He caiung our Church to
eater these open door of Ceatral fndia and
we have much mote thag a vison to sube
stantiate the call.

Nor must we expect that our entrance
will be enurely unopposed; at every
vaatage point the Devil will make a stand.
Paul was not_only opposed but putin jail
when in obedience to the vowe he entered
Phillippi. But.n every field wili we find
the Lydia’s houscholds and souls wearying
to hear the ** Good News " of salvauon.,

Open doors are God's isger posts, open
dgors are the voice of the Hoy Spint.
When a large band of God's peopie can sit
day after day onthe borders of Thibet
watching and waiting for the acor to open if
only wide enongh to admit of entrance,
surely aband can be raised to enter the
open and viting doors of Ceatral Iad:a.

Asto ways and means I have nothiag to
say. Ileave this to this tothe Lord of the
Harvest, only do not be lLike the Queen of
Sheba ; do not wait behind to make much
preparation. The early Church had ao mis-
sion Committees and no mission funas ,
those separated by the Haty Spun were
sent out and sent 1n faith. So tet i be with
us. Let the Church sead forth all who bave
been called to the field, ootning doudting.
God will not dishonor such fanth. For
years the people of God have besn praying
for these door to optn ; the prayers have
been heard ; the walls are broken down,
the gates unhinged, the roadways open. The
finger of God points forward, the clarion
voice of the Holy Spirit rallies to the as-
sult : Fear not evil reports as to the sons of
Anak in the land, bat * let usgo up at once
and possess it ; for we are well able to over-
come it.”

The Gospel story isnow spoken and read
in abouc 300 languages. Al the great
languages of the world are now vebicles for
the message of God's redeeming love.
Everywhare the number of converts 1s io-
creasing. Christianity 1a some of its forms
is represented in all quarters of the globe.
Ofthe earth’s population of 1,450 millions,
about 450 millions are nominal Christians.
Not in the first century or the first three
centuries of our era was growth, as r2pid as
it is now.

Itisin the island of Formosa, says the
Hamilton Spectator, that Dr. McKay, one of
the most successful of Canadian missionar-
ies, bas been carrying ona great work. The
probability is that i the icland is annexed
by Japan Dr. McKay's missionary entet-
prise will be extended rather.than curtailed,
for the Japanese government is far more
Iiberal inits treatmeat of Christtan mis-
gionatics than the Chinese government bas

een.

Buddhists have formad an ascociation
for the purpose of sending missionaries to
Hawaii.

Eoglish doctors in India give medical
assistance to 14,000,000 natives in one year.
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atk xiv.

Mi3,™} THE ACOY [N CETHSEMANE. | M2k »

GoLLEN TrXT — John xviit, 21,

Caracnism.~Q. 1q

Home Readings.- Af, Mark xiv. j242. 7.
Mat xxvi 3646 ‘W Luke xxii. 39 46. T4
Heb. ii.9-18. £ Heb v 114 5. Iy, liti. 1-12.
Sab. Ps. xl. 1-17,

The supper has been ins'ituted, the farewell
words of comfort spoken, the prayer of interces-
sion offered, the parting hyman suog, aod now our
Loid and the eleven have come to  their favorite
resorting  place, the garden of the ojl press
Words of tender warning have been on His lips
durning the short walk, words which, instead of
producing the scl-distrust they ought to bave
produced, have led Peter to declace : ** Though I
shoutd die with Thee 1 will not deny Thee ;" and
ail the vthers w join 1n the dectaration. And
touw cight are left as an outer guard at the en-
itance of the garden, while the three who wit-
nessed the Master’s gloty un «he mouny, are
catle] a linle closer to the sceae of s final cun-
flictand triumph.

I. The Conflict. —There can be no
doubt that Satan, who, at the outset of his career,
had sought with pleasant allurements to entice
the Saviour to tura aside from God’s way of re-
deemiog mea, has now come with all the paioful,
soul-harrassing things he can muster, hoping thus,
cuther to terufy Jesus from His purpose, or to
dirqualily Hium to be the **lamb without blem-
ish, or perbaps to crush out His physical life
thevugh 2gudy ui svul, besure He can come to the
ctuss.  The ficzceness of whe onsiaught 1s seen 10
Mark's grapbic words ** He began to be sore
amazed.” All that He had eadurea already seem-
ed as nothing compared with this. Also fium Has
recorded werds, My sul is exceeding sorrow-
fur,” the thought is that He was sutounded
with sorrow on every side, breaking in upun Him
and ready to separate His soul from His body.
But what were the things which combined to pro-
duce such agony? Thatis a auestion gone can
tully apswet.  There were 2l the horrors of His
coming passtod, its cruclty, its shame, its spirit-
ual torture.  There were thoughts of the anguish
of others, His mother, His disciples. There was
the kuuwiedge ol Judas treachery, Peter's denial
of alstursakiog dim.  There was the conscious’
ness that thuugh nnocent Himsett, He must en-
dute all ihat thuse 1a whose room He stood,
should have borae fur sio, the sorrow, the shame,
the awful dathaess, when the Fatber's face must
Le bidden from Him. Can we wonder it ie
feared that this t<al might ether call forth some
evil thought of vengearce .gawst the adversary,
or crusk Him ia premature death) Can we
wopder that He craved for the watch{ql sympathy
of Hisdisciples, and, alas® even this failed Him ;
and the discovery of its failure scemeddto precipi.-
ate anew the conflict. The words of chidiog with
which the Master aroused His sleeping disciples
are doubly suggestive. He was in spirit willing
to do the Father's will, but what He feared was
the weakness of the flesh to endure. The disciples
badall boasted of their willingness even to die
with Him, and yet through physical weariness
and geief, ** their eyes were heavy,” they cannot
watch even one hour.

The Victory.—To compress what was in-
volved in the conflit into a few seatences has not
been casy—but  he victory 1s more easily under-
stood—* Tarry ye here . . . while 1 go and
pray.” Let us ponder upon the prayer, which
was offered again and again, while our Saviour lay
rrostrated on His kaess, with forehead upon the
ground. There is in it just the one desire, npame-
1y to do the Father's will—** Take this cup from
me; . . - nevertheless . . what thon wilt.” No
matter whether we understand by ** this cup ™’
the cross, or the disqualification and death which
Satan aimed to biing about there in Gethsemane,
the one thing clear is that Jesus desired to do the
Fatber’s will, and viclory came through faith,
victory completeand perfect, Heavenly mes-
sengers strengthen Him acd the prince of this
world is foiled.  When He comes again to where
the disciples sit dozing 13 sleep again, He has no
chiding for them but tells them to sleep on and
take their rest, and calmly the Master watches
by the sleepers’ side, antil the lights ot the ap-
proaching traitor’s band appear. Then Hearouses
them that they may not be ata disadvantage and
cimly gocs to meet His cnemies. There is
scarcely room for 2 single practical thought, only
let us remember that while every life bas its Geth-
semanes of conflict, “*thisis the victory that
overcometh, even our faith.””



