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Our Poung FFolks.

THE LITTLE WEAVER.
Once in an eastern palace wide
A litle child sat weaving s #
So patiently her task she plied,
The men and women at her side
Flocked round her almost grieving

“ How is it, little one,” they said,
** You always work so cheerily ?
Yet never seem to break your thread,

Or snarl or tangle it, instead
Of working smooth and clearly,

*Qur weavina gets so wotn and soiled,
Our silk so frayed and broken,

Fur all we've fretted, wept and toiled,

We known the lovely pattern’s spoiled :
They sighed as words were spoken.

The little child looked in their eyes,
So full of care and trouble ;

And pity chased the sweet surprise

‘I'nat filled her own, as sometimes flies
‘The rainbow in the bubble,

‘1 onlygo and tell the King,"
She said, abashed and mc:i(ly.
“ You know, He said, in ¢ everything.’
““Why, so do we ! " they cries; ** we bring
Him all our troubles weekly!"

She turoed her little head aside ;

A moment let them wrangle ;
“ Ah, but,” she soltly then replied,
‘I po and get the knot untied

At the first little tangle !

Oh, little childien—weavers all

Out broidery we spangle
With many a teur that need not fall,
If on our King we would but call

At the first little tangle !

FRANK, HARRY, TOM AND NED.

“Mamma, I get puzzled over the Bible as often as I
study. The deeper L go the worse it gets—I mean the more

puzzled I get”

The speaker was Harry Marston, a bright youth of four-
teen, who never passed over anything without understanding
it. Mamma paused from her sewing as Harry went on with
characteristic dash :—

* Matthew and Mark do seem to contradict each other,
and I am not quite certain that Luke and John are in perfect
accord. Setthings in order for me, will you not, mother dear-
est?” And Harry's Qushed but earnest face gazed earnestly
into Mrs, Marston's.

¢ Certainly, my son, to the best of my ability, at another
time. Your mind is tired from overwork. Ned is calling to
you now, and I saw Frank and Tom Rosser entering the gate
a moment ago.”

Harry was off like a flash of lightning. 1n a few moments
he returned with Ned and the visitors at his heels.

* Mamma, please may we go to Folly Dam Bridge, and
fish all the morning? We——"

“ Please ! * Please !” “Please ! ™ broke in three vaices.

* On one condition only,” answered Mrs. Marston, * and
this condition has four strings to it. Four boys must be at
home to a three o'clock dianer, afier which each one must
write me a description of the morning’s frolic from the time of
setting out until the return.”

The boys' faces clouded a little as though they did not en-
joy the conditions, until Mrs. Marston added :—

“1 do not want a dull ¢ composition,’ but a natural, happy
recital of what I hope will be a very happy time.”

Off they went, joyous because innocent, giad because free.
Three o'clock found the quartette at home, and a little later
they were doing justice to the finny demonstration that the
morning’s work had not been in vain, After dinner Mrs.
Marston brought out four pencil tablets, and after enjoining
perfect silence the work began. In due time the four youth-
ful scribes made creditable returns. Frank Rosser was a
born painter, so naturally he drew a vivid picture of the sce-
nic surroundings. Harry dashed along, describing accurately,
but in rapid succession, the morning’s doing. Tom was care-
ful and precise, telling many little things omitted by the
others. Ned was meditative, and while he related facts he
drew moral lessons as he passed along.

“All together,” said Mrs. Marston, approvingly, “they
make a charming, and, 1 doubt not, perfect narration. The
facts are the same, but how different is each sketch! You,
Harry, say that as you were crossing the bridge Tom fell
down, while Tom avers that heand Ned fell across the bridge.
Which is correct 2 One must be wrung.”

‘* Oh, no, mamma, both are right. We were crossing and
the boys fell on the last plank, I didn't see Ned fall.”

* And,” pursued Mrs. Marston, * Frank says you were all
standing at Farmer Gray's gaie, while Ned distinctly affirms
that you were sitting under a treein his yard ! Uow about
this grave error 7 One must be entirely wrong,”

“Not a bit of it, mother mine !” replied Harry.
are facts. Thetree is exactly at the gate.”

“That being so,” continued Mrs. Marston, “then 1 will
draw a helpful lesson for you from to-day’s pleasure. I think
the supposed discrepancies in the Gospel narratives may be
disposed of 1n much the same way to oft-time weary puzilers.”

“ Both

THE CARNADA PRESBYTERIAN,

The appearance of Bridget called Mrs. Marston's attention
to domestic matters, and the boys went to batting balls. That
night, as the brothers clung to mamma for the good-night
kisses, Harry asked :—

“Little mother, didn't you make us write those pen-
sketches in order to illustrate the real harmony of the Gos-
pels?”

“Yes, my son. Don't you think it was a good way?"

“A very good way ; and [ know I shall never forget it.”

“Nor I, put in Ned. * Tom and Frank said it made
things secm new to them, and they are going to tell it ag home
to-night.”

“[ bope they will,” said Harry; * for old Mr. Rosser is
always harping on the contradictions of the Bible.”

OUR MEN OF THE FUTURE.

Bays should not consider it manly to use profane language.

‘They ought not to hold up others to ridicule anywhere.

They should not indulge their propensity of playing tricks.

They ought not to read dangerous books and papers.

They ought not to interrupt others in their conversation,

Neither ought they to deceive their teachersortheir pareants.

Boys ought not to smoke, for 1t injures their nervoussystem,

Boys should not backbite others, It is mean to do so.

Boys should have the greatest possible horror for intoxi.
cating drink.

Boys should shun evil companions as they would demons
from below.

Bays should ever bear in mind that God's eye is upon
them always.

Boys should continually struggle to overcome their
special bad habits.

Boys, cultivate self-respect, you are our men of the future.

EVERYBODY LIKES HER.

There is a type of girl that everybody likes. Nobody
can tell exactly why, but after you have met her, you turn
away to some other women and say: * Dun’t you like Miss
Grosvenor?” Now, the reason you like her is a subtle one ;
without knowing all about her you feel just thesort ofgirl she is.

She is the girl who appreciates the fact that she can not
always have the first choice of everything in the world.

She is the girl who is not aggressive and does not find
joy in inciting aggressive people.

She is the girl who has tact enough not to say the very
thing that will cause the skeleton in her friend’s closet to rattle
his bones.

She is the girl who, whether it is warm or cold, clear or
stormy, finds no fault with the weather.

She is the girl who, when you invite her to any place, com-
pliments you by looking her best.

She is the girl who makes this world a pleasant place
because she is so pleasant herself.

And, by and by, when you come to think of it, isn’t she
the girl who makes you feel she likes you and, therefore, you
like her?

IT MAKES ALL WRONG.

“ Please, tather, is it wrong to go pleasuring on the Lord’s
Day? My teacher says it is.”

“ Why, child, perhaps it is not exactly right.”

“ Then it is wrong, isn't it, father ?

“ 0, I don’t know that—if it is once in a while.”

« father, you know how fond I am of sums ! ”

 Yes, jJohn ; 1 am glad you are, [ want you to do them
well and be quick and clever at figures. But why do you talk
of sums just now?”

* Because, father, if there is one little figure put wrong in
the sum it makes all wrong however large the amount is.”

“ To be sure, child, it does.”

¢ Then, please, father, don’t you think that if God's day is
put wrong now and then it makes all wrong?”

¢ Put wrong, child—how??

* [ mean, father, put to a wrong use.”

¢ That brings it very close,” said the father, as if speaking
to himself, and then added, ** John, it is wrong to break God's
holy Sabbath. He bas forbidden it and your teacher was
quite right.”

“ Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it holy.”

YOU’VE NO IDEA

How nicely Hood’s Sarsaparilla hits the neceds of people who
feel “all tired out” or “run down,” frem any cause. It
seems to oil up the whole mechanism of the body so that all
moves sinoothly and work becomes a positive delight. Be
sure to get Hood’s.

Hood's Pills act especially upon the liver, rousing it from
torpidity to its natural duties, cure constipation and assisc
digestion.

ANY subscriber sending us $3.00 for two new names
can renew his own subscription for 1892 for one dollar. It
is expected that many old friends will take advantage of this
offer. Send us 3500 for two new aames and the renewal of
your own for 1892,

THERE are thousands of our present subscribers who can,
without any trouble to themselves, secure two new names
thus extend the circulation of their favourite family journal,
and atthe same time get the above reduction for themselves

§abba}_b School Teacher.

INTERNATIONAL LESSQNS

m————

B OVERCOME WITH WINE.

GotbeN TrxT. ~-Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging ;
and whosoever is deceivel thereby is not wise.—Prov. xx. 1.

Isaiah xaviii.
133

INTRODUCTORY,

The time assigned to this prophecy by Biblical scholars is about
three years previous to the overthrow of the kingdom of Israel.  The
reigning monatchs were Hezekiah, king of Judah, and Hoshea, king
of Isracl. ‘Tipleth-Pilezer had succeeded to the throne of Assyria,
and Hoshea thought it a favourable opportunity to renounce submis-
sion to the Assyrian power. The people scemingly were pleased
with the king's determination, and gave themselves up to feelings of
false security, indulging in the sins of luxury and drunkenness. Itis
against this sin_that the prophet in this lesson warns and foretells
the calamities that are to come upon the offending nation.

1. The Drunkard’s Woe.—The chple of Israel had enjayed
much outward prosperity. Wealth had greatly increased, but the
moral condition of the people bad not grown better with their
wotldly success, They had given way to idolatry and to debasing
vices. Drunkenness had become common among them, and pro-
duced the demoralizing effects inseparable from this form of vice.
‘I'he crown of pride is understood to refer to Samaria, the capital of
the kingdom, beautifully situated in an elevated position, adorned by
handsome buildings and luxuriant gardens. The inhabitanis were
proud of theie city. It was the srowning pride of their land, For
the wickedness of the people a woe was pronounced upon them.
The splendour of the city was as a {ading flower, soon to wither be-
fore the desolating blast of Assyrian invasion. The people were so
besotted by their sinful indulgence that they were unabie to-realize
the dangers that threatened them. The prophet's description aptly
illusteates the eflects of intoxication on the intellectual and moral
faculties of the people. They were unable to perceive their real
condition and their feelings were deadened to the degiadation into
which they had sunk. The instcument of their chastisement was at
hand. It could move only as God willed. Since they continued
impenitent it was soon to break upon their land **as a tempest of
hail and a destroying stonn, as a flood of mighty waters shall cast
down to the earth.” [t is added that ‘“the crown of pride, the
drunkards of Ephraim, shall be trodden under feet.”” The splendid
city of Samaria was overthrown and became a heap of ruins. As
4¢ the hasty fruit before the summer” is eagerly plucked and eaten,
so the Assyrians would hastily seize on all that attracted them. So
speedy and complete would be the ruin they wrought. Thus sig-
nally wete the sins of the people, and especially the sin of drunken.
ness, punished. It is not merely that this sin was punished in for-
mer days. Itinvariably briogs punishment still. It is the natuce of
intoxicating drink to do harm. It not only punishes the one who
immediately transgresses. He injures his bodily health, obscures
and weakens his intellectual faculties, beclouds and perverts his
moral nature, e sins against his own soul. Relatives grieve over
his f11l. They mouin disappointed hopes and sorrow for the loss his
wayward course occasions. How many are the victims that suffec
directly and indirectly from the evils of intemperance !  How dread.
ful is the woe that it brings both here and hereafter, for the Scripture
says: ** No drunkard shall inherit the kingdom of God.”

11. The Lord the Shield of His People.—All the pcoglc
were not whelmed in the woe that overtook the nation. Those that
did not yicld to the prevailing sins, and those who repented are spo-
ken of here as *“ the residue of His people.” To them the Lord
should be *“for a crown of gloty.” Large numbers had gloried 1n
their possessions and in the grandeur of their city. They had .de-
lighted only in earthly things, but those who trusted in the Lord
and obeyed Him had *‘the Lord of Hosts for a crown of glory.”
To this tesidue the Lord would * be for a spitit of judgment to him
that sitteth in judgment.” Those who hold important and respon-
sible positions who twust in the Lord can rely on His guidance, They
could look to Him for direction in time of peace and for strength
in time of war. The Lord would also be for strength to them that
turn the battle to the gate.”  All through Scripture there runs the
great truth that they who honour God, them will He honour. Gad
has not only promised us blessings in the spiritual things, He bestows
His blessing on all the real interests of life, present and future,
True success cannot be obtained without God’s blessing.  All who
follow a legitimate pursuit in life, however humble, can have God’s
Spitit to guide and prosper them. Those who occupy the highest
stations can only do well when they have God’s blessing resting on
them.

1Il. The Evil and Shame of Drunkenness.—Those who re-
fuse the Lord’s guidance fall into evil ways. ¢ They have erred
through wine.” It causes people to leave the sight path; it leads
them astray. It not only misleads the understanding, but it tempts
the victim into grosser and still deeper degradation. How many of
the crimes of which we hear are committed under the influence of
intoxicating drink ! No position is exempt from the temptations
and the ravages of this curse, ** even the priest and the prophet
have erred through strong krink.” Such sad occusrences take place
sometimes even 10 our own day, for alas, the sin of drunkenness did
not cease with the removal of the crown of Ephraim. These priests
and prophets erred in vision and in judgment. They could neither
see nor decide aright.  Then the disgusting physical effects of drun.
kenness are mentioned by the prophet, It is 2 loathsome and de-
grading sin. The next two verses are supposed to be the reply of
persons who had Leen reproved for thewr transgression in this pas-
ticular. By some it is understood that the words of verses nine and
ten contain ‘“the mocking reply of drunkards over their cups.”
They deride the prophet for speaking to them as if they were chil-
dren. Then in the next verse comes the prophet's reply, doubtless
teferring 1o the judgments that were about to come upon them for
their continued transgression and impenitence; ¢ for with stam-
mering lips and another tongue will He speak to this people.” They
had had their gracious opportunities. There were rest and refresh-
ment for the weary, **yet they would not hear.” How often does
it happen that pleading and remonstrance ate vain. The goodaess
and forbearance of Ged, designed to lead torepentance, are neglected
and despised. In strong and significant words Isaiah intimates that
as they had despised warning and rebuke, the time was coming
when they would reap as they had sown. ‘* They might go and fall
backward, and be broken, and spared and taken.”

PRACTICAL SUGGRSTIONS.

To depart from God is to sun into dsnger.  The people of Istael
became idolaters ; then they were puffed up with pride, and many
of them ended as drunkards.

Drunkenness is & ruinous sin. It destroys the hope of well-being
in both worlds, unless repented of and forsaken,

If we ate to escape the drunkard’s woe we must shun the sin that
inevitably brings it.

“ He that hardeneth his neck shall suddenly be destioyed, and
that without remedy.”



