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T HEl ast nunîber ai the Newv Zcaland Pr-esby-
terain, publislied iri Dunedin, contains an

autline report of the meeting hcld in that city ai
the Synod ai the Presbyterian Cburch ai Otago
and Southland. It is interesting, not oniy as giv-
:nf evidence ai the pros;perity ai the Church in that
iair off land, but ini showing, iram the questions that
camne up for consideration as well as irom thc modes
ai procedure, that there k <ni unmistakable iamily
likcncss in thc Iresbyterian Cliurclics throughiout the
îvorld. Thiis branch ai Uhec Church whiciî met in
Synod at Duniedin 19 îîat 'eyLvrge, but it is evi-
dently iii a lhealthy anîd vigoraus conditionî. It cm-
bracs five Presbytcries, îvhichi sent thirtv lour cîcri-
cal and fity.ciglit lay representativc,;. In this
representation w~e -;ec a slight ýmprovement over
what lias taa lonîg becn custamary amongt aur-
selves. Our Clitircli Courts ivould shiow a much
grcater disparity bctw.vcn lay and cîcrical represen-
tation. Thie propùrtaîi vas wveil kept up in ail the
Presbyterics rcpreented. One hînc twcnty-twva
miîîistcrs and twcnty eiders; a second, fourteen
ininisters and tlîirtectî eiders; a tird, ciglteen
ministers, fifteen eidlers. a iourtlh sent~ nine ai the
former and seven ai Uhc latter, whilc thie fiith liad
five ministers anîd tiîrce eiders, the Synad thus cam-
prîSing 122 members.

It secems ta bc the custom in thiat Synod for the
retiring Moderator ta riominate lus successor. At
ail events t.îe Rev. James Baird, aifXinton, deliver-
ing a brici' address, on vacatsng the Mloderator's
chair, nominatcd the Rev. George Hall, B.A., ai
Wailiala, ta succcecd him. The nomination wvas
hecartily receivcd, and MNr. H-al vas uîîanimously
clectcd. Lie iîad spent a nuimner ai ycars in mis-
sioîiary service iin Iîdia, and is decply interestcd in
Christian missionîs cverywlhere. At the autset ai
bis stirring and comnprehensive openî.îg address lie
said ."IThis proof ai youir confidence 1 value very
higbly, anîd regard it as a recognition ai the tlîirty
years of labour as a missionary ta the heathen,
which preccdcd my comning ta Otaga-not yet nine
years aga. And at once I wvould bcspeak your for-
bearance anîd hxelp, as thie grcatest portion ai my lieé
lias been spent among the heatlieil in lîîdia,
whcre sucïî meetings as the prescrit caînaot ye.t be
held. I am mare famniliar witb the institutes ai

.Mari, the great H-indu legisiatar, than îith Mon-
crieif's rules for the guidance ofiChurcli Courl.s." In
these circumstances it was natural and 2xp.edicsit
that lus addrcss shiould be occupied with a consid-
eratian ai Foreign MiEssions. It 'vas bis desire ta
sec ini aIl other cangregations the cultivation ai a
missianary spirit, not aniy for the direct good that
would thercby be accamplislîed, but as an important
means for thie advancement ai spiritual lfe. IThe
Moderatar's address is brimful ai clîeering and in-
spiring iacts rlating ta tlie progress ai the Gospel
in lîcathen lanîds. Relerence wvas made ta, the mis-
sionary revival that is spreading over aIl sections ai
the Evangelical <lîurch, and he dealt very effect-
tively with the recent cry that missions arc a fail-
tire. H-e vas able ta demonstrate from the plain
regions af facts and figuires that Christianity had
been advanced by missionary effort ta an extent that
qucrulous critics had neyer dreamed.

The questions that camec up for cansîderation
ivere much the saine as those that occupy aur own
Synads and Assembly, and thc modes in wvich they
uee discusscd anîd disposed aof ere such that if any
ai aur ministers bad dropped in upon their brethren
assembled at Dunedin, they wvauld have found themn-
selves perfectly at home, and wvould have been pre-
pared ta take an intelligent part in the variaus dis-
cussions. The report an the State ai Religion wvas
nat unlike, bath in structure and tone, wvlat is usu-
ally presented by aur owri Conveners. There wvere
several things mentioncd in the report that were cri-
cauraging and hapeful, but the indifference of the
young and the dropping away ai the working class
from tlîe services ai the Church, shaded the cri
couraging icatures otherwise discernible. The dis-
cussion tliat foihowed uas outspoken and fnec, and
thene vere sanie differences ai opinion as to the best
methads thiat aught ta bc adopted ta caunteract the
acknowledged evils. Tlîeir Home Mission field does
not appear ta be very lange, but much attention is
given ta the work ai church extension. Sa far as

£ appears on the surface, the finances ai this depart-
ment are in a healtby condition. The incarne re-
ported for the past year wvas about $5, 125, and the
expenditurew~asw~itbin that suiq. They have aSus-
tentation Fuîud vich last year yielded $1,035 ta
eacb settled pastar. The liberality ai the New Zea-
land Church surpasses the Canadiari in this respect.

Temperance, the Bible in Public Schools, and
Confessional Revision are questions that engage the
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interest of the brcthrcn in New Zealand. Respect-
ing the first-namcd subjcct the report says :

The Rcv. James Chisbolm, wbo bas actcd as Convener of
the Temperance Commttîec for scveral years, bas brougbt
the subject ai Temperance beforc the Synod in an able and
impressive manner. While sbowing that the cause is inaking
progrcss, he a!lows that there are indications here and there
of considerable slackness in the use of means. The minis-
fers and Sabhath schoal teachers are in carnest in commend-
ing tbe princtples and practice of temperance. There is ra-
son to balieve that aur young men are in thc main on the
side af tcmperancc, and cspecially aur chihtren. Mlay bis suc-
cessor in the Convenershi p of the committee bc as whole-
hearted in the advocacy of temperance, and vîctory will in , s.
course follow.

he Bill relating to Religious Education rjcctcd at
the last session of the Legisluture is ta bc re-intro-
duced. It pravides for daily reading ico the Bible or
Scriptural scections in the public Schlools at the op-
tion of the respective district sclool committccs, and
subject ta a conscience clause. This is the mind of
the Synod on tihe subjcct:

The committee rccommend the Synod ta instruct the
Presbyterses, in the avent ai this billflot being passed min
law by the prescrit Parliament, ta appoint deputies ta vîsît the
districts wîîhin the bounds before the next general lection,
and in co-aperation with the various denominations seek tn
excte such intercs; in the subject as may lead the people ta
press upon the attenton of candidates for election ta Parlia-
ment the praprieîy ai suppnrting a bill ta secure the daily
reading ai the Bible in the scbools.
In the mnatter ai Revision the discussion was cvi-
dcntly one in w~hicli a keen intercst wvas taken.
Tiiere wvas a proposaI ta adopt the Declaratory Act
af the Scottish United Irsbyterian Churcli, but an
amendmnent ta lay the motion on the table tili it is
seen what other branches ai the lrsbytcrian Church
might do in the premises, wvas finally carried.

Therc lias been a substantial increase in the mcm-
bcrship -id contributions ai the Prcsbytcriara Churchi
ai Otaga and Southland during the ycar. There is
in increase in the nuim!cr af members af aver 6oo,
making a total ai 1 1,7>4, and the year's incarne is
about $9147,267. It is evidcnt that this branch i the
Churchi in that highly-iavourcd land is exercising, as
it oughit, a powcriul influence for good.

1Booiis anb <Iaoa3tnies.
HARPER'S YOUNG PEOPLE. (Newv York:fa

per & Brothers.)-Thîs excellent magazine supplies
its patrons weekly with entertaining, instructive and
varied reading matter, finely and pilentifully illus-
tratcd.

OUR LITTLE ONES AND TFIE NURSERV.
(Boston : The Russell Publishing Co.> - This
bright monthly, sa neat ini iorm and artistically
tasteful, continues ta bc as great a favourite witlm
the littie folks as ever.

LIT-rELL'S; LIVING AGE. <Boston : Littell &
Ca.> This valuable weekly, which -ives the latest
and ireshest contributions ta current literature, re-
cently entcred an the sixty-ninth volume ai the fiith
series. It is a library in itseli.

IN a recent issue ai D. Lothrop Company's cir-
cular ai new. publications, among many attractive
volumes there is the annauncement ai one that will
be specially interesting ta ail Canadian readers. It
is 1,Stories uf New France," by Miss A. M. MlaJîdr
and Thomas G. Marquis. id It is," says the circular,
"éa capital introduction ta Canadian history."

ST. NICHOLAS. (Newv York: The Century Ca.)
-The apening paper in the February number ai
this high class monthly ior young readers tells in
narrative and pictorial '-irm the stary af the great
starm in wvhich wvar ves.,.s and gallant men perishcd
off Apia in Saine The contents are varied and
instructive and the illustrations good.

TH1E TREASURY FOR PASTOR ANI) PEOPLE.
(Newv York. E. B3. Treat.)-Thi!s monthly con-
tinues ta ,,,ipply clergymen and others with bath
timely and indispensable information on a great
variety of subjects. The illustrations in the Feb-
ruary number are the view ai Holy Trinity Episcapal
Church, New York City, and the portrait ai Rev. E.
Walpole Warren, its rectar, far whom as an immig-
rant the church wvas taxed $i,oao under the labour
contract law. In addition ta the usual number ai
sermons and articles, there is the second ai the series
af articles on Living Issues by College Presidents
on déHow can Jesuitism be Successiully Met >' by
Principal MacVicar of the Presbyterian College,
Montreal, an article which should secure the earnest
attention ai every citizen.

SCRIBNER'S MAGAZINF. (New York: Charles
Scribner's Sons.)-A paper ai unusual interest,
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LUill Among the Con go Sava .gos," bv -erbert
Ward, opens the February nuînber of Seribner's.
The first ai two paperl; on "John E ricqon tlhe En-
(Ygincer," by WVilliam Canant Clîurch, with ntîmerous
illustraitions is presented tatlîe reaider. (ither papers
sure ta attract attention are, II A Day ini Literary
Miadrid," by Williain IIenrv Bihop ;Il 'hrouigh
Threc Civil izat in-," by W. Il. Mhnkand I Ar
ArchSological Dil;cavcry in Idalio." Ilarold Fred-
cric and Octave Thanet continue thecir respective
serials. Among the contributors ta the number
appears the name ai Archibald Lampi-nan, the Can-
adian poet.

)AZNtEROUS CIIARAÇERS. By Ella Rodman
Church. d'hiladelphia . Presbyteriati Board ai
Publication ; Torontoa N. T. Wikso.)-A new
Elmiridge book nccds ni urthecr inîtroduction than
the simple annouincenient that it îrocccds an the
samne lne îvith those which hav'e 1rcceded it. It is
ziot a scientific work or. natural Iiistory - it professes
ta bc only a series ai pleasant conversations re-
garding animaIs, in whiclî are given iii a bright,
familiar va), many intcresting iacts about the na-
ture and the habits ui tho:c .mimals. The present
volume treats ai such animais as %volves, bear.4, pani-
the1rs, lions, tigcrs, lcopards and others. Young
people should carl>' be tauglit ta sec the %visdom ai
God, as it is nianiiestcd ini his %ionderitîl vrks, in-
stcad ai being ailowcd ta hecar. first oi aIl. the atiî&
istical teaching that science tinds nîo place for God
ini Ilis works. The book is fulfy illtistratcd.

I-ARJ'ER'S A /I. (New York Harper
& ]rothie-s.-Thie Fcbruairy number aif faqer's
opens with a somnewhat claborate but clcarly-written
paper on the Il Standing Army ai Great Býritain,"
b>' anc wvho is i, a pisition ta spcak witiî authority
an the subject-Gcncral \V.iseley. Il Benvenuto
Cellini," by Eliz.abethî Wormecley Latimer is very
intercsting and is rendercd stil more sa by the en-
graved specimens ai the rare artist's work with wvhiclh
it is illustratcd. Il jamaica, Old and Ncw," Il The
Lake Dwellcrs," "'The New Yark Banks," "Niglîts
and Days tith De Ouincey," Il Talks itli Edison,"
Il A Majestic Literary 1Fossil," by Mark Twain, and
a ntimbcr of othcr papers, together with the sorial
and short stories, and pocmns make up a dccidcdly
e.,cellent number.

TiiE CENTURV. ,\"-%v York : The Century
Co.-The issue for the present month is the mid-
winter number, but, ike the winter in these parts,
there is ver-, little snov and ice in it. The frontis-
piece is a pL4 trait ai Ralph Xaldo Emerson as he
appeared an the lecture platiorm it is apropos ai a
paper an IlEmerson's Talks with a College Boy,"
by Charles J. Woodbury. The firet ai a series ai
înteresting descriptive papers by John La Farge,
"An Artist's Letters irom japan," is begun. jos-
eph Jeiferson's pleasingly-wri tten autabiographical
sketches are continued. " The Realm ai the Congo,"
affords subjects for twva papers by writers who are
campetent ta tell vbat they have scen in equatarial
Airica. The massive "lLue ai Abrallarn Lincoln" is
concluded in this number. In permanent iorm
this îvill doubtless occupy a place amang the
leading historical works ai the century. Professar
Fisher cantributes the third paper an I The Nature
and Methods ai Revelatian." The ather contents
ai the number, including the serials by A:nelia E.
Barr and Frank R. Stockton are sure ta bc read
with pleasure and profit.

THiE MISSIONARY REVIEW 0F THE XVORLD.
(New York: Funk and \Vagnalls ; Toronito. XWil-
liam Briggs.)-The leading paper af the number is
by Rev. James Johinston, ai London, on IlProtes-
'ant Missions a Hundrcd X'ears Aga and Now."
Dr. Piersan's first hetter from Scotland is given, and
will bc read with intense interest. There is a very
remarkable paper on IlThe Charities ai GcrmanyII
by Dr. A. H. Bradford, wvhich is instructive reading.
Dr. Steele, ai New Southi Wales, lias a ringing
article on IlThe Jubilee ai the New 1-ebrides Mis-
sion." J. Hudson Taylor rings out a clarion appeal
IlTa every Creature." Secretary Elinwood sketches
with skilful hand Ilie Oredulity ai Scepticism."
Then follows a graphic picture of Pioncer Mission-
ary Lufe in Alaska, which will thrill the reader.
Dr. Starbuck gives another chapter ai translations
iram the foreign missianary magazines. The litera-
turc section closes with an account ai the student
uprising and work. AIl the other seven depart-
ments are replete with iacts, iniiigence, carrespon-
dence, reports, International papers, Manthly Con-
cert Matter, preparcd by Dr. Ellinwood, and Edi-
tonial Notes on many live topics. On the whohe,
we doubt il a better number ai this comprehensive
and progressive Review bas been published.


