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NOTES To CORRESIPOANiS.

A N eastern correspondent complains grlevously of
thc doings on a local skating rink awned and

controlled it seems by a membcr of the Presbyterian
Church, and especially of a masquerade lately held on
It. We cannot publish thecletter. lithings arenashe
says, why nlot bring the inatter before the session in a
regular way? Or better qsli, why nlot in the first
place try personal and fiîndly rcmonstrance with
those who it seemi rie going sa faîr wrong? W'e
quite believe that the doings on many skating rinks
tire far (rom what they otîglit ta be, and thât
young girls are olten led te utter rula tram the
acq*utintanccs formed nt such places. But whnt gaod
could be accompllshed by our slngling out a particu-
lar place, andc giving currency ta local scandai about
either the owner or frcquenters of the rink there ?
The fiddling, the dancing and the Ildisarray," mnay ail
have been as the writer of the letter describes, and
the man who promoted and presideui oves tht whoie
may be justly amenable ta church discipline and gen-
eral reprabation. But has aur correspondent taken
the first step) as a rellow church member ta bring the
offending brother ta a proper sense of bis conduct ?
If not, why ask us ta give currcncy ta mere local gos.
slp which might invoive us ln a libel suit before we
knew what we werc about, and do oniy harsuand na
passible good ail round?

"IA mEbitiERt "asks; ifone wba belonged ta a congre-
gation twenty4ive years ago, but Who has during ail
the intervat been a member and ofice-bearer ia an-
other cangregatian ia another land, is liagible for re.
election te office on is return ta is aId place with-
eut having been disjoined tramn bis present cannectien
and re.admitted ta fellawship in the church hie Ici t a
quarter af a century ago. WVe shouid say nat. la
the.case supposed be bas no connectian wîth the
Canadian Church tili hie prescrit his certificate.

TiiE letter ot Rev. MIr. Chiniquy, which we have se-
ceived, refers ta matters ai which we bave neyer se
much as heard, and whîch is' any case are of such a per.
sonal and private character that their discussion ia aur
calurans cauld do ne possible gond, and might do a
very great amouat ai p:tblic injury as well as personal.
wrong. Wc must canscquently deciîpe ta publish tht
document in question.

un reply te several inquirers we have merely te say
ihat thte Presbyterian Chur-b ia Canada bas never
formally decided that dealers in, or manufacturers of,
Intaxicating liquots shall be excludtd from the fellow-
ship of the Churcb. Indeed we are nlot aware that
tht question was ever brought beforc tht Geacrnl
Asseaibly since the last union, and never prcviauslyq
except on ane occasion, beftre the supreme Court of
any af tht separate Churches which now form tht
united bedy. On that occasion tht ovesture in favour
of such exclusion was voted down by a considerable
majority. __________

THUE STA TE 0F TUIE MISSION FJN.DS.

T HE close of the financial year is net far off, and
still a very large amount of money is needed te

meet th necess" ty outlay conaected with the differ-
ent Church schemes. It ie quite true that a large
number af cangregations do net distribute their mis-
sionary funds tilt almost the la3t moment. Still evcn
White reckoning opon these, there is saine ground for
anxiety, though not for anyting like alarin. L t îîiU
have been noticed that the grants from ail tht
Chtîrches in Scotland have been withdrawri, and pet-
haps in tht long rua this is tht best thing which
could bave happenied, as framn the very tact of being
entirely cast upan its awn resources the Canadian
Church may, and we hope will, b. only stimulated te

greates exertian and te the manifestation af a larges
and more widely diffissed liberality. We bad Illiglit
that with sucli t alImmiense mission field as that which
le opening eut in tht North-WVest, and with the pros.
pect af thousands upen thousands coming inta those
acw territoties (rani the old land, tht cotiperatian ai
the Prtesbytesian Ciaurches lài Britala mlght very
sureiy have been reckoned on, and that net as a mat-
ter of faveur besîawed upen tht Church In Canada,
but as a matter ai priviiege te be enjoyed by those ln
thte (athîiland. In this there is iikely ta bie disap.
pointinent, but we atc sure that It Is a mutual ont, and
that white we cannaI reckon upon thels active coôpcr-
ation and pecuniary assistance, we shahi stili enjoy
theis hecartiest sympaîhy, and receive tht benefit of
their mast carnest prnycri. Tht work ta lie dont, I,
ne doulit, ver>' great. Sôme may b. rcady te thihk
that It la more than tht Presbyterians of Ca-nta*~catn
successfully grapple with. Let no ont cither think or
say se. Thiere Is cansecratcd abllity, and we hope
cansecrated wenith, suflkcient and more than sufficicnt
te meet the emtergency. Neither individual Chris-
tians nar churches know what they cani do tili tbey
arc put te II, and as tht strain becomes eves severer
upon aur resources wc shall hope that tht power will
grow correspondlngly, nnd that it wiii always b. scta
with greater distinctno-ss that Iltht peupla2 bave a
mind tatht work.0 It would be hintaoeinasymenas.
ure distressing If the confession bad at last te bc
mnade itat thete(ars about tht work being tee great
fur thse ztal and llberaiity of Canadian I>resbytetlaas
wert onî>' tee weli founded; If it shouid b. bound
that Instcad of goîng up ta take possession af the
fields se lnvitlngiy open, we cauld with difi'culty
niaint.iin the ground niready accupicd, and bac! te
constder the question ai retrenchnient rather than
that of extension. It Is vcry evident that ia eŽvcry
point af vicw it is bath band palicy and bad religion ta
inaintaîn aur mission, . any Church acheme whctbes
at home or abroad, an botrawcd xneaey. Such a
course, if pcraistcd in, can cal>' have one result,1 and
tiaI net tatIlpîcaisant teconteînplatte. Neithcr isit
becoming or sait ta trust te spasmodic efforts toward
tht close af tht financial year In arder te makce up
atn) thrcatened dcflclency. Extraordinary efforts
which beceme ordinasy soon cease te destrve tht
namne ai efforts nt ai. There must be at ontc an Ia-
crease in tht scale of giving and a widening et tht
area trant whlch it Is drawn. When sucb a minister
a! Dr. jenkins can say of such a congregation as that
of ç . Paul'a Montrent, that net one-hal( ai tht mem-
bershîp gives anything whatcver ta tht missionar>'
schemcs ai tht Churcb, we ina> ver>' naturally con-
clude that coasparatvel>' few miaisters can tell a more
encauraging story, and very iew cangregations pre.
sent a mare satisfactory exhibit. And sur.ely this ks
notas it aught te bc. It may be aiver>'weli forthose
whe say that tht>' care for no~ Iet those tbings-
that they neither recognize their obligation ia do
anything for the extension ai Chrise.s cause, nos ledl
that such work is ani any stase or te an'y degre a
prîvîlege-te do nethîngin the premises. l3utwiththose
who have quite another way ai speaking, and Who, by
tht position the>' assume and tht protessios. tht>'
make, give ait te understand that they are the swomn
servai.is oi Jestis Christ, and regard the ad6anceffent
of His cause ia tht wonld as, ail important, and their
dut>' in tht matttr as at once canfessed and pressing,
it is ahtogether dîflerent. For themt ta do nothing is
realiy ta compromiîs thetè awn honesty, whilt ta do
nothing corresponding te the allekid importance et
the enterprise is ta reflect upon tht souindness ai thetr
awn judgmeats, or te bring into question tht so-calied
layaIt>' af their individual lîves. Tht three suIes
adoptcd at tht well.known missionary meeting of tht
negro church ia tht West Iadies, if acted open uni-
versali>' la tht I1 're3bytcrian 'Church la Canada, would
fill tht mission coffers te averflowing anid.give thtc
wholè work àanew aspect, and a tresh stan, viL.; (i)
that ail should give samething , -(2) ail should give ac-
cording te thcir abihity ; (3) ail. shoduld giveý cheerful>'.
WVe know ai nothing more unwarthy 6f a profisd
iollower et Chriît, and -nrothing mre~ disceuraging te
those who are anxious ta do the Lorad's wo-rk than tht
way ins wbich missionar>' coliectors are sometimes e-
ceived wbea making .heir montbily or quarter>' catis.
If tht>' were comning sin:ply as beggars iht>' coiild net
get a mare cavalier reception. It seerns .tec b. thýought
that it la sonme p-rsonal abject whiéh these callectars,
have in view, and that it is almoat a faveur if they are
treated with even icant civility, and 'tili more "if a

lik . .1. .m

paltsy suin Io given them, though wiîh An evident
grttdge. We bave knewn cases of those who wese, in
their ewn estimation, pillant la the bouse ot God, tell.
Ing the misslornr> collectera tisât white 1h.>' were
alwnys bap ty ta sec tlîemi as visitirs, tht>' must nevtr
camte again an such an errand. WViu.î klue of wotk

great advance, io give for sucis a purpos., perhapt bait
as inucis as wjuId b. spent on a mnante -plece orna-
ment, or vrýy possibi>' thse flftleth er whit weuld wil.
linghy bc luîvested In a dlimond ring? Such procctd.
iîsgs turn the wh.>le thing into a Jest, as gtlm as lit s
grievous, as lalutieus te %bc InùilvIdul sotl as Il is
d;slonouring te Ilim for wbosc glas>' it le ail protcs.
sedi>' arringed and bestowed. There ougisi at the
leasi te Wi ive as six addItlonal niisslenadie seoit thîs
ycar ta tht North-West alune. Double thatnumber
would bic more lîke the need and the ýoppor4ites.
What will the well.to-do n'embers of our Church say
te their conscience.,, and thelr GoJ, If evea t1ismal.
est Inctease b. impossible tram the lack of tunds t
And what about aur Foreign Mission wotk? Are the
hearts et aur usîssionasies la heathea lands te ha dis.
couraged b>' tise Incubus of delit net bcing ttmoved 1
la Dr. Mackay te have tht painful conviction that
people are quite wiiiing te bc Intenscl>' inteeted and
entbuslastic, but net that theirpractlcaîlibezalltysheuld
lcecp pace with their cheeà? WVbat et our French
Evangelizatian work? P Vat af eus coileges ? Suci
questions will bave ta b. askcd, and answered aisa.
Let there b. such an answer as ta shew tisat tise Pres-
byteriahs Churchis laCanada is net unwarthy di the
bonaur in *d net unequal ta tht wotk tisýat se 1 cvi.
dentl>' put ta ber hand.r

11OMtE ilfissioN NvOTES.

PRINCK ART§iUItS LANDINO.
Tht congregations of Pvrince Arturs Landing and

17rt William have askcd tise Rev. lames Hlesad ta
rem .ain with thetn for -other six moatis aliter the
tapir' et is prescrit appointztrit.

Thse Rcv. Mr. Pitblado, et Haisfair, has seat Sioo te
the Home MI ,ssion Fund. la ether words, (with the
$50 already sent) he bas returnéd the entire amount
ai $îia vetedfhm bytht Home Miis .*sion, Fund te de.
ira' lis expen ses whtrs ta tise NorthrVesî Territory.

31EETING OF COIMIITTEE.

Tht regular halt-yearly meeting ai tht Home Mis.
sion Committee willI b. held -in tise deaconis' court
r«ofa Knox Church, Taronte, on Tutsday, tise 29th
day of Match, At two, p.n. Claims'for the tuient
hait year sheuldb.. forwarded et least one -weekbc-
fore tht date- ai meeting. Tht Convener tarncstiy
requests that ail contributions tu the turîd; Irmm con-
gregatians or individuals bie forwarded ta Dr. Reid liy
Mioaday, the the 28th Match, se that the. Comimitte
inay'b.enabled tameet ailtheir obligations. At tht
meeting la -October the. following restitution was
adopted :

ilThse Gencral Ausmbl>', having enjalned thse llomnMis.
Sion Consmittet te equalize thse revenue assd expenditure of
thie fond cacis year, the Conumitice, alle carctul coasidera.
tien of tise claims af tht worlc tlnid that $35.000 la thse
lowveilt UN wlth wlsich the work can bic effilentl>' cared on
for tIhe current year. Tbey bave msade grants and a.sumed

rspaniblities te iis extent, in the confident hope thst the
reqUired amount will bce abtained, ind.ihe>' earnestly appea1
te tht Prcibyteries and semsions aubhe Chsurcb ta use alfiia
gence te se=c-libèral contributions, ta enable' thse Cens.
usittet e mne! their liahilitles ansd end ýtie yemr fre itom
delit.11

I3IRTLE, NO'RTU-WW. TERRITORY.
Fremf a loer received tram M. Hodncit,; one of

aur North-%Vcit missionarieswaei olvn
briefej5rictssw ae htoown

"b!>' fild'is tram, 200 to 250 miles West et, W inni-
*peg. I hàiît à circu it oe at' 30 miles Ï csun
tereace, tram Sheli River, tbirty-flve mniles nnts
of Fort Ellice, ta Shoal Like, ýth-iýtîwo. nifles
east of Fcirt Eice, atidtr&u Solomoft's lu4ians
or Reservi, tgiste ttiles Ïouth, Bt -id tu
tise 'Ridiag Mountain, tfort> miles north.east of
lIlt. 'I .have ten' stations,,aa 'à.several.hes .

Iarm almast a fraid te visii, lesité tise>' it.'thîn!
it hard we canne! supply theaL It ta saine-
wbat di filcult ta keep engagementis fier. l*a thte W*inter.
W'e have te go eut tully piepartd for eniergecàes-
axe, 'matches, atnd ail appiances necessaxy .for'a night
an tise Prairies, sometimesi twenty as thirtymiles
withaut a bouse, and net meetibg à solltuyý.uoul;
sometlm mleà,ng tht faintl) markcd trail thé


