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SCH00L MEETINGS.

Tho annusl schoal mocting has Leen held and
many teachers breathe again.  Tho mectings this
year did not differ presumably from thosc of other
years, save perhaps in the particular of guietness,
but thero Is danger of them becoming too quict,
degenerating foto indifferencoe  There arv usually
o very few persons in o district who do all the

hool business, the other ratepagers either remain.
ing passive and contented, or giving vent to their
discontent in grumbling It is & common. remark
that* those who never attend the school mect-
ings find the most fault.™ The ratepayers should
take care that'the bist menin tho district should
be trustees, and these racn should have ccough
public spirit to carefully givo their time-and ser
vieea  The dutics of trustees are well deflaed, yet
how often arc thoy assumed by the school meeting

1t is not uncommon for the meeting to tako it
upon itsell to vote whether the school shall be
kept open sis months or vae yenr.  This motion
should never be put as it is clearly out of order—
its decision resting entirely with the trustces. It
i< tho privilege of tho ratepayers to vote whatgver
sum of mouey they wish, and if the trustees do not
deem the amount sufficient for the needs of the
school the } w provides a remedy.  Again, in see
lecting a site for a school house, how often do the
ratepayers arogate to themsslies the right of sclec.
tion, jgooring the trustces and thewr funciions
Some mectings havegone to the length of instruct-
ing their Board of Trustees as to what pasticular
teacher they shall eogrge and what the salary
shall be.

It is quitc right for the trustees in all cases, whicn
possible, to take the matepayers wto Sherr confi-
dence informally, but it is decidedly unt

timo specified by law, the notices of such meeting
have to be given Ly tho Iuspector.  If the miets
fng bo n speciat ono for the purpose of voting
money, it may be held upon requisition of the
majority of tho ratepayers of the district, or the
Chicf Superintendent, or the Board of Education
may grant the Inspector authority to call such
mreting,

The sccretary of tho Board of 8chool Trustees is
by law tho sccretary of the school mecting.  His
acconnts should bo in the hands of the auditor at
least one week beforu tho annual inceting. Trustees
can uot resign at will.  There is a reguler way by
which to do so, and the weeting should vot tako it
upon itself to accept the resignation of any trustoc,

The ratepayers should provide at the annual
mectivg for sweeping and cleaning tho school
building as it forms no part of the duty of cither
teacher or pupils to do this work,

These remarke upon the dutics and powers of
school mectings might be cxtended to a much
greater leugth, and we may again return to the
subjeet

2OMPULSORY EDUCATION.

Tho absence of compulsory clauso in our system
of Free School education is oac of its greatest de-
fects. It is not sufficient-tg-make the compulsory
clause permissive ag has been done in this Province
but bindiog as in Massachusctta and many other
countrics where: free commen school cducation s
provided  The recent Act passed by our Legis-
lature permitting Boards of Trustees the option of
cnforced attendance at the schools or vot has not
been taken adrantage of in any instance in New
Brunswick. This has not been owing to a belict
on the part of the geverning bodies that enforced
attendance is not desirable, but, as in the care of
the city of St. John, the Trustees hesitate to adopt
the clause in the Act on account of the increased
burdens which it would hinpose un the taxpayers,
It istruc that in cities and incurpuntal towax,
where the schiools arc nominally full, moro school
machinery would have to b provided, but in the
country districts it is far otherwise. There, with
the present provisions, fully as many nore child-
ren could Le accommedated, and the child-
ren to fill them up arc aot wantiog of they would
attend achool. In the city of St. John prolably

like to bring these matters up in the rugular mect
ingsof thedistrict  Much misapprehicusion cxsts as
o the number of ratepayers necessary to carry on the
agoual meetings or any others, There must bie &

onc third of the children of schoulable age dv not
attend achool at all, and what s tv Ue said of thuse
who do attend? A glance at the retums will show
that under the most favurable circumstances, the

chaiman and sccretary as well as a mover and gatteodance is svery imegular.  The namber of
seconder for every resolution, Thesceretary isnot | pupils in nttendance at the schools of the Prov-
dcbarred from either moving or scconding a reso. ince during the year 1885 was 72,065 The aver-

lation. So as a matter of fact three persons cn
sonduct a mecting; thougha much fuller attend:
ance s always desirable.

The auditors report should slways be approved
by the meeting, and if it is not satisfactory it nced
not be aceepted.

Trastces should Lo earcful to. avte thay cvery
asscssment ahonld- bo leviod.during the year in
which it is idposed, othierwisc it is illegal and can-
not bo collected. ’

Any school meeting can not be held at the call
of the trustees.  They cao call a meeting to pro-
vide for an vccasionsl vacancy in the Board. If
the district fails to hold the anoual meeting at the
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age attendauce was 3385 per cent , of rather more

than one-half of the pupils enrolled.  This is not
“as it should be and taken altogether is very un-

satisfactory, cspecially whew it i3 considered that
“ample school accommodation is provided for ail
. whodo attcad and many more who simply oeglect
,to do so. This Is very distasteful to taxpayers, and
. the demand for enforeed attendance is becoming
. louder and Touder and must s00n reccive more &t-
j tention at the hands of our legisiators. If the state
; ias the right to provide froe cducation it certainly

has the right to scc that the people partako of it:i

‘ad)jmqges A permissive compulsory clause is not
sufficicat.

EDUCATIONAL.

Tho following extracts, tha first from a *‘Pro.
{cssfonal Aan” fn the Truro Sun, the othicr from the
§t. John Dally Zelograph, are worthy of carclu
perusal by thuso faterested fn our educational de
velopment:

“Why do 80 many of nur young peoplo devato
tbemselves to tho school teaching professlont’ Isthe
question which now arises from a commmon seose
view of the public mind on this matter all over tho
Provinco (Nova 3cotla).  To all those who'wish to
advavce themsclves !a koowledge we would say:
‘by all means get cuucated,” but at tho same time
wo would ko to showr them their great mistake in
becoming school teachors when they might other
wise be more lucratively employed.

In this province especialls, fur the last two years,
tho young pcople have taken a great notion of
school teaching, Insomuch that tho profession is
cow getting overcrowded, and many teachers will
be compelled to step off from tho prufession ot try
tho pursuit of it in some other country.

According to a3t year's educational report, when
tho total nuniber of schoals in tho province durlng
the summer term w:as 5,065, and the total number
of teachers (including assistants) was 2,127, also
with about 500 tescher's licenses issued annually, al-
though therois a oconsiderable number leaving the
profession every year, the increase is cvidently far
too rapid: avd it Is now evident that Lefore lnng
this tide of influx must ebb and people will sct thelr
minds on some other work.

It is a great mistake for a soung maa to thiok,
when he seea so mavy follow in educational pursuit,
that bo should follgw. fhelr exsmple.

A great mang gcoglc aleo thlak that school teach.
iog fs an casy and a lucrative billet, In this opinioa
they are sadly mistaken. We would advire our
young ‘Ecople not to contemplate the idea of cdu-
cating themsclves for the profession 1n order to have
&t casy bifict In dfc, fur there §s nu class of hander
working men in the world_than students Andas
far as teaching {s coacerned, bestdes belng very hard
work, it is objectionahic from the fact that ‘thereis
nothiogin it.'

In coasequence of the excoading low aalaries
given toteachers fn these Maritime Provinces, it 3
a fact that when young men find themselves schou,
teachers, thoy are compellod to step onlo some
othier profession In order to mako a liviog

If half of our young men who aimat school
teaching or avy other %mfaslon. would adopt
farming, or some other branch of industry, the
would sliow more intelligence in choosing thetr life
occupation. Of all occupations and professions,
ander tho sun. there s none better or more honor.
alle than farmiog.”

“Our public school system isono of which we
boast. It has dopo and is doing a vast work ln
training our youth. ermdicating ignomnce and dis
seminating koowlodge  But on the othier hand it ls
as surely aliensting the tastes of yoing men from
the egricultumi pursuits which it is desimablo thay
most of them should follow. Wo have reaclied a
stato of things in which the young men of tho runal
districts wiit not stay on the farms their fathers
tlled. Say what we msy the .education of the day
breuds dh’likelgr manual labor. The farms go
wanting thelr needed culturo while tho farmers
‘sons crowd the ranks of clerkships, the overcrowd-
od profcssions, or the cqually thronged avenucs of
business callinga, or scck for petty goverament
offices, or leave the country. Where will the ead
.bot The important industry of the country is ugn-
culture, the ono forwhich the State does least, the
onc which tho State burdens to flud the morncey for
tho ever increasing services which the State assumes.
No one conversant with farmlifc now anda quarter
of -a century ago, but will sce that ssa‘result of
changes brought about by the Rato (foderal and
. }mv ncial), farm property has- been depreciated at

cast tweaty per cent., and stripped of the workers
10 whom {armivg must look for continuaace.

John Esiceton, the well-known laventor, whoat
now cighty-threo years of oge, s still hafe and
.hearty, and wosks ay steadily, and.ss many. Liours

per day, as ho did twenty years ago.
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