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clitpate than Western Canada, for -%e do flot huave
anr -more sleighing in March liere than they do
ini Massachusetts, judèig by the above quota -
ticpi. Our Yankee neighibonrs --are hard to per-
suffide tbiat Cauaea is a.4 good a country as New
Englaxnd Thiey generalIy look tipon it as a very
cheerless region, a -%vilderiîess of ice and snow far
inferior to the Eastern States. But we presume
that oiir Province of Quebc!c is, on the average,
quite eqiue4t te MTainu, whvlile Ontario in its
casterly Îeotion is ithe.coiinter).rt of New E.,,-
1ýnù«d in geperal, çénd ini ifs westerly section very
like leew Yçrk.

-April inay be saO, in tliis cliinate, to be the
firat mout1h of spring. It bringsiui fairly out of
wiinter; un]ockAà ?ffè grouind so that the plougi
can gain adifijttanýoe ; waàkeý ail nature fromi
slumbe*- and 'càilsîinan to the tug of active out-
clàor tÏrmwok. ýio indeed beis the busiest
seaison of thoe year, and it usu ly cornes with
surprising suddenness, insoniucli tl3at we can
hardly credit the fact that a transition of sucli
magnitude lis actually takei place. Wiluter
hiolds iisputed sway in~arh sometinmes al
through tlie il oiith; (tt other t.hnes tile sceptre
of the ice-king is broken, alid Lis abdicationî
rendered inuninenit, before the menti is mure
than hiall throughi. But whatever may ho the
clîaractêr of Mardi, spring is uslicred in hy
April. ' It scarcely ansivers to the descpio of
the month current in Great Brtiwhere
"Mareh winds" and "April slidiers'- are re-
puied te «"1bring forth Mftyý flowers. " Vie have
ofteu more of 0the stormly Mardi tian the
showery April diurlg tlis mionth. Indeedl it is
very variable~ iu its ciaracteristics, beig some-
times dry, sometimes viot, and often exceedingly
pleasanit and seasonable. -One feature, however,
it always lias, it is fur miilder than Marck. The
v~ cather moderatos but gradually from January
to Marci, but in April it makes a sort of jump
toward temperatenens sud geniality. One would
scarcely tlxink- thec advance toward summer s0
rapid os it rea]ly is in April, were it net for the
testiniy of tie therniometer, for we have now
sud then chilly days which makes us ask, when
will the winter ho over 1 But ths is our impa-
tience, as iveUl as th'le natural effeot of the fine,
pleasant daya we uccasionitlly have, anda which
are so d1elightful that we natuirally wish to have
more of -thern. It will be interesting te compare
the me.au texuperature of April, given below,
with tic table for Mardli, and te, note the great
progresýî:ndieated for tuie present xnonVh.

MEAN TEMPERÂTL'RES FOR ÂPIL.

Stratford........................... 45.~55
.... ........................... 4e.04

.......... ........................ 43'.09
Teroutp ............................ 4e3.0
Belleyill.........................
Alontréal ...... ...-- _ý........= 410 .,qÔ

... c...................4------
'St. John, N. B ..................... 300.10
fltalifax ...... ... ................ .0

34 wg3elcomel by eVeiybody ivith expires-
siens of gIad.-aees. Wc have indeed no " May-
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daly" festivities suci as are commnon in sorgo
coinutries. Our variable climate hardly admits
of it. Vie have knowui the firat of May, in someo
rar~e instances, to ho very wiu.try. Within &,
week or so of that date, wu have aomotimes ia
a snow-storni which lot the grornié Nith a whbite
'wintry covering of froni two to six luches ina
deptli. Nor do we ever have Suci a profusion,
ef hIlooiiiing fioworà as wonld render .the lurst ol
May an appropriate time for a floral festival,'
At this date, anytiing ivintry can onlJy ho spax.
niodie and epliemerail, aund, lot appearances kbe
what »tlîey muay, " we know that sunnuor à,:

T]îe mean. tuinperatures do not rise so Lunt thù'
xnontli as last.

M\EfN 'TEMPE1tAiTUrVES FOU I'IY.

................... .. ....... 47.73
'Hanilton ........................... 50'.87
Barrie ............ _...... ....... 4A80.22
Toronto ................ a.........48P.3o)
Bll]eville..... . ..... ............. 5O.42
MJonftreal .... ........ ........ 5 0 .( 5
Qxîebec ..... ...................... Q0
8t. John, NJ. B....... ......... 4060.710
'Talfax............................. 47Q.(0

It is noticeable tliat, at points wlîere tho coldj
of winter is veryf severe, t'ho mean temperturej
is nowv quite as higli as at places consideredto
have a mucli milder cliia0te. Thus a Quebe
May is precisely like a Toronto May, ihlle~
Montreal is wlthin thren-fifths of a degree of the
Hamilton average the present month. In Jue,
it la rathep wmrp ln Quebec aud e, onti ealtan
it is ln Toronto and Hamilton.

The rapidity witi which vegetatioi, adancex,
when once growth lias commenced, is olle of the
peculiarities and charins of our Canadian olimatê
No sooner is the frost out of the ground than
the grss -begins te sing, "ere I ç0me creepflng
creeping everywhere?" Very little sunhix
inakes the pulses of the eugar-maple bound ii
life, zo that the sap streams out wherever anin
cision is mlade lu the bark. Atter a veici
wariu days the children exclainx,

See the tender c#tkins cuver
AUl the slender wiilo)wg over."

In fine, the change frontu win.ter to sprngn î
almost magical. It is as if the sceve ha4 beM
touched by some fairxy's wand, and Wela,
tra&sfornied from, dreariness and deAti to M~
and beauty.j

June is iudeed a chaprmping nionti intbis ej
mate. it is a deUlib4ul compoxrnd of apli
aidè sum»ier. The uxneomfortable %vintry éi{
pess is gene, aPi4 the raporçýng July 'ueatLk.
'pot. yet comeý Brightanin g1oniee
-jjnture; innupnerable llowers displpytheirlov4u'
nxes; the fields are decked iu f;ie5j ft~K nk
green ; tic forests arc bwrsting into Jeafi ie
th~e air is vocal with thc clirp ofinett
song of birds, and thc gentie mîreuc eotcf~ op.
and tic breeze. Activity and beautyiarc tokO
secui on every haud.
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