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THE ONTARIO FARMER.
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climate than Western Canada, for we do not huve
any more sleighing ia March here than they do
in Massachusetts, judging by the above quota-
tic. Our Yankee neighbours are hard to per-
suhde that Canada is as good a country as New
England  They generally loak upon it as a very
cheerless region, a wilderness of ice and snow far
inferior to the Eastern States. Butwe presumse
that onur Province of Quebde is, on the average,
quite equal to Maine, while Ontario in its
easterly section is the counterp.ct of New Eng-
land in geﬁerzgl, and in its westerly section very
like New York.

April may be said, in this climate, to be the
first month of spring. It brings us fairly out of
winter ; unlocks i1ié ground so that the plough
can gain admijjtanice; wakes all nature from
slumber ; and calls man to the tug of active out-
door farm work.” “Now indeed begins the busiest
season of the year, and it usually comes with
surprising suddenness, insomuch that we can
hardly credit the fact thet a transition of such
magpitude has actually taken place. Winter
holds nndisputed sway in March, sometimes all
through the month ; at other times the sceptre
of the ice-king is broken, and bis abdication
rendered inuminent, before the month is more
than half through. But whatever may be the
character of March, spring is ushered in by
April. Tt searcely answers to the description of
the month cwrent in Great Britain, where
“March winds” and ¢ April showers” are re-
puted to ¢“bring forth May floyvers.” We have
often more of the stormy March than the
showery April during this month. Indeed it is
very variable in its characteristics, being some-
times dry, sometimes wot, and often exceedingly
pleasant and seasonegble. One feature, however,
it always has, # is fur milder than March. The
w eather moderates but gradually from January
to March, but in April it makes a sort of jump
toward temperateness and geniality. One would
scarcely think the advance toward summer so
rapid as it really is in April, were it not for the
testimony of the thermometer, for we have now
and then chilly days which makes us ask, when
will the winter be over? But this is our impa-
tience, as well as the natural effect of the fine,
pleasant days we uccesionally have, and which
are so delightful that we naturally wish to have
more of them. It will be interesting to compare
the mean temperature of April, given below,

1 with the table for March, and to note the great
progress indicated for the present month.

MEAN TEMPERATURES FOR APRIL.

Stratford......cccovvimniininiinnciiininn. 45°.55
Hamilton..... cceeieriminierinisnneeniine °.04
BAITIC vvvvreare crerrenivrnisereresvscnnnnee °.02
FOTOME0 .. . eevrnevieenemnmniinnsiiesirnnnenes 43°,90
Belleville........cveeeerericicceraecancns .45°.85
Montreal ...coveee v e creeaeees .4]°.§£
Quebec... . .44
St. John, N. B vern.39°.10
Halifax .......... ... ...40°.00

Moy is welcomed by everybody with expres-
sions of gladuess, We have indeed no ‘‘ May-

day” festivities such as are common in some 1'
conntries. Our variable climate hardly adwits.
of it. We have known the first of May, in some '
rare instances, to he very wintry. Withina)
week ar so of that date, we have sometimes had:

wintry covering of from two to six inches in
depth. Nor do we ever have such a profusion.
of blooming flowers as would render the first of |
May an appropriate time for a flaral festival .
At this date, anything wintry can only be spas.’
modic and ephemerdil, and, let appenrances b |
what
nigh.’

The mean temperatures do not rise so fast this
month as last.

MEAN TEMPERATURES FOR MAY.
Stratford. ..o vieiiiiens oo e 47°.73

Hamilton.... c.ooviinicviiiiniiinnnnn 50°.87
Barrie . ... ....48°.22
‘ "Toronto ...48°.30
| Belleville . 50°.42

Montreal..
Quebec .
St. John,
Talifax,...

470,00

of winter is very severe, the mean temperatur;
is now quite as high as at places considered ]
have a much milder climate. Thus a Quebxj
May is precisely like a Toronto May, whiki
Montreal is within threa-fifths of a degree of thj
Hamilton average the present month. ~ In Jun;
it is rather warmer in Quebec and Montyeal than
it is in Toronto and Hamilton. .

The rapidity with which vegetation advanes]
when once growth has commenced, is one of th
peculiarities and charms of our Canadian olimat.
No sooner is the frost out of the ground tha
the grass begins to sing, ¢ Here I come creeping}”
creeping everywhere.” Very little sunshiizp
makes the pulses of the sugar-maple bound wit

o

cision is made in the bark. After 2 veryfy
warm days the children exclaim,

¢ See the tender catkins cover
All the slender willows over.”

In fine, the change from winter to spring il

I
[Avausr, |
a anow-storm which left the ground with a white ||’

they may, ‘‘we know that summer i
, 1

1t is noticeable thet, at points where the eody®

life, so that the sap streams out wherever an irrh '

almost magical. 1t is asif the sceme had Iy
touched by some fairy’s wand, and sudden} <
transformed from dreariness and death tol
and beauty. |
June is indeed a chayming month in thisd] |
mate. It is o delightful compound of spay
and summer. The uncomfortable wintry chily-

P

ness is gone, and the ccorching July heat® |
not yet come. Bright sunshine glorifies £
nature; innumerable Howers display theirloet;
mess ; the fields are decked in thejr frede °
green ; the forests are bursting into leaf; i
the air is vocal with the chirp of inseetst,
song of birds, and the gentle music of thegeplf,
and the breeze. Activity and beauty are vk °]
seen on every hand.
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