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documents and sorting- old papers. Cousidcritig tlie risks of' lire, and
the probability of' au irreparable loss to the country, these circumstances
will not, seemn to bc uniwortliy of notice. LTpon tie Nvhiole, and in the
iuterest of literature aud thie hiistory of' Canada, ive caunot, forbear ex-
pressing our conviction of' tue advantagcs thait would bc secured if
these Valuable hiistorical mnemnoranda were carcfully looked after and
preserved.

The regular fýliug away of oll'icial documenits receivcd, and of copies
of' official correspondence, as l)ractisc(1 in ail our, public dcpartmlents,
t'ollowed by tlie publication of annual, reports, leads ho the ïapid accu-
inulation of public records, of die nature of Archives. These, to-
getiier w the Bui1s, Acts, and Retuirus to Piriliaineni,tay Addresses,
amount, in die course of every few y cars, to an uumaniageable mass of
documents, unless there be at thie sanie time a cotivenicuit systeni pro-
viding for tlieir safe custody, aîîd faicilities of access to tliecm for searchi
and for future reference.

Lt is uniderstood tliat the mieans of attaining( thlese objeets in
France are as perfect as thiey eould be expectcd under a quasi-despotic,
l'ormn of goverumient. 'flic U-istoricd- Society of' Qucbec lias already
profitted by tiiose opportunities, s0 as to iind and obtain copies of miany
valuable papers amonigst the Frenceh Ar-chives relating to the early
history of Canada.

In Englarid, the Public Records were brierly dispersed in upwards
of sixty difibèrent, places. Writhin a fcw yeai's past, a vast building lias
been erected in London for thîe reception oft lîemi ail. Lt contitins imore
than twvo liundrcd distinct apartiments, afloiling space for more tlian
hall a mlillion ctîbic feet of documents, and accomimodation flot merely
for existin 'g records, but also for all timat, are cxpectedl to accrue in thec
uext half-century. Thelî building is fire-proot tliroughout, and the
-whole under the chlarge of' an officiai styled "1Master of the RoIls.",
le receives froin thic varions Departmeuts of State, the ]?arliament,
Courts of Comumnon Law, of Chianccry, the .Ndmiralty, and mnany
others, Records above tw.enty years old. Ail are catalogued for con-
venience of reference, and any person may make a scarch and eopy
extracts on paymient, of a sînall féee; but a tona-fulc literary inquirer eau
obtain searchies and copies of documents in pencil without anu charge,
providcd, lie eau satisf'y die deputy-keeper that lus purpose is really of
a literary nature. The extent to wvhicIi tlîis privilege is appreciatcd
by Iiterary persons is wvonderful, it bciîîg not uncomnmon for a single
individual to consuit four or five thiousand documents w'yliin one year.
Such is flic excellence of'dearnmns thaut only a very few
mainuites clapse beibre ani applicant's (lcmand is coinplicd with, whiat-
ever bc the nature and date of dlic document rcquired.

Thiere is also in Londonî a distinct est ab isi nent for preserviug
Wills, callcd Doctors' Couinions. Tfi)c original wills arc requircd to
be dcpositcd lieue before tluey can bc lcgally adinistercd to by exeu-
tors. Timese date froin tlie ycnr 1-18J (lown to t1he present, tie ; bat
Iiere are copies of' stili oldcr insýtrumients bcgmInningY witlî 13. Auy
pur;iun, for a small fec, may procure the perusal of a iII, the -earchi


