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the resident population steadily increnîsed and obtaincd a firin hold upon
the soil, shows ant cncrgv oit the part or thc people to whieli it would bc
difficult to lirid a p:îralhel. lit the tecth of' tlîcsc unjust and aîbsurd Iawv,
designeîd to niake lLit island larger t'îai lrelauîd a iIICrL stage for the cuirlng
ol' tislî and a place %wlierc fàiitià iî~niliglit sprc:îd theïh tets,, tlic pû(pula.
tien iiiere:i--d teii-lui lu in iity 3(i..llad the laivs and govcrnil 'enta
fustorcd ins.tc;ad of' tlîwartiîîg thîcir cmT-rtsç, Ncwl,înîtdl.tnd %vould tu d.îy be
aniong tic furc:îîos:t of I3ritatiiîs colonit-. Only sixty ycars have elapesd
since the repeai of tiiese oppressive eîîacttmnts and tic inîtroduction of
ren~soînable and just govcrninecît. The progéress inade by the eoloily in
that tinte is of the itio't satisiàtory description. Stili tic injîîry icflicted
by thc policy of Eîîglaîd %vas 1kl in inany %ïays. A staie o? aInlagutism
and cîîîbittered f1cling bctwucîîi those desirous of' permnanent scttleîîîcnt
and the fishiîîg inechatîts, who ilc ta kecp the fisheries in their own
bands, wvas tMus fîntentcui during many ycars , i.srulc, aitarelîy and
turbulcnce wvcrc utielîcckcd arnong, thc iiilîalbittîîui; educution was flot in-
troctueed, and ai atteinpts at civilization stcadily discouraîgcd. The evii
cifeets in itct are felt stf!! in ruaîy unsuspeetcd ways.

FRENCIL ENCROACIIENTS.

Another eleinîct that rctarded the proýperi1y of tlîc country was the
preseuce andii continuai e-icroacliîîîcîtt oai the Frenîch. Their rule
gradually extended over Nçbva '&otia (Acadie), Capje Breton and Canada,
and as Newfbunndland was the key tu their traus-Atlaiitic posscs8iona,, and
connanded the narrow entrance ta the uîîost impor tant of' thcrn, it bccaîne
a parauîouît cotisidcratioti 'vîkh 13rnce Io es lUh1er;stf ini Neîound~.
land and ta control its valuable fislierics. In 1635 thc Frcench obtained
vcrnîission front the Englishi to dryv fislî ii Nc%çfuundl.ind, on paynient of
a, duty of five pecr cent. oan the produce, and in 1660 thcy 1fbunded a
colooy in 1'lacenti:î, an aduiirably choseti site l'or sucli a purpo>c, and
erectcd strong Ifrtifieations. (>thcr positions along the soutlîern siiore
werc also occupied by thcî' ; and when %var broke out between the rivai
nations, oit thc accsion of Williamt 3rd te the tbrottc, Newfoundland bc.
canie tic bcene of'several sk iruiishes:, naval battUes and sie-es. St. .John's
feil bcfore a French ittack in 169G, and the whole of tic settUcînents,
wýth the exception of Bonavista and Carbonier, sharcd the eaine
iett. The trcaty of Ryswick, in tie toilowing year, rcstored

ail thoecoDaquests ta Eîigland, leaving Fraincc in possession of ber
scutleuients oit the Southt-iest cast. During the wars which fol.
lowcd in thc reigit of Qucen Antie, Ntwiuadlai-.d was aWtiti the s-eee
of sharp confiiets, and once nmare, in 1708, St. John's fcil into thc hands
of the French, and lbr soute ý cars thcy rctaincd possesýsion of the island.
Thc eekbr,._d trcaty of Utrecht, in 1713. cnicd hostilities, but did not
deliver Nev Cund land front the gra2p of France. ht secured, haîçever,
the sovereignty of the entire country to Great liritain, and declaîi that
France slîuuid give up aIl lier possessions there, but yiclded ta F'rance,
unf..rrunatel,%, the riglht el'catehing atîd drying fisli on the extent of coa8t
front Cape Bona-,ista ta Point Riche, on thec western bide. Tbe disastrons
cou2equencs of this uiucky concession 1 have dcscribed in thd April


