
THE CHILDREN'S PORTION.
THE SPARROW'S SHELTER.

Sonie tirne ago, a poor littie hedge-sparrow was seen te, le puirsu6di'
the open field by a hawk. Haif pa.ralyzed through fear, and natluIrl
less swift of wing than its fierce enemy, it bade fair to, become an e$
prey. There was neither bush nor hedge at hand where it could hîd'ý
and its enemy was terribly near, when, oh, btessed thouglit! comina g
a man' who was watching the chase, the terrified, hetpless sparroew t
right into bis bosom; and thus, by action more eloquent than 'WOa'
mutely clainied the shelter of lis pity and bis power. The hawk, -e
turn terrified by thc angry shout of the mfan, flew off disa ppeinted.b<

This littie story is full of precieus instruction; for it shows juist 1
Christ's bosoem is to, the sinner, the only, the near, the loving, and tbe
perfect shelter wvhich lie needs. o

Jesus is the ONLY shelter of the soul. In the dire extremity Of e
need, is bosom is alone open to us, a.s the man's was to the frightep
bird. Read Acts iv. 12 ; John xiv. 6. As there wa.s one ark te elOce
the flood; one way through the Red Sea to safety ; one pi1lar-c10uOta o
guide the wandering Israelites; and, later on, but one way through eà
dan to, the prornised land; se is Jesus the one refuge frem. wrath, the
way to, salvation, the one guide, and the one door te, heaven and è'r
bliss.

Jesus is the NEAR shelter of the soul. The littie sparrow found,"'
heart and strength were ready te fait, the man' close beside it J
is it with Jesus. H1e is ever nigi lin the hour of need, "a veryp ,

help in trouble." Read Psalm. cxlv. 18, and xlvi. 1. As H1e was
Shadracli, Meshacli, and Abednege, in the furnaoe, and beside Isbins
in the desert, and "lheard the voice of the lad," so is 11e îîigh te 8.11
cati upon Hum.

Jesuis is the LOVING shelter of the sinner; just like the niai' w1Wo
whole seul wa.s stirred through love and joy, un that the bird haà quite

cast aside its natural fear, and liad trusted its whole future to hi- <t'

We know that the greatest grief of Jesus is that we will not cOfl"8

Him ; Ris greatest joy when we trust Him. iRead John v. 40,yao

Luke xv. 5. Did net His hunger and fatigue ail vanish, when th f
outcast woman betieved on Him. at Sychar's well 1 Do we not re£d
that H1e "rejoiced" un the success of the mission of the seventY;
that nothing else se fills and satisfies (Isa. liii 11) lis seul

Lastly, Jesus is the PERF19CT shelter of the sinner. The strefl"
the man te, defend the saro aganst the assault of the hawk isbu
feeble image of the power of Jesus te, defend the least of those WhIO01p
mit themsetves te Hum. H1e says te sucli (Mat. x. 31, with John - io
",Ye are of more value than rnany sparrews," and "lshail neyer Ie *-tJ
neither shall any pluck yeu out of My hand." Was it not, 0O
Elisha at Dethan 1 Was it net se with David many a time altd
What more heart-stirring songs of praise for deliverance and for 3hete
have we than bis Psalms i Look at Ps. lxi. 1-4, and lxii. 5-8.

TlS Monthly Advocate.


