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MXiUz anb Otberwee
Did you ever think what a great

deal perseverance had to do *with
the making cf a stamp collection.
More especially is this the case
with varieties. Vossibly the re-
centiy passedi summer rnonths
have found yeu spending your
vacation in some quiet, haîf-forgot-
ten, corner iii the country. Did
yeu sound the rustics there about
your philateiic treasures, or did you
let fishing and swimming and the
generai enjoyment of country life
take ail thoughts cf your stamp
collection eut your head ? If you
did, I think I arn safe in saying
that you are the loser. Old stamps
in greater or lesser quantities are
turning up in the most unexpected
places, and the collecter that keeps
an eye open for the vacant places
iii his album and aise for varieties
wviil net be witheut revard for his
perseverance.

"Dry as statistics " is quite a
commen similie, anid I don't like
inflicting many figure-s on* my read-
ers fer this reason, but I ran acress
some information the other day
that pet me thinking.'The apprexi-
mate number cf letters and post-
cards transmitted annually- in the
mails cf European coun tries is as

foiiovs :-Great Britain and Ireiand,
1,5o0,aco,oco; Germany, I,2co,O>oo,-

ccc; France, 700,0c,000; Austrian
H-ungary, icc,cco,cco; Italy, 250,-
ccc,coo; Russia, 300,0wo,000; Bel-
giom, 130,ccO,OOco; Spain, 120,00e,-
000; Svitzerland, icc,coe,occ 1
Netherlands, icc,ooo; Sweden,
4oo,ooo,ooo. The people cf our
owvn country write and post 129,-
000,000 letters in a year, whiie
Uncle .Saým's sixty-nine million
poplatien send 3,80e ,ooo ,eeepieces
cf mail inatter cf ail kinds, wvhich
averages about one piece a week,
for every Man, w~oman and child.
Some thirteen billion pieces of mail
matter are about the arinual figures
for the entire ivorld divided into
eight billions cf letters and five
billions of other matter. When %'ie
consider that wve arq scàrcely over
celebrating the fiftiêih anniversary
of the birth cf postal reform, %ve
can have a better appreciation of
the tremendous magnitude of th.ese
figures. Lt is probable that Rowý-
land Hill's wildest dreams cf the
possibilities of his invrention wvould
net have reached one-tenth of what
are facts and figu *res to-day, and
the end is net yet. Philately wvill
certainly het die eut for want of
material

A mosquito wýould maâke--a oood
advertiser, becaùse he is net satis-
fied with one insertion.
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