
AGRICULTURAle FROTECTING DUTY.

unreiahned country. Wharte is thore ariy
thing in Canada UAk the exuberaîît oitIi of an
English "6harvcst home," when every adult
and urchin in the village mn to sweil thc uni-
versai shout, anid seramble for the expcctcd
'4lrgess," and evan paleiad age crept out on
its staff or crutch te look with pleasure on tho
scena, and grtulate in childishi treble the rîch
consummiation of labours it could no longer
share ? The rustic mai-rimant of t"sbeep-
shoaring," aniàthe resounding hilarity of' "1hay-
making " and the harvest field hava no coun-
te.-parts in Canada, or only such as ai-e shadows
te the substanc. ",Merrie Englande" receiv-
ed its titla fi-ou the rural mai-riment wivhch
filled itg fair and smi ing fields. Canada ha
yet te marit such a title. If our farmnera are
able in the clecline of lueé to live with tolarabla
ease, it i not an entire exemption fromn cane
mxd 'pais. A mechanie or trader ivîhl gcneral-
Iy retire froin business in the course of years,
nmoie or les according to the nature of hie
business, and hie advantagas therein; but a
fariner cannot retire froin business, unless he
ha sons to take it, because hie cannot let lus
fain fora aieut suffloient to support him ni his
old age, He has therefore to continue hie
efflorto, at least in somes degre, until ha fails
Jure ripened fruit into the grave, or is cut down
IiJre cor-n ripe for the harveat. The inferior
eircumstances in which farinera are generally
found, compared with other classes of the
population, the much longer time it takos theui
te become easy in thair circumstances, and the
élinost total inability to, retire fi-arn buisiness
altogether, ail conspire te prove that farnning.
i a much laus profitable occupation than. most
others in Canada, and therefore it seains but
reasonable that measures should ha adopted te
equalize these differences, and place the agi--
cultuai-a intarest on at least as good a footing
as any other occupation, so far as public ragu-
lations can assist inùividual efforts or counter-
atweighty disailvantagas.

In considering the subjeet, it i obvions lit
the outset thiat there is one circunistance which
is highly favourable to this design, in that thei-e
je ne other interest that can ba brought inoa
competition with the agricultural. ln Great
J3ritaf o, that interest ie met by a large mnanu-
facturing and a largo commercial intorcst, both
of which require cheap food, which the fariner
cazinot afird. Thero is tharefora an opposi-
tioni hevween these intereste, and ona cannot.

ba favoured except at the expensa of another.
But in Canada ive have no mnanufacturing or
commercial intterast ai any moment. The
chiai occupation of the country is, and muet for
a long time bc, agricultual That part of the
population flot angagcd ina agriculture is proba-
bly about one-tenth aio the whole. It hop,
howvever, been rcckoaed as high as one-eightb,
and taking it at that, it stiti leavesthe immense
majority of sevau-cighths angaged in agaicul-
ture. The intaiest of this vat portion of the
people js of course paraxnounit to, every other,
and the prosparity of the Province je idantical
wî:h theirs. If they are permanently injured
or depressedtha wvhole community muet suifer.
Fluctuations of course there will ba, and de-
pressions fi-ora tamporui-y causes will occur ini
spi^ýe of ail cara and ail legislation, domestic or
foreigii. Such cases avery man muet ho pi-
pared for, and hae must endure thasa when they
arrive as hast ha can. No legislation cen pr-
vent the oparation ofatural laws. No acbemq
can ward off the evils that are but the incidenta
of our situation and circusastancea, No wis-
dom cas supply deficiencias that aie inherenit
in the nature oi tbings, any moi-e than it caxi
turnoats mnto wheat, or sheep irit buleeke.

It is supposed, however, thet Canadian agri7-
culturiste ara suffaring at presaxat from, evils
whieh may ha removed, orn grea±y mitigatPÀ,
by maraly affording oui- agriculture a protection~
simiJar te tInt which other countries give t.ç
theirs. lu the Unitkd States, fermera are pro-
tected by a duty an foi-aigu produce ; and iuxb
Grat Britain they are aise protectad by h"av
duties, in hoth cases agninst large manufiactu-
ring and commercial interests. Ixx botl caffl
the State proteets the farmner at the expençQ
oi tha othar classas oi its peoplea; bu~t irg
Canada tha formi-e ie lait te taIse ceue of bj[m-
self, wthout haing in any wny guordad fri-an
the competition of foreigners, wvho, while they.
readily avail themsalves of hie open marke4a
tsa good care net te allaw him similar advax-
tages in return. Thus the Cenadian fariner. ia
flot placed os an equal footing with hie bret.hrert
iii England, nordoas hoe enjoy tihe protection of
lis governiment ini this respect, although iît ha&
almost ne other class ta proteet. Foiraigners
are allowed te use aur markets as if thay war&
their own, for in themi tha State makes n~oGIIP
farence bctvecn its own childi-en and etrangere4
-ne différenca hatween those who, are taxed
for its support, and thosa %vho nover pay a-pen.


