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ly dote on ail tho parrots belotiging te the aged
spinstera ut niy acquaintance. Alas 1 if I Iîad
only donc se in the days of my youth, how difflbr-
ont would have been ny fate.

At lust îny Aunt Jemnima ciied. How site
nîanaged to lîold ori t.> lifo so long, lins over beca
a rnystery tu mie, but oit titis point sho vas, as iii
overything olso, incensiderato toward other peple.
1 attendcd lier funeral, and as licir apparent tricd
te wear a becoxning expression of griof. Once or
twico I fancied that tho old family lawyer iooked
at me wvitb a pityinug oye, hiall wvarning, liall sor-
ro'vful, as if te say, "«young liait, bstvare;" but as
far as I couid sc titre was nothing to bewarû of,
no'. oven tho custormary dog, for Pompe>', my
Aunt'à biack poedio, woro a iîuge cropo bcti under
Wîs chin, and w.as o Such cngaged in trying to
bite it off to pay attention to anything eiao.

What a solormn conclave it -ve, whieh sat in a
stiff circle round the dining.z& im table in fiai.
stead Hall, an heur aftor te funeral wau over.
The party consisted of ail tho relatives of my do-
ccased Aunt, T, iii the post ef honer at one ond,
and Mr. Budge, tho lawvyer, at theoether. Of
course thero wvere the usual number of cousins,
$Omo near, serne very distant, so distant indeed
ti'at they wvere hardi>' cousins at ail; and trutit te
tell most of thom had but smnali expecta.
tiens, and oereed in looking on me as tho
inhoritor of the greater pnýrt of our rein-
tive's money. It was one of tire proudeit
moments of îny life. Thero wvasl, Adoîphusi
Montgomery Varie, about te hecenie the.
possessor o! ten thousaud a year and Hl -
scead Hall. My bmoem swelled wvit.h pi-ide
and I smiled condescendingly upon those
around tue, as ene wvho is conscieus of bis
suporierity.

"Ahemin," 31r. Dudge 'vas clenning blis
thi ont proparator>' te the important duty .

of ré-fiding tue vill. IlLadies and gentle-
men," he began, rising to bis feet, IlI ani
about to rcad yeu part of the last -wili
and testament ef my deceased client,
Miss Joinirna Varie, and censidering the
oxtremol>' unusual circuinstances attend-
izig this wilI, 1 titink it bea-t te say a few
words beforehnnd.")

A blush %vhiciî was alnmest paiful ini its
intensity feil on us ail, only broken by the
thin veico of the lawvyer as lie centirued :

"'This wvill, whi(eh I miow held in -ny
band, is a perfec.tly legal docu .ent, anid
was executed iii mny presence anid that of
twov other witnesses about three uîîontbs
ago bv Miss Vanie, wvho was nt that timo
in th. ull possqssion of ail lier faculties.
and tl u.-h the conditions of it are inost
unusu , 1 may alimost say unpam-.lleed,
still i sp îny duty te sec that they are
carrieti eut te tire letter, and Iban enly truut that
Providence li watch over àlr. Adolphus Varie
and savo bim: froin tire fate wl 'é, may at any
moment overtake 1dm."

As the old mnan finishied speaking, I toit the
bonds of cold prespiration standing out on îny
forehoad. WVns 1 te bo disinberitcd aft--r aIl 'i
eo, ne, again Mr. Budge's voice seunded tlîroughi
tho ronis as hoe proceeded to rend from the paper.

III, Jeimiimmi Varie, do horeoby declare that My
last Wili and Testatenent shall not be rond for
the space of one year aftcr niy decease. I desire
that my> neplhew Adoiplns' Montgomery Varie
shall resi.oe asi Balstead Hall during that year, in
tmo position of master, and that îny lawvyer Mr.
Budgo shall pay tu lîLu the full yearly income of
rny ostate, and 1 dcsi-o that on tire first ariniver-
sary of ut>' death my wvill shall be rend in the
presenceofe all my relations 1 appoint 'Mr.
i3udge trustee of my estate until surit tumes as
rny will shall I> fully carried eut, and I request
hini to pa>' the following legacies eut of te
moncys wvhich 1 ha~ve invested in stocks."

Thon followed lists of bequcsts te relatives and
aid servants, nobody was forgottcn.

I sat likeoenô tunt cd. \Vbat <id it ail miean 1
WVag titis sortie dib bolitai sebemon te mine îni) lopes
tu tho highest pt ch, ccl>' tO da8sb thoin doivn
again, or wvas it juat a harîîîies.4 frenlz ont tln part
of my> Auni 1 It -wus a regular enignia. witi ap.
parontly nec koy te it, se 1 d9cidcd tu put ail
titouglit of tho future aside, onjoy the temipor:îry
guod fortuneo which liad befallen rue, and trouble
nîy >aead tic furtiier aîbout the wiil.

WVhat a ypar that 'vas. Looking back ontit
now it seins liko a fovcrislî dreain, sortie fantastic
vision of an oxcited brain. 1 livcd overy momtent
of titat year, I koept open l'.use, I gainbled, .1
drank, I-oi ï4hade of Aunt Jeuiima 1 liîui w~hat
the Amnericans eall "a reai good tinie of -t."
llalstend Hall becamo a diflerront place, ail tlte
doors and windowvs wero throwvn wvido open te
admit tho the blcssed sunsbino aînd tivorywlîero a
now order ef things repîatced the old.

The live stock werù bestowed as preseîîts ont
whoever wvould tke theni, and tho stuffed animais
and qkeloton8 I ordered te be destroyed. Gobe
mvas given te a sinail cousin, and Poînpey died of
cithter grief at bis iiiistress' death, or frein
gormandizing o n young chickens, it 'vas nover
dlear>' provezi ivbich. Thon came theo question
'vhat wai to be dono with Polly 'i No one seîned

tu want licr, su for a fewv days site stayed in lier
cage, and wiL9 lookeed aftcr by te ltougc.k-coper;
but 1 soon got tired of lier pêt-peton1 inoise, and
lier rcnîarks iîrritated line tu such a dcgreo tîtat
sometimes 1 could have straîîglcd lier witt îny
owi fing(ers.

Ono night. thîings camne te a climtax. 1 wva
awakcned froin an unusuall>' leavy slcep by lîcar.
in- sounds 'vhich apparently proceeded freont tire
iower part o! te bouse, sne jumping eut o! bed, 1
quickly put an a dressingîzawn aîîd slil..pers, and
cautiously opcned my door. Yes, there wvns sente-
one nioving about dowîiistltirs,--should 1 ring for
te buticr,-but ne, that would arouse te whiole

lieuse, se liastily snatcîîing up tIme poker 1 itartcd
clown the pzva.smge, and listened again. This timn2
1 distinctly heard tînt sound o! silver rat Vlir.g, ' aid
instantly tue certainty that it wvrs a burgiar
forced itself upea me.

D'iwn the stairs 1 crept, m> 'voolen slippe-s
niaking ne sound on tlic tiîick carpet, gingorhy 1
st.ole up te tire diîiiingrcon door auid peoped ini-
ail 'vas black as pit.ch-I co0'd see xiotliing; only
a sliglît rustle betrayed the whertahouts o! the
robber.

Ilolre 1 WViIkis 1 Jaînes 1" 1 roared, I-l 1p li"
atîid Ilakilig It rus4h for tut' cornier of tho i-eolu
whence thu soutds procetde<l, 1 grabbcd lit somol.
thbigw'hic il could faint>' distitiguisît nîving niîar
tho siideboard.

&arely hiad 1 doîîo se, 'm'les a violenit paini iii
itîy (ligers caused rite tu give a howvl o! ngiuîy, and
iiiiniediately a voice 1 L-teîv but too wel screttncd

lBa, ha, Pollv watit a craceker," a.9 tue odions
bird percbed upon imy licitd, fixitg it. ebîws. ih-mly
into mny unir. It wvau lt tîui- idouitical mntenut,
that tho servants, alarmc.ed lit sijy outerios, camne
1lockim, ijoe the rooin with lampa, ju4t iii tiniq
to belîeld tîteir lord and niaster arraved iii distinct
undresa, W4k feet encaged iii wooloitî suces, at poker
iii bis hand, and a bird liko the colebrated rayon

perched and sitting "l ont bis Iieîid, iitaidiiîg iii
the middlo of the dIiiaingrootu, for nec o.4tenqible
mea.son wvlitsoover, at the unearthly heour ef thre
o'clock in the mior.tinàg.

\Vlîat a fool I fett te lie sure. It wivas jutit like
a scene ou. o! a iinelodranta, -Tho IIaunted Man
or- tire Pttrrot's Curse"-it only needed tho "Iblue
liglit" and "l roilin- thuiider " te complote diet
situation.

WVell, that sottled tho fate of thre parmit. Tire
next day lteariiîg that sorti distant cousin-, of

mine, the Sytupersons wero geing te
Ei igritte to Ainerica, 1 requested teni
as a speciai fmuvor, te tako Polly awa,, far
across the foîuiting billcvs, froîin wliuence
site slîeuld nover return. Tho banal1 Sy.
persons, <tliaro ivere only oleven of thom),

v seecd overjoyed at tire possessuit ofk. such a Illovel>' blrd" us tiîoy calird lier,
se Polly wvent te a new htomne acruss Vtnt
ivide Atlaticî, andl at iength wxn.n IeVV in
pence.

Tue year o! wvaitiiîg passed, and on te
F appointed day, tire fauly agaiti mot to

seutle the affairs of Aunt Jeininiat. Ail
wvij hall been at the flrst gathering wvere
preictît, except te Sympcrsonq, 'vht by
dnat time wve comfortablysettled in their
Anîcrican hume. Mtr. ]3udge, îocking jusi.
the saine asq lie iad dlone the year beforo,
'vas seatcd mnt the large leattera arm.-chair,
and nis I sas opposite tu Itinui, I !nncicd I
saw agItisi that pityiuig exprsicîti pans
acress hi featu-es ;but mii> mid wvas
tee fully .ccupicdl witii its own thouglits
te bc ver>' observant o! allxer people. 1
Ivas literally trcmbling with cxcitemcent.
WVas I te, bo tue hîappy possessor o! flai-J 'ead HUall and ton thousamid a >'01î4 or
net 7 That wvas tire question.

Mr. J3udgo roso, f grasped ti-e arns
o! ta>' chair, and wvith dilated c>cs4, and

.ai shuaking limbs vatched hit .; lie unfold.
cd tite document wliici contained ni> fate.

Slowly and distinctl>' the wvords rcached ni> cars,
falling likc. lumtps o! ice ont ny fevercd iniagimia-
tien.

"1 inimtî Vanc g-ive and bequeath ail miy>
propert>', real and personal, ut' lieuse Hîlitead
.Hall and aidjoining, lands, ali sharcg, debeuiturel,
mund stocks, ail cash, noneys, iii short overything of
whiclî 1 die possessed, <(vith te exceptioti o! sortie
inter Ircces,>) to lire pr'rsun icho shall lunx careti

J<,. tffld gtvet a limc e Io my parroi J'olly, rlurimg
(Il, yec.r succe.'dimg mly r9'ail

\Vmt.ncss ir.y ltand this second day of Auguut,
185.(Signed) JEI A ÂE.

wVitiesscd by
JANMFS WIVmÎ,

AN~D
.ROnanlT GORiDON.

The littIe Syunporsons gambul on tie lawn of
Halstcad Hall, and 1, .Adolphus 'Montgomery
Varie aimi their inîpecunious relative.

Fool, foot that 1 was,- but who could have
forseen such an extraordinaîy event. Suroly nom
mian wvas ever before cursed wvith such a ora7y
Aunt.

JULIAi DURHmAM.


