!88

THE ECCLESIASTICAL AND MISSIONARY RECORD.

when idellggenco atmived from her valiant armies
that they hud suceceeded in roasting alive a tribe of
Aucuns who hiad refused fo surrender their nutive
Jund.  Her deedsof sine in high places, we would
howe, for the honour of our common hunanity, are
altogethier unparalleled amony civilized communi-
ties. What u succession of atrocities was paraded
beforo tho eyes of the werld on that blood-stuined
seene, av if to wsher i, with fitting accompani-
monts, another wraud crisis of tho mighty tragedy t
A wretel, moving in the very highest rank of no-
Wy, mnrders s wife for the sake of a paranour,
and then 13 peruntted to poison himself in prison to
avond the diserace to his order of a public execu-
tion. A gudire i one of the highest conrts i3 tried
for a caune, aud condemmed in the very coust in
winch bie lid presded. The highest ministers of
state are convicted of welling public offices for
money, mnd plead in justification, that their predo-
cexsors had dune the same before them.  ‘The
monarch moanwhilo proves himsel{ worthy to Lo
the head of such a gang. By a serics of heastly
negociations—which, from their very filthiness,
Journals of character canuot print-——carried on be-
tween hunkelf und his ambassador, he sacrificed a
helpless Queen to his own ambition — bartering
away the rights of an independent nation, prosti-
tuting the institution of watrtage, and plauging a
defenceless woman uto certuin family misery. As
an apptopriato closc to the nbominuble transaction,
tho ambasador who had been employed as tho tool,
thrawn asde, as might have been expected, when
tho dirty wurk was done, in a fit of compunction
cut lus vwn throut. Such a series of base and
tragne deesds Yo may meet with in the pages of
aucent rotuance, or perhups vou may find them yet
cnacted w the conrt of some Eastern sultan j bt
wao are not aware of any thing similar utnong civi-
hized natious in modern times.  Surely that nation
was ripo for destruction ¢

When the new revolution was effected, the world
wat called to wonder at au event so greut accom-
pleshied with so littlo bloadshied.  Frauce had now
grown skilful in tho nrt of revolutions. “The light
of tho ninctecuth ceutury is now shining full upon
her. Al has to bo done in a truly philosophical
way. Mea wero not such fools now as tu shed
cach others blovd.  Phitesophy will guide the ma-
clunn of government ; tho very Jaws will be given
ont clothed in all the graces of poetry § und French-
men, all united, and all equal, will be ane happy
fanuly. How =von has tho insulted Lord of nations
hlown up the cobweb ! “They have set up kings,
but not Ly wo; ey havo made princes, and [
kucwitnot. . . . ‘FThy calf, O Samana, huth
cast thee oifs mine anger is kindled against the 5
how loag will it bo ere they altuin to innoceney?
« « o ‘The wortkman mada it ; therefore it it not
God: but the calf of Szmnarin shiail be broken in
piccex.  For they havo sown tho wind, and they
shadl reap the whirdwind 3 it bhath nostalk ; the bud
shall yicld no wmeal; if eo bo it yield, the stranger
shall swallow it up—Hosca viii. 4-7.  France
mght havo sat fur the prophet’s picture.
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DESTRUCTION OF THE INQUISITION
AT MADRID.

The following facts were namrated by Culonel
Tahiaanowski, the officer engaged i the service.
Atter the peace, Calviie] T went to Mncnea. amd
2t the tine of this namative was @ el respected
citizen in New York.  In Jesenibing the eventful
=eencs he had passed through during the wars of
Napleon, ferw recollections scemed to give him
saech athfaction s the part he took in the de-
mehtion of this place of iniquity, the Inquisition of
Wadsid.

Iu the year 1309 T was attachied to that part of
Napaleon's anny which was stationed nt Madnid.
Soult was Commander-in-Chicf aud Goveror of
theeiy. My reganent was the 9th Palish Launcers,

Qae uighs, alwat ten o cleven o'dlock, as I was
walkisng alene in onte of the strects of Madsd, two
anue! men sprang wpon e from 2 doorway. 1
instantly drew wy swonl, and defended anyself as
Wt 1 oeould from their futious attack. While
struggiing with them, I saw at aiance, crossing

the top of tho streel, the lights of the mounted
pateols. French soldiers on gaied with lanterns,
tude throneh the streets of the ity at ull houns of
the night 1o preserve order. 1 called to them m
Frenely, and as they hastened to ny help, my
wwsailats took to their hieels, noty hawever, hefore
1 =aw by their dress that they belongred to the
guards of the Inquisition. 1laving been in the
babit of speuking freely mmonge the people what 1
thought of the priests, and Jesvits, aud the Inqui-
sition, I have no doubt that these men were set to
watch for me, and to awassinate me.. 1t had
been decreed by Nupoleon that the Inquisition and
the monasteries should be suppressed.  Months,
however, hud pased away without the decreo
heing exccuted.

J went that night directly to Manhia) Soult, told
him what had taken place, and reminded him of
the Emperor’s decree.  He suid I might go the
uext morning aud destroy the Inquisition ; giving
me charge at the same timne to tuke care of the
pictures, library, and other things of value. I re-
plied thut my regiment was not sufficient for such
a service, but if he would givs me the 117th of the
line, and unother regiment, which I named, I
would undertuke the work. The Colonel of the
117th, Colonel De Lile, was au intimate friend of
my own, and is now the pastor of an Evangelical
church in France. Marshal Soult gave me the
troops required.  That night the expedition was
arranged, and next morning we proceeded at hreak
of day to the Inquisition, which was abeut five
miles distant from the city.

A wallof great strength surrounded the buildings.
I went forward with a compauny of soldiers, and
addressing one of the sentinels on the wall, sum.
moned those withu to susrender, and fo open the
gates to the Imperial anmy.  ‘The tan withdrew,
and after conversation apparently with some one
within, he re-appeared, presented his inusket, and
shot one of my men.  ‘This wax a sienal of uttack,
and retuming to my troopx, who had halted at a
distance out of sight, I ordered them to advance,
and to firc upon thoes who appcared upon the
walle.

It was zoon ohvious that it was an uneqnal war-
fare. The garison was unmerous, and on the
walls there was a strong breastwork, from behind
which they kept up a destructive fire upon our men
ontheopen pluin. ' Weo hind no cannon § our sealing
ladders were insuflicient, the walls being higher
thau we cxpected; and the putes resisted all at-
tempis at forcing them.  Wihing to get throungh
the work as quictly, as well as quickly, as possible,
1 dirccted same trees to be cut down and trimned,
to be uscd as battering rams.  Sclecting » place
where the ground sloped a little toward the wall,
aud so gave advantage 1o my men to cover with
thar fire those engaped in the asault, two of these
battenng rains were brought to bearupon the walle,
Presently the walls began to tremible; a breach
was made; and the Imperial troops rushed into the
Inquisition.

Here we met with a scene, for which nothing
but Jesutical cffrontery is cqual. ‘The Inquisitor-
General, follawed by the fathers in their roes, all
presented themselves, as we were making our way
mto the mterior of the place, with their anns
cressed on their heasts, their fingers resting on
ther shoulders, ax though thiey had been deaf to
all the nose of the attack and defence, and had
Just learned what was zoing on.  They addressed
themselves in the language of reluke to their own
soldicrs, saving, “ Why do you fight our fricnds,
the French?”?

‘Their intcution, no doult, was to make ns think
that the defence was wholly unauthorized by thens,
hoping, if they could amzhe us believe that they
were fricudly, they shonld have a hetter oppor-
tunity of cecaping.  Their shallow artifice did not
suceced. I ordered them to be placed under
guazd, and all the soldiers of the Inquisition who
had uot cscaped in the confusion to Lo secured ns
prisoncrs.

We then proceeded to explare the rooms of the
stately cdifice. ' We passed through Lall after hall,
richly furnikdicd ; we found splendid paintinze; a
tick and extenive library ; and every where beanty,

>

splendonr, and order, such as 1 had never seen jn
any patace.  ‘Fhe arclitecture, the fumiture, the
omnatents, were such as pleased the eye and gra.
tificd the coltivated tuste.  But where were the
gloomy cells and horrid instrumments of torture
wlich one hud been taught to expect to find in an
inqueation 7 We looked for them in vain. ‘I
holy fathes seemied surprised at our expecting to
find any such thingy; woured us that they had
been behed 3 and that the holy Catholick Church,
in this us in other things, was grosly misrepre-
sented.

Although I saw through the cunning villuny of
the father in these remarks, and knew how the
flonuy Church alwuys affects to deny its crinies
aud cruelties when it cunnot curry theminto execu-
tion, I waus ready to believe, nfter onr carefu)
search, that this Inquisition was ditferent fromothery
of winch I had heasd. My friend, De Lile, was
not, however, so easily convinced. ¢ Colonel,”
said he to e, ¢ you are commander to-day, and
as you say, 80 it must be; but if you will be ad-
vised by me, let us have another search ; I do uot
belicve we have seen everything yet” We ac-
cordingly again began to explore, especially in the
parts underground. By marking well what por-
tions of the buildings we were beneath, we found
that we had been under every part except the
great chapel of the Inquisition, und the buildiugs
adjoining. The floor of this chapel was formed of
vast slabs of rich marble. The floors of the other
parts of the Inquisition were also either of marlle,
or of highly polished wood. We could find 1o en.
trance to vauits, or other indication of anything
being below the chapel.  Being now ready to give
up tire search, a thought struck Colcnel De Lile,
who was still sanguine of discovery. ¢ Jat us get
water,” licsud, * and pour it over this floor, und
sec if there is uuy place whero it passes through
more freely than others.”  Water wasimunediately
brought, and a carcful exawination made of every
seant, none of the slubs being cemented, 1o see if
the water pased through. Prescntly oue of the
soldiers cried out that he had found it! By the
side of one of the marble slabs the water was pass-
ing through fust, as though there were an opening
bencath.” All hands were now at work for further
discovery. ‘The officers with their swords, and the
men with their bayonets, were trying to clear out
the seam and to ruse the slub.  Others began to
strike the slab with all their might with the butts
of their muskets in order o break it. ‘The fathcrs
who had been looking on withi the greatest dismay,
now broke out snto Joud remonstrance agsinst onr
desecration of their holy and beautiful lionse. As
they were thus eugaged, one of the soldiers, who
was busy with the butt of his inusket, struck a part
of the marble under which was a spriug, and the
slab partly flew up.  ‘Thenthe faces of the ingui-
sitors grew pale, und they tremmbled, as Belshazzar
when the handwriting appeared on the wall.  Tho
marble slab bemg nmused, the top of 2 staircanc aj-
peared.  Istepped to the altar, and took onc of
the Jong candles which was buriing, some of my
men doiug the same, that we might sce to_cxploro
what wax< below.  One of the inquisitors here came
up to mc, and layiug his hand geatly on my am,
xaid, with a demure and holy look, ¢ My sou, you
must not take those lights with your bloody hands;
they are haly? ¢ Well,' said I, pushing hin back,
« 1 will take 2 holy thing toshed light on iniquity 3
I will bear the responsibility.” We procecded
down the staircase.

On reaching the floot, the first room wo entered
was a large squate hall, on one side of which was
a raised platfonn with scats, the centre one being
Taised considenably, being the throae of the Inqui-
sitor-General.  In tho centre of the hall was a
large bock, with a chain fastened to it, where the
accuscd were chained during the examination.

On leaving the Hall of Judgment we proceeded
along a praaze with numerous doote.  These were
the cclls of solitary imprisonment, from which the
miscrable victims were never brought out, excet
it were for torture. ' Withia some of the cells wa
heard souuds as we advanced. On cpening the
doors we withemed such Kghts as I wish never to
sec again, the details of which aze too horrible to



